Catholic Communities
Rev. William Pifher — Parish Pastor

Our Lady of Mercy St. Peter
Catholic Church Catholic Church

Sunday
July 26, 2026
172 Sunday Ordinary Time

409 E. Main St. / P.O. Box 429
Fayette, OH 43521
419-337-2441
Office Hours — Tues, & Thurs.
9am. — 3 pm.

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday 8:30 a.m.
(Reconciliation 30 minutes
before Mass or by appointment)
Thursday ¢:00 a.m.

PARISH OFFICE STAFF
Sherry Renner

Office Manager/Secretary
OLOMFayette@olom2441. onmicrosoft.com

Tami Baker

Bookkeeper
OLOMBookkeesper@olom2441.onmicroscft.com

Mary Bird
CRE
OLOMCre@olom?2441.onmicrosaft.com

614 N. Defiance St.
Axchhold, Ohio 43502
Rectory — 419-446-9288
Office hours — Tues. & Thurs.
9am. -3 p.m,

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 9:00 a.m.
Friday 9:00 am

PARISH OFFICE STAFF
Kim Garrow
419-446-2150

Office Manager/Secretary

stpeter@rtecexpress.net

Doug Williams
Bookkeeper

Deb Herring
CRE




PASTORAL COUNCIL
Ron Eisel - President
Pat Eisel

Ray Hollstein

Mike Burkholder

Traci Maginn

Barbara Roby

FINANCE COUNCIL
Terry Kovar
Barb Bruggeman

Council meetings are
generally held the 37
Thursdays of the month
545 p.m. — Finance
6:15 p.m. — Pastoral

Clothing  1tems
can be donated via our drop off
gite on the east side of the
building. Our store is open on
Thursdays from
10 am. - 2 pm.
Rhonda Monahan at
517-306-7986 for information

Contact

OUR LADY OF MERCY
WEBSITE (bulletin online)
Stpeterarchbold.com/
our-lady-of*mercy

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please note that the bulletin
deadline is Tuesday by noon.
Please either call, email or put in
the collection basket any
announcement for the following
weeks bulletin.

Welcome to
Our Lady of Mercy

Parish Misgion Statement

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commitment to
minister to the physical and spiritual needs of our rural families and
steward the resources entrusted to us. We value the diversity within our
Catholic eommunity and invite all to walk with us on our journey of faith.
New Parishioners

A warm welcome as you enter our Parish Community! You are asked to
register at the parish office or see the pastor as soon as possible. If you are
moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may remove your
name from our parish records.

Sacrament of Baptism

Please call the office 419-237-2441 or Father Pifher at 419-446-9288 to
make arrangements for Baptism. A month’s notice would be helpful.
Sacrament of Marriage

Initial arrangements are to made six months prior of your planned
wedding date. The Diocesan policy is to allow sufficient time for the couple
to make adequate preparation to receive the sacrament. Please call the
office 419-237-2441 or Father Pifher at 419-446-9288 to make
arrangements.

Ancinting of the sick

Please call the office 419-237-2441 or Father Pither 419-446-9288 to make
arrangements for a visit.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults(QCIA)

Having questions about the Catholic faith? Thinking of joining the Catholic
Church? You can learn more by contacting the office 419-237-2441 or
Father Pifher 419-446-9288 for the process.

Offering Envelopes

Please fill out a form on the back tables if you are not receiving offering
envelopes.

Prayer Chain

Anyone wishing to submit prayer requests can email or call Our Lady of
Mercy office.

Email: olomprayerchain@olom2441 onmicrosoft.com

Privacy issues for Parigh Office’

IMMEDIATE FAMILY - must contact the Parish Office for all prayer
requests to be posted in the parish bulletin. Contact Sherry Renner at the
parish office at 419-237-2441, no later than Thursday at noon or email to
olomfayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com with the exact verbiage requested.
By law, the parish office does not divalge private information we receive
from hospitals




July 26, 2026 — 17t Sunday Ordinary Time

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY'S AT 7:55 A.M.

PICK UP A COPY OF LEADING THE FLOCK &

GRACEFUL LIVING
Please pick up the current copy of Bishop Thomas's Leading the
Flock and a current copy of Graceful Living. Both are on the
back tables.

RELIGIOUS ITEMS

There were a few vintage religious items that came into St.
Vincent de Paul. They are on the back table in front of the cry
room. Please take what you want. They all have be Blessed by
Father Bill.

