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weeks bulletin,

Welcome to
Our Lady of Merxcy

Parish Misgion Statement

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by cur commitment to
minister to the physical and spiritual needs of our rural families
and steward the resources entrusted to us. We value the diversity
within our Cathofic community and invite all to walk with us on our

Jjourney of faith.

New Parighioners

A warm welcome as you enter our Parish Community! You are
asked to register at the parish office or see the pastor as soon as
possible. If you are moving from the parish, please inform the office
50 we may remove your name from our parish records.

Sacrament of Baptism

Please call the office 419-237-2441 or Father Pifker at 419-446-9288
to make arrangements for Baptism. A month’s notice would be
helpful.

Sacrament of Marriage

Initial arrangements are to made six months prior of your planned
wedding date. The Diocesan policy is to allow sufficient time for the
couple to make adequate preparation to receive the sacrament.
Please call the office 419-237-2441 or Father Pifher at 419-446-9288
to make arrangements.

Ancinting of the gick

Please call the office 419-237-2441 or Father Pifher 419-446-9288 to
make arrangements for a visit.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults(OCIA)

Having questions about the Catholic faith? Thinking of joining the
Catholic Church? You can learn more by contacting the office 419-
237-2441 or Father Pither 419-446-9288 for the process.

Prayer Chain

Anyone wishing to submit prayer requests can email or call Qur
Lady of Mercy office.

FEmail: olomprayerchain@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Privacy issues for Parish Office’

IMMEDIATE FAMILY - must contact the Parich Office for all
prayer requests to be posted in the parish bulletin. Contact Sherry
Renner at the parish office at 419-237-2441, no Jater than Thursday
at noon or email to olomfavette@clom2441.onmicrosoft.com with
the exact verbiage requested. By law, the parish office does not
divulge private information we receive from hospitals




SAINTS OF THE DAY (www.morningoffering.com)
Week of August 3 — August 9

St. Lydia Parpuraria, also called Lydia of Thyatira (1st. ¢), was a pious and wealthy woman involved in the
textile trade in Philippi, Macedonia. She and her husband manufactured and traded in the lucrative business
of purple dyes and fggrics, a luxury for the elite. Lydia was a worshiper of the true God, and when St. Paul's
MISSIONATY JOUINEYS broudght him to Philippi in about 50 A.D., God opened Lydia's heart to accept the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, Lydia and her family became St. Paul's very first converts to Christianity, as mentioned in the
Acts of the Apostles. After her family was baptized, Lydia invited Paul and his comPanion, St. Timothy, to stay
in her home. Lydia served the Lord through her gift of hospitality, and her home became a meeting place for
the early Christians. After Paul and Silas were released from prison, it was to Lydia's home that they first went

to meet and encourage the believers gathered there. St. Lydia's feast day is August 3.

St. John Vianney, also known as St. Jean Marie Vianney (1786—1859) was born in France to a farming famuly,
one of six children of devout Catholic parents. He was baptized on the day of his birth. When he was four years
old the French Revolution erupted, and priests were forced into hiding. Every day they risked their lives to give
the sacraments, and John looked up to them as heroes. His First Holy Communion and Confirmation were
made in secrecy. After the Church in France was reestablished, John studied for the priesthood. He had
difficulty in his studies due to his lack of formal education during the turmoil of the revolution, but his great
desire carried him through. After his ordination he became a parish tﬁn'est assigned to the small country town
of Ars. There he ministered to the carmage the revolution had l%ft in the souls of the French people. Many were
indifferent to, and ignorant of, the Faith. John performed great penances for the people and received many
graces for their conversion. He had the gifts of miracle-working, prophecy, hidden knowledge, and discernment
of spirits. He was soon known internationally, and people came from afgr to see him. Year after year he spent
11-12 hours a day in the confessional, and up to 16 hours in the summer. By 1855 there were 20,000 pilgrims
travelin% annually to Ars. Because of this St. John Vianney was tormented by evil spirits throughout his life,
especially when he attempted to get his two to three hours of sleep a night. He died at the age of 73 after serving
40 years as a %yarish priest. Over 300 priests and 6,000 people attended his funeral. St. John Vianney is the
patron saint of confessors and priests. His feast day is August 4th.

St, Oswald (605-642 A.D.) was the second of seven sons born to the pagan king of Northumbria in northern
England. After his father was killed in battle, the kingdom was split. His uncle claimed the throne, while Oswald
fled with his mother and brothers to Scotland for safety. There his family was converted to Christianity by the
renowned monks of Tona, Oswald was educated by the holy monks and grew inte a brave and pious warrior.
After the death of his uncle and elder brother, Oswald moved to reclaim his father's throne and liberate it from
enemy rule. On the eve of a decisive battle, he received a vision of St. Columba who promised him success.
Before battle, Oswald erected a cross and knelt before it in prayer, along with his army. Following his victory,
$t. Oswald rennited Northumbria and was made king. Flis influence as a monarch was so greaf that he was
considered the Emperor of almost all of Britain, uniting the the Britons, Picts, Scots, and the English. He
requested a bishop to be sent to his kingdom to aid in the conversion of bis people to Christianity; he also
invited St. Aidan and a group of Irish monks from lona to found a monastery {%r the kingdom at Lindisfarne.
This ushered in Northumbria's "golden ?gle" as the most mportant centre of learning and arts in the British
Tsles. Oswald ruled as a saintly and powerful Christian king, in justice, humility, and generosity to the poor and
strangers, as noted by the prestigious historian, the Venerable Bede. St. Oswald was killed in battle, and
afterwards the place of his death was noted for many miracles. His feast day is August 5th.

