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PASTORAL COUNCIL
Ron Eisel — President
Pat Eisel

Ray Hollstein

Mike Burkholder

Traci Maginn

Barbara Roby

FINANCE COUNCIL
Terry Kovar
Barb Bruggeman

Council meetings are
generally held the 3
Thursdays of the month
545 p.m. — Finance
6:15 p.m. — Pastoral

" (Clothing items
can be donated via our drop off
site on the east side of the
building. Our store 1s open on
Thursdays from
10 am. - 2 p.m.
Rhonda Monahan at
517-306-7986 for information

Contact

OUR LADY OF MERCY
WEBSITE (bulletin online)
Stpeterarchbold.com/
our-lady-of-mercy

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please note that the bulletin
deadline is Tuesday by noon.
Please either call, email or put in
the collection basket any
announcement for the following
weeks bulletin.

Welcome to
Our Lady of Mercy

Parish Mission Statement

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commitment to
minister to the physical and spiritual needs of our rural families and
steward the resources entrusted to us. We value the diversity within our
Catholic community and invite all to walk with us on our journey of faith.
New Parishioners

A warm welcome as you enter our Parish Community! You are asked to
register at the parish office or see the pastor as soon as possible. If you are
moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may remove your
name from our parish records.

Sacrament of Baptism

Please call the office 419-237-2441 or Father Pifher at 419-446-9288 to
make arrangements for Baptism. A month’s notice would be helpful.
Sacrament of Marriage

Initial arrangements are to made six months prior of your planned
wedding date. The Diocesan policy is to allow sufficient time for the couple
to make adequate preparation to receive the sacrament. Please call the
office 419-237-2441 or Father Pifher at 419-446-9288 to make
arrangements.

Anointing of the sick

Please call the office 419-237-2441 or Father Pifher 419-446-9288 to make
arrangements for a visit.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults(OCIA)

Having questions about the Catholic faith? Thinking of joining the Catholic
Church? You can learn more by contacting the office 419-237-2441 or
Father Pifher 419-446-9288 for the process.

Offering Envelopes

Please fill out a form on the back tables if you are not receiving offering
envelopes.

Prayer Chain

Anyone wishing to submit prayer requests can email or call Our Lady of
Mercy office. Email: olomfayette@olom?2441.onmicrosoft.com

Privacy issues for Parish Office’

IMMEDIATE FAMILY - must contact the Parish Office for all prayer
requests to be posted in the parish bulletin. Contact Sherry Renner at the
parish office at 419-237-2441, no later than Thursday at noon or email to
olomfayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com with the exact verbiage requested.
By law, the parish office does not divulge private information we receive
from hospitals




September 6, 2026 — 23¢ Sunday Ordinary Time

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY'S AT 7:55 AM.

WELCOME CELEBRATION

Today we celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism. Grant and Paige
Reinking request the baptism of their son, Grady Grant
Reinking. Welcome to Our Lady of Mercy Grady.

FEAST DAY COMMITTEE MEETING
The Feast Day committee will be meeting after Mass in the
basement.

FEAST DAY CELEBRATION

Saturday, September 19, 2026 Our Lady of Mercy will be holding
our Feast Day celebration. See the flyer in the bulletin for all the
details.

FEAST DAY CELEBRATION BASKETS

Please have your baskets for the Silent Auction to the church by
Friday, September 18, 2026. You may drop them off on Tuesday,
September 15t or Thursday, September 17t during office hours
of 9 am — 3 pm or on Friday, September 18, 2026, 6:30 pm — 8 pm.
Ifyou have any questions, please contact Pat Eisel 419-630-6534.

OCIA (formerly RCIA) SESSIONS
The next OCIA class will be on September 20, 2026 in the
basement after Mass.

NEW DIRECTORY (ONLINE APPOINTMENTS)

St. Peter has graciously invited Our Lady of Mercy to join them
in creating a new photo directory!! The last time we had a photo
directory was in 2015. You can schedule your appointment
ONLINE by following the directions on the back table. Pictures
will be taken on October 1, 2, & 3 at St. Peter Church. You will
receive a FREE 8”x10” portrait and a copy of the directory (you
must have a portrait taken to receive a directory).

ST. PETER NEWS

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Every Tuesday starting at 8 a.m.
ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

Oct. 1, 2 & 3 — Directory pictures —
by appointment

Did you know that Deacon Larry
Zachrich is also available for
Baptisms and Weddings? Contact
Larry at 419-966-7091.

FAYETTE/SURROUNDING
AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS

September 16 — Fayette
Community Meal — Fayette
Methodist Life Center — 5 p.m. —
6p.m.