BULL THISTLE BREAKFAST

On Saturday, August 1, 2026, 8 a.m. — 10 a.m., Our Lady of Mercy
will be hosting the community breakfast to start the day off for
the Bull Thistle Festival. If anyone would like to help please
contact Sherry Renner for more details.

OCIA — ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Has the Holy Spirit been nudging you to become Catholic? Please
pick up on the back tables the journey of becoming Catholic. Any
questions please see Father Bill. (OCIA is formerly RCTA)

NEW DIRECTORY

St. Peter has graciously invited Qur Lady of Mercy to join them
in creating a new photo directory!! The last time we have had a
photo directery was in 2015. More information will be coming in
mid August.

ST. PETER NEWS

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Every Tuesday starting at 8 a.m.
ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

Did vou know that Deacon Larry
Zachrich is also available for
Baptisms and Weddings? Contact
Larry at 419-966-7091.

FAYETTE/SURROUNDING

AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS

May 2 — Aug. 29, 2026 Fayette
Farmers Market - Opera House
parking lot -9 am. — 12 p.m.

August 1 — Bull Thistle Festival
Breakfast OLOM 8 am — 10 am
Parade — 11 am
Festivities at Park — all day

Avugust 19 — Fayette Community
Meal — Fayette Methodist Life
Center — 5 p.m. — 6p.m.




THIS WEEK'S MASS SCHEDULFE

Date Time Church Intention
Sun., July 26 8:30 a.m. OLOM Frank Grime
Mike & Joyce Dwyer
10:30 a.m. SpP Arther Godoy
Mon., dJuly 27 NO MASS For the People
Tues., July 28 6:30 p.m. SP For the People
Wed., July 29 9:00 a.m. sSP For the People
Thurs., July 30 9:00 a.m. OLOM For the people
Fri, July 31 9:00 a.m qp Amelia Salinas
Sat., August 1 4:30 p.m. Sp For the People
Sun., August 2 8:30 a.m. OLOM  For the People
10:30 a.m. SPp Frank Grime

PRAYERS FOR / FROM PARISHIONERS
Please keep the following person(s) / intention(s) in your prayers this week.

Linda Tilley .S, Military
Denise Miller

If you have someone or an intention you would like the Parish to pray for, please contact the office at
419-237-2441 or email olomprayer@olom2441.onmicorsoft.com before noon on Tuesday.




NEXT WEEK’S MINISTERS — August 2, 2026

Greeters / Gifts Ron & Pat Eisel

Proclaimer Pat Eisel
Servers Myla Burkholder
Ushers Ron & Pat Eisel

Money Counters | Phil Baker / Michelle Mirion / Barbara Roby

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT
Reported for July 19, 2026

Sunday Offertory (7 envelopes) $  301.00
Loose Offerings & 371.00
BUDGET $ 1,747.00
Over / (Under) (3 1,075.00)
OTHER COLLECTIONS

Votives & CPC Jar g 1.45
Maintenance 3 5.00
TOTAL COLLECTIONS $ 678.45

(Sunday Offertory, & Other)




SAINTS OF THE DAY (www.morningoffering.com)
Week of July 26 — August 1 !
St. Anne and St. Joachim (1st c. B.C.) are the parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the maternal
randparents of Jesus. Their names have been preserved in Church tradition since the second century, although
ittle is known of their lives. It is believed that St. Joachim and St. Anne, although wealthy, lived a devout and
simple life of voluntary poverty, chastity, and generosity to the poor. According to legend, after long years of
suffering from infertility and praying for a chilg, Joachim and Anne were each separately visited by an angel in
their old age, who announceg that they would give birth to a very special child. Their moment of joy at this
happy news is depicted with their embrace and kiss at the Golden Gate in Jerusalem. It was from their holy and
chaste marriage that the Immaculate Conception was brought into the world. According to tradition, when the
Child Mary was three years old, they dedicated her to God and presented her to live in the Jerusalem temple
until the time of her betrothal to St. Joseph. St. Anre is the patroness of unmarried women, wives, expectant
mothers, pregnancy, women in labor, grandmothers, chilfﬁess couples, and against poverty and sterility.
Wonlen praying to meet their future spouse often turn to St. Anne. St. Joachim 1s the patron of fathers and
grandfathers. Their feast day is July 26th.

