Catholic Communities
Rev. William Pifher — Parish Pastor

Our Lady of Mercy St. Peter
Catholic Church Catholic Church

Sunday
September 6, 2026
23 Sunday Ordinary Time

S RS - o o8

409 E. Main St. / P.O. Box 429
Fayette, OH 43521
419-237-2441
Office Hours — Tues. & Thurs.
9am.-3pm.

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday 8:30 a.m.
(Reconciliation 30 minutes
before Mass or by appointment)
Thursday 9:00 a.m.

PARISH OFFICE STAFF
Sherry Renner
Office Manager/Secretary
OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Tami Baker

Bookkeeper
OLOMBookkeeper@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

614 N. Defiance St.
Archbold, Ohio 43502
Rectory — 419-446-9288
Office hours — Tues. & Thurs.
9a.m.—-3pm.

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 9:00 a.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m

PARISH OFFICE STAFF
Kim Garrow
419-446-2150

Office Manager/Secretary

stpeter@rtecexpress.net

Doug Williams
Bookkeeper

Deb Herring
CRE
debh.stpeterarchbold@gmail.com




PASTORAL COUNCIL
Ron Eisel — President
Pat Eisel

Ray Hollstein

Mike Burkholder

Traci Maginn

Barbara Roby

FINANCE COUNCIL
Terry Kovar
Barb Bruggeman

Council meetings are
generally held the 3t
Thursdays of the month
5:45 p.m. — Finance
6:15 p.m. — Pastoral

" Clothing items
can be donated via our drop off
site on the east side of the
building. Our store is open on
Thursdays from
10 am. - 2 p.m.
Rhonda Monahan at
517-306-7986 for information

Contact

OUR LADY OF MERCY
WEBSITE (bulletin online)
Stpeterarchbold.com/
our-lady-of-mercy

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please note that the bulletin
deadline is Tuesday by noon.
Please either call, email or put in
the collection basket any
announcement for the following
weeks bulletin.

Welcome to
Our Lady of Mercy

Parish Mission Statement

Qur Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commitment to
minister to the physical and spiritual needs of our rural families and
steward the resources entrusted to us. We value the diversity within our
Catholic community and invite all to walk with us on our journey of faith.
New Parishioners

A warm welcome as you enter our Parish Community! You are asked to
register at the parish office or see the pastor as soon as possible. If you are
moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may remove your
name from our parish records.

Sacrament of Baptism

Please call the office 419-237-2441 or Father Pifher at 419-446-9288 to
make arrangements for Baptism. A month’s notice would be helpful.
Sacrament of Marriage

Tnitial arrangements are to made six months prior of your planned
wedding date. The Diocesan policy is to allow sufficient time for the couple
to make adequate preparation to receive the sacrament. Please call the
office 419-237-2441 or Father Pifher at 419-446-9288 to make
arrangements.

Anointing of the sick

Please call the office 419-237-2441 or Father Pifher 419-446-9288 to make
arrangements for a visit.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults(OCIA)

Having questions about the Catholic faith? Thinking of joining the Catholic
Church? You can learn more by contacting the office 419-237-2441 or
Father Pifher 419-446-9288 for the process.

Offering Envelopes

Please fill out a form on the back tables if you are not receiving offering
envelopes.

Prayer Chain

Anyone wishing to submit prayer requests can email or call Our Lady of
Mercy office. Email: olomfayette@olom?2441.onmicrosoft.com

Privacy issues for Parish Office:

IMMEDIATE FAMILY - must contact the Parish Office for all prayer
requests to be posted in the parish bulletin. Contact Sherry Renner at the
parish office at 419-237-2441, no later than Thursday at noon or email to
olomfayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com with the exact verbiage requested.
By law, the parish office does not divulge private information we receive
from hospitals




September 6, 2026 — 23*¢ Sunday Ordinary Time

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY’S AT 7:55 A.M.