THIS WEEK'S MASS SCHEDULE

Date Time Church Intention
Sun., Sept. 13 8:30 a.m. OLOM Frank Grime
Cameron Laney & family
. Dick & Susie Saaf
10:30 a.m. SP Audrey Dominique
Betty Britenriker
Mon., Sept. 14 NO MASS
Tues., Sept. 15 6:30 p.m. SP
For the People
Wed., Sept. 16 9:00 a.m. SP For the People
Thurs., Sept. 17 9:00 a.m. OLOM  For the People
Fri., Sept. 18 9:00 a.m SP For the People
Sat., Sept. 19 4:30 p.m. SP Cari, Lenny & Andy
Breidenbach
Sun., Sept. 20 8:30 a.m. OLOM Giovanni Stella
Mike & Joyce Dwyer
10:30 a.m. SP Gina Dammon

Homer Scott

PRAYERS FOR / FROM PARISHIONERS

Please keep the following person(s) / intention(s) in your prayers this week.

Joyce Bonin
End to abortion

World peace

If you have someone or an intention you would like the Parish to pray for, please contact the office at
419-237-2441 or email olomprayer@olom2441.onmicorsoft.com before noon on Tuesday.




5:00 p.m.

5:00 — 5:45 p.m.
515 — 545 p.m.
5:45

OUR LADY OF MERCY
FEAST DAY CELEBRATION
Saturday, September 19, 2026

Doors Open

Enjoy the assortment of board games

DESSERT CONTEST

EVERYONE is invited to join in the yummy FUN!!
This year’s contest is DUMP CAKES

Bring your favorite Dump Cake to be judged
(Please have your dessert here by 5:10 p.m.)

DINNER IS SERVED

We will be having our delicious BBQ chicken halves
(thank you Pioneer Meats) Ryan Eberly’s scrumptious
potato & macaroni salad, coleslaw and baked beans

SILENT AUCTION throughout the event with a
MYSTERY table — if you are interested in donating

a basket please let Pat Eisel know 419-630-6534

(limit 3 baskets per family.) Please have your basket(s)
at the church during the week of Sept. 13 — 18.

To conclude, the evening’s festivities will be the Rosary
at approximately 6;45 p.m. in front of the church around
our Blessed Virgin Mary (weather permitting, we will
move inside the church)




NEXT WEEK’S MINISTERS — SEPTEMBER 20, 2026

Greeters / Gifts Mary Bird / Shelly Gruman

Proclaimer Mary Bird
Servers Kennedy Kunkle
Ushers Ron Baker / Phil Baker

Money Counters Eli Eberly / Ron Baker / Michelle Miron

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT
Reported for September 6, 2026

Sunday Offertory (13 envelopes) $  831.00
Loose Offerings $ 127.00
BUDGET $ 1,747.00
Over / (Under) (8 789.00)
OTHER COLLECTIONS

Maintenance 5.00

St. Vincent de Paul 5.00

$

B
Feast Day Donation b 300.00
CPC & Votives 8 24.00
Rel. Ed. Donation $ 35.00
Altar Rosary Dues $ 15.00
Assumption of Mary § 50.00

TOTAL COLLECTIONS $ 1,392.00
(Sunday Offertory, & Other)




SAINTS OF THE DAY (www.morningoffering.com) .
Week of September 13 — September 19 !

St. John Chrysostom (347-407 A.D.) was born to noble parents in Antioch, an important center of Christianity in his
day. After the death of his father, his mother sent him to the best schools for his education. As a result of his
philosophical studies he was convinced of the truth of Christianity, entered the Church, and became a renowned scholar
and orator. He then adopted a life of extreme asceticism as a hermit and committed the whole of Sacred Scripture to
memory. The brilliance of his mind combined with the holiness of his soul made him famous; he was ordained a bishop in
Antioch and was later appointed to the Archbishopric of Constantinople. He was an incredible preacher, among the greatest
in the history of the Church, which earned him the name ‘Chrysostom’ meaning, ‘Golden-moutﬁ)ed’ or ‘Golden tongued’. His
sermons, which extended for up to two hours, were public marvels. His straightforward style of preaching the Scriptures
and his practical homilies made him very popular. He also denounced the &imses of the ruling authority and preached
against the immoralitﬁ of the day, which resulted in him being exiled numerous times. He was proclaimed a Doctor of the
Church in 451. St. John Chrysostom’s feast day is September 13th.

St. Albert of Jerusalem (d. 1215) was born to a noble family in Italy, and was well educated in theology and law. He went
on to become a priest and bishop and served in important posts as a peacemaker; he served as a mediator between Pope
Clement III and the Hog; Roman Emperor, between the Kingdom of Jerusalem and the Kingdom of Cyprus, and between
the Knights Templar and the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia. In 1205 he was made Patriarch ot Jerusalem hy Pope Innocent
III during the time when the Saracens had control of the city. In this ﬂosition he was respected by all for his sanctity and
intelligence. Because of the Muslim presence in Jerusalem, Albert took up residence in Acre overlooking the great city, as
well as Mt. Carmel where a group of holy hermits lived. Albert was asked by St. Brocard, who was prior of the group of
hermits, to draw up a rule of life for them which became the beginning of the Carmelite Order. In 1214 Albert was
summoned to serve in the General Lateran Council, but was murdered before he could attend. The Master of the Hospital
of the Holy Spirit, whom he had rebuked and deposed for immorality, stabbed him to death on September 14th in the
Church of Saint John of Acre, while he was part of the procession on the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. His feast
day is September 14th.