Pope St Celestine I (d. 432 A.D.) was a Roman deacon who was elected Supreme Pontiff in 422 A.D. He was
a contemporary of St. Augustine, and it is said that the two were good friends. He also lived with St. Ambrose
in Milan prior to serving i Rome. Pope St. Celestine lead the Chureh for nine years during a troubled time of
social upheaval. Within the Church there were multiple dangerous heresies spreading and corrupting the faith
of the people, especially Nestorianism and Pelagianism, which he staunchly fought against, and for this he is
known as a defender of orthodox doctrine. Outside the Church, barbarian hordes were invading the West,
leading to the collapse of the Roman Empire. Pope St. Celestine I worked to restore the churches that were
attacked when Alarte the Goth sacked Rome. He also established the papal diplomatic service to send
ambassadors, known as nuncios, from the Vatican to other governments around the world. He is also the Holy
Father who sent St. Patrick to evangelize Ireland, and who introduced the responsorial psalm into the papal
Mass at Rome. His feast day is July 27th.

St. Nazarius and St. Celsus (1st c.) were early Christian martyrs, but nothing else 1s known with certainty
abont their lives or the time they lived, other than that they were put to death for their Christian faith in Milan,
Italy, perhaps during the persecution of the Emperor Nero. What we know about these saints came to us from
St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan. In 395 A.D. St. Ambrose discovered the body of St. Nazarius, with severed head,
along with a vial of his blood still as fresh as the day it was spilled, in a garden outside the city gates. St. Ambrose
carried the body in procession to bury in the city’s Basilica of the Apostles. In the same garden he also
discovered the body of St. Celsus, and hkewise had the body taken to the same basilica. Miracles oceurred in
the church at the presence of the relics of these two holy martyrs. According to one account, St. Nazartus was
the son of St. Perpetua, the child she bore just prior being executed for her faith. Celsus was a youth given to
the care of St. Nazarius by the boy’s mother, who desired %or the saint to feach her son the Christian fatth. The
two traveled and preached the Gospel together zealously before being tortured and executed in Milan, They
share a feast day on July 28th.

St. Martha (1Ist c.) was a pious Jewish woman from Bethany near Jerusalem. She was a close friend of Jesus
during his earthly ministry, as was her brother, St. Lazarus, and her sister, St. Mary of Bethany (St. Mary
Magdalene — separate feast day on July 22nd).* The Gospels tell us that “Jesus Ioved Martha, and her sister
Mary and Lazarus.” Martha would serve the Lord faithfuﬁy when he was a guest in her home, once busying
herself so much with her work that she neglected to spend time enjoying his presence, for which she earned a
gentle rebuke from Our Lord. Martha had great faith in Christ, especially evié)enced i her belief that he could
raise her brother Lazarus from the dead. In the Gospels we read that St. Martha testified that Jesus was the Son
of God even before his Passion and Resurrection. According to tradition, after the Ascension of Jesus into
heaven, St. Martha gathered a group of women together to live, pray, and do penance in common, one of the
early Christian houses of consecrated women. St. Martha is the patron of servers, maids, butlers, servants,
single laywomen, homemakers, housewives, and cooks. Together, these siblings share a feast day on July 29th.




SAINTS OF THE DAY (www.morningoffering.com) — page 2

’

St. Peter Chrysologus (406-450 A.D.) was born in Imola, Ttaly. He was an adult convest to Christianity
and studied under his bishop, Cornelius, who ordained him a deacon. In his day the city of Ravenna was
the center of the Roman Empire, making the Archbishop of Ravenna an important position in the
Church. When the Archbishop of Ravenna died, a new archbishop was elected by the clergy and the
Eeople of Ravenna. Bishop Cornelius of Imola went to Rome with his deacon, St. Peter Chyrsologus, to

ave the Ravenna appointment confirmed by Pope Sixtus ITI. When the pope saw St. Peter, he appointed
him the new Archbishop of Ravenna instead. St. Peter was an effective shepherd who stamped out
paganism, heresy, and ecclesiastical abuses from his diocese, earning the high regard of Emperor
Valentinan IIT who resided in Ravenna. He also organized services to help the poor of the city. St. Peter
was renowed for his profound and eloquent sermons, and his skill with taking complex theological truths
and putting them in plain lanﬁuage, earning him the name ‘Chrysologus’ meaning ‘the man of golden
speech’ or ‘golden word’ as well as the ‘Doctor of Homilies.” In 1729, Pope Benedict X111 declared him a
Doctor of the Church. His feast day is July 30.

St. Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556) was born at the castle of Loyola in Basque country, Spain, the
youngest of thirteen children. In keeping with the young aristocrats of his day, Ignatius sought after
military prowess, vaingloxg, and fame, and became a knight at the age of seventeen. He was known as a
fancy gesser, an expert dancer, a womanizer, senstive to insult, and involved in criminal behavior.
During a period of convalescence after being wounded in battle, he read a collection of saint biographies
and a Life of Christ. These books profoundly affected him, and he experienced a conversion of heart. He
desired to pattern his life after the great saints, and ceremoniously hung up his military garments before
an image of the Virgin Mary. After experiencing a vision of the Blessed Mother with the Infant Jesus, he
lived for a time as an ascetic in a cave. It was during this time that he formulated his famous Spiritual
Exercises, the spiritual centerpiece of the religious order he would later establish. He then went on
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and studied theology for many years. During his studies he gathered a group
of six like-minded men and founded the Society of Jesus, today known as the Jesuits. They went as
missionaries all over the world to spread the Gospel, especially focusing on education. Today the Jesuits
have over 30,000 members and 500 universities. St. Ignatius of Loyola’s feast day is July 31st.

St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696--1787) was born near Naples, the eldest of eight children of a noble
family. He became a lawyer after receiving doctorates in canon and civil law at tghe age of 16. For many
years he was successful in practicing law, but grew disenchanted with the profession. After losing a case
for the first time at the age of 27 after eight years of practicing the law, he discerned a call to enter the
seminary and became a priest. Alphonsus spent the early years of his priesthood ministering to homeless
and marginalized youth, and through this work eventually founded the Congregation of the Most Holy
Redeemer, known as the Redemptorists, which aimed to preach in city slums. He was known best for his
sermons, especially his ability to convert those who were estranged from the faith, and for his great works
in moral and spirttual theology. He was a practical and prudent theologian, avoiding the extremes of
being too rigid and legalistic on the one hand, and too lax on the other, despite the fact that he struggled
with scrupulosity in Ins personal life. He suffered much from arthritis in hus old age, his neck becoming
so bent that his chin left an open sore on his chest. His most famous written works were on the Virgin
Mary and the Blessed Sacrament. For his work in moral theology he was declared a Doctor of the Church.
He is the patron saint of moral theologians, vocations, arthritis sufferers, and those who struggle with
serupulosity. St. Alphonsus Ligourt’s feast day is August 1st.




ASK HER — SIMPLE WORDS TO JUMPSTART
YOUR CONVERSATION WITH MARY
By Jane Tufant Harvey

“Ask Her...to remind you that humanity is in desperate need of
spiritual comfort; she’d like you to be the hands and feet of Christ
to offer that comfort.”

MESSAGES OF MEDJUGORJE

Up-to-date messages may be obtained at http/www.mediugorje.org

On the 25% of day of each month the Queen of Peace gives a message to the
visionary, Marija Paviovic, for the whole world,

February 21, 1885 - "Dear children! From day to day I have been
inviting you to renewal and prayer in the parish, but you are not
accepting it. Today I am calling you for the last time! Now it's Lent
and you as a parish can turn to my messages during Lent out of
love. If you do not do that, I do not wish to keep on giving messagss.
God is permitting me that. Thank you for having responded to my
call,”

The Wisdom of Fulton Sheen - with an introduction by Matthew
Kelly

“Only in true solitariness is true spirituality born, when the soul
stands naked before its God.”

DIARY OF SAINT MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

(from Divine Mercy Daily}

Conference on Spiritual Warfare.

Observe the rule as faithfully as you can. If someone causes you
trouble, think what good you can do for the person who caused you
to suffer. Do not put out your feelings. Be silent when you are
rebuked. Do not ask everyone's opinion, but only the opinion of
your confessor; be as frank and simple ag a child with him, (Diary,
1760). *The words of Jesus appear in boldface type.

WEEKLY ARTICLE/VIDEQS FROM THE DIVINE
MERCY/DIVINE MERCY PLUS WEBSITE
divinemercyplus.org/videos/saint-francis

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

—-August 1 - Bull Thistle
Breakfast 8 am -10 am

--= August 15 — The Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

8:30 am — Rosary

9:00 am — Mass

---Aupust 20 — Council meetings
Finance — 5:45 p.m.
Pastoral — 6:15 p.m.

---Sept. 19 — Save the Date —
QOur Lady of Mercy Feast Day
Celebration

Word(s) of the week (from the
America College Dictionary)

“The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do

WEAKNESS — a weak point, asin

not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spixit

a person’s character; slight fault or himself intercedes with inexpressible groanings..”

defect Romans 8:26