WELCOME
Welcome Father George Wenzinger. Thank you for celebrating
Mass with Our Lady of Mercy today.

THANK YOU'S

Joyce Bonin would like to thank you all for your prayers and
cards while she was recovering. She still has a long recovery
period ahead. She appreciates your kindness.

Denise Miller would like to thank you all for all your prayers,
calls and cards during her recent health journey. She has
finished all her treatments and got to ring the bell on her last
treatment day! Woohoo!!

FEAST DAY COMMITTEE MEETING
The Feast Day committee will be meeting on September 13, 2026
after Mass in the basement.

FEAST DAY CELEBRATION

Saturday, September 19, 2026 Our Lady of Mercy will be
holding our Feast Day celebration. See the flyer in the bulletin
for all the details.

OCIA (formerly RCIA) SESSIONS
The next OCIA class will be on September 20, 2026 in the
basement after Mass.

NEW DIRECTORY (ONLINE APPOINTMENTS) -

St. Peter has graciously invited Our Lady of Mercy to join them
in creating a new photo directory!! The last time we had a photo
directory was in 2015. You can schedule your appointment
ONLINE by following the directions on the back table. Pictures
will be taken on October 1, 2, & 3 at St. Peter Church. You will
receive a FREE 8"x10” portrait and a copy of the directory (you
must have a portrait taken to receive a directory).

ST. PETER NEWS

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Every Tuesday starting at 8 a.m.
ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

Oct. 1, 2 & 3 — Directory pictures —
by appointment

Did you know that Deacon Larry
Zachrich is also available for
Baptisms and Weddings? *Contact
Larry at 419-966-7091.

FAYETTE/SURROUNDING
AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS

September 16 — Fayette
Community Meal — Fayette
Methodist Life Center — 5 p.m. —
6p.m.




THIS WEEK'S MASS SCHEDULE

Date Time Church Intention
Sun., Sept. 6 8:30 a.m. OLOM Marcel Bonin
Shirley Taylor
10:30 a.m. SP Betty Zimmerman
Frank Grime
Mon., Sept. 7 NO MASS
Tues., Sept. 8 6:30 p.m. SP For the People
Communion Sve
Wed., Sept. 9 9:00 a.m. SP For the People
Thurs., Sept. 10 9:00 a.m. OLOM For the People
Fri., Sept. 11 9:00 a.m SPp For the People
Sat., Sept. 12 4:30 p.m. SP For the People
Sun., Sept. 13 8:30 a.m. OLOM  Frank Grime
Cameron Laney & Family
) Dick & Susie Saaf
10:30 a.m. SP Audrey Dominique

Betty Britenriker

PRAYERS FOR / FROM PARISHIONERS

Please keep the following person(s) / intention(s) in your prayers this week.

Joyce Bonin
End to abortion

World peace

If you have someone or an intention you would like the Parish to pray for, please contact the office at
419-237-2441 or email olomprayer@olom2441.onmicorsoft.com before noon on Tuesday.




5:00 p.m.

5:00 — 5:45 p.m.
5:15 — 5145 p.m.
5:45

OUR LADY OF MERCY
FEAST DAY CELEBRATION
Saturday, September 19, 2026

Doors Open
Enjoy the assortment of board games

DESSERT CONTEST

EVERYONE is invited to join in the yummy FUN!!
This year’s contest is DUMP CAKES

Bring your favorite Dump Cake to be judged
(Please have your dessert here by 5:10 p.m.)

DINNER IS SERVED

We will be having our delicious BBQ chicken halves
(thank you Pioneer Meats) Ryan Eberly’s scrumptious
potato & macaroni salad, coleslaw and baked beans

SILENT AUCTION throughout the event with a
MYSTERY table — if you are interested in donating

a basket please let Pat Eisel know 419-630-6534

(limit 3 baskets per family.) Please have your basket(s)
at the church during the week of Sept. 13 — 18.