St. Catherine (1447-1510) was born into an aristocratic family in Genoa, Italy. She was a quiet, obedient, physically
beautiful, and holy child who devoted herself to prayer and penance. At the age of 13 she made an attempt to enter a
convent, but was rejected. At the age of 16 she consented to a marriage arranged by her family for political and financial

ain. Her husband was faithless and violent, and their marriage was miserable. Catherine did not bear any children, and

or the first five years lived as a hermit in her fine home. After this time, upon her family’s rebuke of her solitude, she began
to engaﬁe in the kind of social activity expected for her state in life. This only increased her weariness and depression, and
led to the loss of her religious fervor. Catherine prayed earnestly for assistance in her trouble. Taking the advice of her
sister, who was a nun, Catherine went to confession, and through the sacrament had a profound mystical experience in
which she clearly saw the depth of her sinfulness contrasted with the depth of God’s love. From that point on she renewed
her commitment to rigorous prayer, penance, and works of mercy, and God continued to favor her with mystical visions.
Catherine later won the conversion of her husband, and they were received into the Third Order of St. Francis. Together
they cared for the poor and sick in the Genoa hospital, over which Catherine became administrator. St. Catherine’s mystical
visions were recorded by her confessor toward the end of her life, the most famous being her Treatise of Purgatory. Her
feast day is celebrated on September 15th.

Pope St. Cornelius (d. 253 A.D.) was a Roman citizen and a holy priest who became the twenty-first successor to the chair
of St. Peter, following a fourteen-month vacancy when Pope St. Fabian was martyred by Roman Emperor Decius. When
the Emperor temporarily left Rome, the persecution against the Christians subsided long enough for the Church to elect St.
Cornelius as the new Roman Pontiff. During Pope St. Cornelius’ two year reign a great controversy arose as to what to do
with Catholics who apostatized from the Cﬁrisnan faith under threat of death during the persecution. Many were being
received back to the sacraments without any penance. In response to the scandal, some maintained that apostates could not
be forgiven and could only be admitted bacE to the sacraments if they were re-baptized. Chief among them was a priest
name&g Novatian, who, as a result of the scandal, caused a schism when he had himself consecrated as an anti-pope. In
response, Pope St. Cornelius convened a synod of bishops to confirm his rightful autherity as Pope. Novatian was
excommunicated and his doctrine was condemned as heresy. Pope St. Cornelius proclaimed that the Church had the power
and authority to forgive repentant apostasy, and that converted apostates could ge readmitted to the sacraments after true
contrition with adequate penance. Soon a new wave of persecution against the Christians broke out, and Pope St. Cornelius
was driven into exile and martyred. His feast day is celebrated on September 16th.




SAINTS OF THE DAY (www.morningoffering.com) — page 2 :

St. Hildegard von Bingen (1098-1179) was born to a large and noble German family, She began to
have mystical visions at the age of three which continued throughout her life. Her parents, promising her
to the service of God, sent her to be educated at the Benedictine Abbey by an anchoress when she was
about eight years of age. At the age of fourteen she became a consecrated nun attached to the Abbey,
where she lived a quiet life of prayer for many years. At the age of 38, after the anchoress’ death, she was
chosen as the new leader of a growing group of nuns. Hildegard led a remarkable and unusual life for a
woman of her day. She was an avid composer of sacred music and liturgy, in addition to poems and plays.
She also wrote geavily on theology, natural medicine, and natural science. At the age of 42, at the
command of God, Hildegard began writing down what she saw in her visions. Her works were widely
read, even by the Pope, and leaders around the world sought her council. Her fame as a mystic and
prophetess grew, earning her the name “Sibyl of the Rhine.” More nuns flocked to join her, causin
Hildegard to establish a new monastery at Rupertsberg. She wrote proficiently on the harmony of createﬁ
nature and man’s need to live in balance with it, especially in virtue, morality, and the love of God, which
led Pope Benedict XVI to declare her the fourth female Doctor of the Church in 2012 alongside Teresa
of Avila, Catherine of Siena, and Thérése of Lisieux. Because her works were far ahead of ﬁer time she
is regarded as a historical phenomenon. Hildegard of Bingen is considered the founder of scientific
natural history in Germany. Her feast day is September 17th.