To conclude the evening’s festivities will be the Rosary
at approximately 6;45 p.m. in front of the church around
our Blessed Virgin Mary (weather permitting, we will
move inside the church)




NEXT WEEK’S MINISTERS — SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

Greeters / Gifts Ron & Pat Eisel

Proclaimer Ron Baker
Servers Myla Burkholder / Kennedy Kunkle
Ushers Ron Baker / Terry Kovar

Money Counters Phil Baker / Ron Baker / Terry Kovar

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT
Reported for August 30, 2026

Sunday Offertory (14 envelopes) $ 557.00
Loose Offerings 3 73.00
BUDGET $ 1,747.00
Over / (Under) ($ 1,117.00)
OTHER COLLECTIONS

Maintenance 8 25.00
St. Vincent de Paul $ 35.00
Feast Day Donation $ 200.00
TOTAL COLLECTIONS $ 890.00

(Sunday Offertory, & Other)




SAINTS OF THE DAY (www.morningoffering.com)
Week of September 6 — September 12

St. Eleutherius (d. 585 A.D.) was a monk living in Spoleto, Italy. Little is known of his early life. He became
the Abbot of St. Mark’s Abbey and was well-known as a man of simplicity and penance. He also demonstrated
the gift of miracles and exorcism, and raised a dead man to life. After he healed a boy from demonic possession
and saw that the child was afterwards left unharmed, St. Eleutherius made a remark to this effect: “Since the
child is among the servants of God, the devil dares not approach him.” Then the boy, who came to live at St.
Mark’s Abbey to be educated by the monks, became possessed again. St. Eleutherius repented of his vain and

resumptuous remark, and the whole monastery underwent a penitential fast before the devil would leave the
Eoy for the final time. St. Eleutherius was a friend of Pope St. Gregory the Great, the latter having called upon
the saint to pray for him in his illness. St. Eleutherius died in Rome in 585 A.D. His feast day is September 6th.

Saint Regina (d. 286 A.D.) was born to pagan parents in France. Her mother died in childbirth, and her father
gave her to the care of a Christian nurse who secretly baptized her and raised her in the Christian faith. As
Regina grew older her embrace of Christianity became evident, and her father disowned her as a result. Regina
then went to live with her Christian nurse. They lived in poverty, and Regina tended sheep to help support the
household. This solitude allowed her time to pray and meditate on the lives of the saints. When she was fifteen
years of age, a Roman proconsul by the name of Olybrius was determined to marry her. He became greatly
disturbed when he discovered that she was a Christian. He asked her to renounce her faith in order to save her
life and secure a prosperous marriage with him. Regina staunchly refused to deny her faith, having already
taken a vow of virgimtg to Christ. For her defiance she was cast into prison. Hoping that her resolve would

radually weaken, Olybrius visited her in prison and asked her once more to renounce her faith. Regina’s
ﬁetermination only increased with time, and she again refused. Olybrius, angered, had her severely tortured
with her body being scourged, burned, and raked. Finally, she was beheaded. Her resolve under torture and
the appearance of a dove above her head caused witnesses to convert to Christianity. After her death many
miracﬁes were attributed to her relics. St. Regina is the patron of poor people, shepherdesses, and torture
victims. Her feast day is September 7th.

St. Adrian of Nicomedia (d. 306 A.D.) lived under the Christian persecutions of the Roman Emperor
Galerius Maximian. Thirty-three Christians were seized in Nicomedia, brought before a judge, and ordered to
be savagely beaten. With each new torture the men received, they bravely proclaimed their faith in Christ. They
argued with the judge that by his tortures he was only increasing their i‘:rneavenly glory, while guaranteeing his
own damnation to hell. Adrian, a man of 28 years, was head of the praetorium and witnessed the steadfast faith
of these men. He was moved to the point of conversion, and exclaimed that he, too, would reject paganism to
suffer and die for the name of Christ along with the other Christians. One of Adrian’s servants ran to tell his
wife, Natalie, what her husband had done. Natalie, who was secretly a Christian, ran to the prison in joy at the
news of her husband’s newfound faith, and encouraged him to stay strong and steadfast in it. After Adrian
refused to recant his profession of faith in Christ, he was thrown into prison with the other men and cruelly
tortured. His arms ang legs were severed on an anvil before finally dying as a martyr. Saint Adrian is the patron
saint of soldiers, arms dealers, and butchers. His feast day is September 8th.