St. Joseph of Cupertino (1603-1663) was the son of a poor Italian carpenter. His father died before
he was born, leaving his mother destitute. As a result Joseph was underfed and often sick. He was an
intellectually dull child who constantly found himself the worse off in every situation. He was awkward,
absent-minded, unintelligent, and difficult to be around. Many people thought he was good for nothing—
including his own mother, who treated him harshly and considered him a burden. Added to the scornie
received from everyone, at the age of eight he began receiving ecstatic visions for which he was also

ridiculed. At the age of seventeen Joseph found work with the Capuchin Franciscan friars, eventually
joining their order once they recognized his holiness beneath his irritating demeanor. His ecstasies
{)ecame more pronounced, and he would often levitate or float as they happened. These ecstasies could
be triggered easily through the mention of anything heavenly, or by any mortification. These occurrences
became a spectacle and disturbance to others an(f caused Joseph much suffering; they were a cross he
would bear his whole life. For example, as a priest he could not celebrate Mass publicly due to his
distracting ecstasies. He was even reported to tlllje Inquisition for fear he was involved in witchcraft. Yet
St. Joseph lived a life of deep prayer and severe penance through continual fasting, subjecting himself
every year to seven Lents of forty days each. Sometimes called “The Flying Saint,” St. Joseph of
Cupertino is also the patron of air crews and aviators. His feast day is September 18th.

St. Januarius (d. 305 A.D.), also known as San Gennaro, was the Bishop of Benevento, Italy. Little is
known of his early life. He was arrested and imprisoned for his faith while visiting other Christians in
jail during the persecution of Roman Emperor Diocletian. Man: attempts were made to kill him, but one
after another tﬁey failed. He was thrown into a fiery furnace, but he came out unscathed. He was then
thrown to wild beasts in the amphitheater, but they did not attack. He was finally beheaded, and his
blood was collected by Christians and kept in a sealed glass vial for veneration. The vial of blood is still
kept today in the Naples cathedral, and it has continufﬂ%y demonstrated miraculous properties for which
no scientific explanation has been offered. St, Januarius’ blood liquefies and becomes fresh on particular
occasions throughout the year, especially his feast day, for which the saint has become famous. This

henomenon has been occurring with regularity for centuries, and is one of the “blood miracles” that is
Eistorically well-documented among the relics of certain saints. He is the patron saint of blood banks
and the city of Naples, Italy. St. Januarius’s feast day is September 19th.




ASK HER — SIMPLE WORDS TO JUMPSTART
YOUR CONVERSATION WITH MARY
By Jane Tufant Harvey

“Ask Her...to remind you that unbeknownst to you, you could be
the only “church” some people will ever know.”

MESSAGES OF MEDJUGORJE

Up-to-date messages may be obtained at httpy//www.medjugorje.org

On the 25% of day of each month the Queen of Peace gives a message to the
visionary, Marija Paviovic, for the whole world.

March 24, 1985 - “Today I wish to call you all to confession,
even if you have confessed a few days ago. I wish that you
all experience my feast day within yourselves. But you
cannot experience it unless you abandon yourselves
completely to God. Therefore, I am inviting you all to
reconciliation with God

The Wisdom of Fulton Sheen - with an introduction by Matthew
Kelly

“The soul cannot be seen in a biological laboratory, any more than
pain can be seen on an operating table.”

DIARY OF SAINT MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

(from Divine Mercy Daily)

+At that moment Jesus asked me, My child, how is your retreat
going? I answered, “But Jesus, You know how it is going.” “Yes, I
know, but I want to hear it from your own lips and from your heart.
“O my Master, when You are leading me, everything goes smoothly,
and I ask You, Lord, to never leave my side.” And Jesus said, Yes
I will be with you always, if you always remain a little child and
fear nothing. As I was your beginning here, so I will be your end.
Do not rely on creatures, even in the smallest things, because this
displeases Me. I want to be alone in your soul. I will give light and
strength to your soul, and you will learn from My representative
that I am in you, and your uncertainty will vanish like mist before
the rays of the sun. (Diary, 295). *The words of Jesus appear in
boldface type.

WEEKLY ARTICLE/VIDEOS (Divine Mercy Plus)

“Who Do You Say I AM” — Episode 3
divinemercyplus.org/videos/episode-3-word-becomes-flesh-holy-
land-digital-pilgrimage

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

--Sept. 13 — Feast Day
Committee meeting after Mass

---Sept. 20 — OCIA after Mass in
the basement

---Sept. 19 —Our Lady of Mercy
Feast Day Celebration — starts
at 5 p.m.

Word(s) of the week (from the
America College Dictionary)

He pardons all your iniquities,

MERCIFUL - full of mercy:
exercising, or characterized by

mercy; compassionate Psalm 103:3-4

heals all your ills.
He redeems your life from destruction,
crowns you with kindness and compassion.