St. Kieran the Younger (512-546 A.D.), also known as St. Ciaran, was born in Connacht, Ireland, the son of
a carpenter. He demonstrated a great aptitude in his studies, being educated by a holy deacon who had him
baptized. Kieran tended cattle in the fields before continuing his education at Saint Finnian’s monastery school
at Clonard, where he became a monk. He soon earned the reputation for being the most learned monk at
Clonard, and was held in high esteem by his instructors and peers. Kieran’s years of residence there were
marked by many miracles. He also mentored, befriended, and tutored many of the founders of the Catholic
Church in Ireland. Saint Kieran eventually left Clonard and went on to found the famous Clonmacnoise Abbey
in West Meath Ireland, which attracted thousands of students from all over Europe. St. Kieran was one of the
Twelve Apostles of Ireland — the first twelve bishops in Ireland consecrated by St. Patrick. He is also honored
as the first Irish-born saint. St. Kieran’s feast day is September 9th.




SAINTS OF THE DAY (www.morningoffering.com) — page 2

St. Ambrose Edward Barlow (1585-1641) was born near Manchester, England, to a noble family. He
was baptized Catholic at his birth, but was raised Protestant when Catholicism was outlawed by the
reigning monarchy. His grandfather died while imprisoned for his Catholic faith, and his father had two-
thirds of his estate confiscated for refusal to conform to the Church of England. Ambrose returned to
Catholicism as an adult, recognized his vocation to the priesthood, and traveled to France to enter
seminary. He was ordained in 1617 in the Order of St. Benedict. He returned to England to minister to
underground Catholics in his native south Lancashire for 24 years, being financially supported with a
pension arranged by his grandmother. Ambrose said Mass daily and administered the sacraments
secretly to avoid detection by the authorities. He was arrested four times during his priesthood, each
time being released without charge. When the king issued a decree that all Catholic priests should
immediately flee the country or be arrested and condemned as traitors, St. Ambrose chose to stay,
reasoning tﬁat he could not die a better death than to be martyred for being a Catholic priest. On April
25, 1631, just as he ended Easter Sunday Mass at Morley Hall near Mancﬁester, he was arrested by a
400-strong armed mob led by the local Anglican vicar. He freely admitted to the charge of being a
Catholic priest, and gave a defense of the true faith before his judge. He was sentenced to be hanged,
drawn, quartered, and boiled in 0il on September 10, 1641. His dead body was publicly displayed on a
pike as a warning to other Catholic priests. St. Ambrose Edward Barlow is one of the Forty Martyrs of
England and Wales. His feast day is September 10th.

St. Jean-Gabriel Perboyre (1802-1840) was one of ei%lt children born to a farming family in France.
He was a pious child and served as a model of virtue for his childhood companions. He discerned a call
to the priesthood and joined the Vincentians along with a younger brother, with the full support of his
parents. He served as a seminary professor for many years, and his sanctity impressed even his superiors.
He longed to serve in the missions to China, but his poor health prevented him and his brother was sent
insteacﬁ He régfed and begged to also be sent to Ereach in China and to suffer martyrdom there. After
his brother died on the voyage to China, Jean-Gabriel was allowed to take his place in the mission. He
arrived in China in 1835 and his labors there were met with great success. In 1839 persecutions broke
out against the Christian missionaries, and Jean-Gabriel was one of the first to be arrested. The events
leadinghto his death bear a striking resemblance to the Passion and Death of Christ. He was betrayed to
the authorities by one of his new converts for thirty pieces of silver, stripped of his garments and clothed
with rags, bound, and dragged from tribunal to tribunal. At each trial, he was brutally treated and
tortured. He was finally condemned to death along with seven other criminals on September 11, 1840.
He was martyred by being strangled to death as he hung on a cross. His feast day is September 11th.

St. Guy (950—1012), also known as the “Poor Man of Anderlecht,” was born to pious parents of humble
means in the country village of Anderlecht near Brussels. Having no money for school, from his
childhood he served the poor and fostered a great devotion to the Church while praying for the grace to
love and accept his poverty. He was regarded as a young saint by those who knew him. One day a priest,
who noticed Enis great reverence while praying in church, invited him to serve it for a sma{l sum by
sweeping the floors and keeping the altar and sacred vessels clean. During the day St. Guy would hel
the poor, and at night he would work and pray in the church; these were his two great loves. He serve
in this way joyfully and faithfully. One day a shipping merchant from Brussels, prompted by a devil who
wanted to take St. Guy away from his holy work as a sacristan, presented him with a lucrative opportunitﬁ
to invest his small savings into a business venture. Guy, not recognizing the temptation, accepted the jo
offer under the pretense of making more money to give to the poor, and he left his position as sacristan.
When his first cargo ship sunk as it left the harbor, Guy realized his error and the deception he had
succumbed to in giving up his happy and humble work serving Christ. He went back to the church and
found that the sacristan position had been replaced. Left without a job and no money, Guy was so filled
with remorse over his foolish decision that he went on a penitential pilgrimage. He visited Rome, the
Holy Land, and other shrines over a period of seven years. He returned to Anderlecht in 1012 and died
in tge same year. Miracles were reported at his grave, after which a church was built in his honor. His
feast day is September 12th.




ASK HER — SIMPLE WORDS TO JUMPSTART
YOUR CONVERSATION WITH MARY
By Jane Tufant Harvey

“Ask Her...to empower you to reject any negative self-talk and
replace it with these affirming truths: T am loveable. My needs
and wants are important. I trust myself. Ican do itl.”

MESSAGES OF MEDJUGORJE

Up-to-date messages may be obtained at http://www.medjugorje.org

On the 25" of day of each month the Queen of Peace gives a message to the
visionary, Marija Paviovic, for the whole world.

March 21, 1985

“Dear Children! T wish to keep on giving messages and
therefore today I call you to live and accept my messages!
Dear children, T love you and in a special way I have chosen
this parish, one more dear to me than the others, in which
I have gladly remained when the Almighty sent me.
Therefore I call on you — accept me, dear children, that it
might go well with you. Listen to my messages! Thank you
for having responded to my call.”

The Wisdom of Fulton Sheen - with an introduction by Matthew
Kelly

“Love of self without love of God is selfishness; love of neighbor
without love of God embraces only those who are pleasing to us, not
those who are hateful.”

DIARY OF SAINT MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

(from Divine Mercy Daily)

Today, the Lord has been teaching me, once again, how I am to
approach the Sacrament of Penance: My daughter, just as you
prepare in My presence, so also you make your confession before
Me. The person of the priest is, for Me, only a screen. Never
analyze what sort of a priest it is that T am making use of; open
your soul in confession as you would to Me, and I will fill it with My
light. (Diary, 1725). *The words of Jesus appear in boldface type.

WEEKLY ARTICLE/VIDEOS (Divine Mercy Plus)

“Who Do You Say T AM” — Episode 2
divinemercyplus.org/index.php/videos/episode-2-you-are-christ-
transfiguration-holy-land-digital-pilgrimage

Word(s) of the week (from the
America College Dictionary)

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

---Sept. 13 — Feast Day
Committee meeting after Mass

---Sept. 20 — OCIA after Mass in
the basement

---Sept. 19 —Our Lady of Mercy
Feast Day Celebration — starts
at b5 p.m.

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ

RECONCILE — to render no longer

opposed; bring to acquiescence

and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation
2 Corinthians 5:19