St. Maria Francesca of Jesus Rubatto (1844— 1904) was one of eight children from an Italian family. Her
father died when she was four. In her teenage years she received an offer of marriage, which she declined as
she had taken a vow of virginity from an early age. When she was nineteen, after the death of her mother, Maria
moved to Turin and befriended a noblewoman who gave her assistance. Maria taught catechism to the woman’s
children, in addition to the other children in the city. She also had a habit of visiting the sick and poor. One
day a construction worker had an accident while building a convent, and Maria, who was walking nearby,
he{rped him and gave him money so that he could recover from his injury. The sisters of the convent took notice




THIS WEEK'S MASS SCHEDULE

Sun., Aug. 3 8:30 a.m. OLOM For the People
10:30 a.m. SP Cathy Warner,
Carolyn Bigger
Ronald Ruffer
Mon., Aug. 4 NO MASS
Tues., Aug. 5 6:30 p.m. SP For the People
Wed., Aug. 6 9:00 a.m. SP For the People
Thurs., Aug. 7 9:00 a.m. OLOM For the People
Fri., Aug. 8 9:00 a.m. SP For the People
Sat., Aug. 9 4:30 p.m. SP Mike Salinas
Sun., Aug. 10 8:30 a.m. OLOM Marcel Bonin
Rosemary Pontious
106:30 a.m. SP Cindy Eddy,
Al Holland
Gina Dammon

PERAYERS FOR / FROM PARISHIONERS
Please keep the following person(s) / intention(s) in your prayers this week.

Shirley Taylor Frank Grime
All United States military home & abroad Jimmie Crowell

Ifyou have someone or an intention you would like the Parish to pray for, please contact the office at
418-287-2441 or email olomprayer@olom2441.onmicorsoft.com before noen on Tuesday.




Greeters / Gifts Mary Bird / Shelly Gruman

Proclaimer Shelly Gruman

Servers Kennedy Kunkle

Ushers Phil & Tami Baker

Minsters of the Eucharist Until further notice

Money Counters Phil Baker / Barbara Roby / Cindi Siegel

SACRAFICIAL OFFERING REPORT
Reported for July 27, 2025

Sunday Offertory (14 envelopes) $  789.00
Loose Offerings $  272.00
BUDGET $ 1,747.00
Over / (Under) (3 686.00)
OTHER COLLECTIONS

Agsumption ¥ 10.00
TOTAL COLLECTIONS $ 1,071.00

(Sunday Offertory & Other)




SAINTS OF THE DAY (www.morningoffering.com)
Week of August 3 — August §

St. Lydia Purpuraria, also called Lydia of Thyatira (1st. ¢), was a pious and wealthy woman involved in the
textile trade in Philippi, Macedonia. She and her husband manufactured and traded m the lucrative business
of purple dyes and fggrics, a luxury for the elite. Lydia was a worshiper of the true God, and when St. Paul's
missionary journeys brought him to Philippi in about 50 A.D., God opened Lydia's heart to accept the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. Lydia and her family became St. Paul's very first converts to Christianity, as mentioned in the
Acts of the Apostles. After her family was baptized, Lydia invited Paul and his com][aanion, St. Timuothy, to stay
in her home. Lydia served the Lord through her gift of hospitality, and her home became a meeting place for
the early Christians. After Paul and Silas were released from prisor, it was to Lydia's home that they first went

to meet and encourage the believers gathered there, St. Lydia's feast day is August 3.

St. John Vianney, also known as St. Jean Marie Vianney (1786~1859) was born in France to a farming family,
one of six children of devout Catholic parents. He was baptized on the day of his birth. When he was four years
old the French Revolution erupted, and priests were forced into hiding. Every day they risked their fives to give
the sacraments, and John looked up to them as herces. His First Holy Communion and Confirmation were
made in secrecy. After the Church in France was reestablished, John studied for the priesthood. He had
difficulty in his studies due to his lack of formal education during the turmoil of the revolution, but his great
desire carried him through. After his ordination he became a parish priest assigned to the small country town
of Ars. There he ministered to the carnage the revolution had lgft in the souls of the French people. Many were
indifferent to, and ignorant of, the Faith. John performed great penances for the people and received many
graces for their conversion. He had the gifts of miracle-working, prophecy, hidden knowledge, and discernment
of spirits. He was soon known internationally, and people came from afar to see him. Year after year he spent
11-12 hours a day in the confessional, and up to 16 hours in the summer. By 1855 there were 20,000 pilgrims
traveling annually to Ars. Because of this St. John Vianney was tormented by evil spirits throughout his life,
especial%y when he attempted to get his two to three hours of sleep anight. He died at the age of 73 after serving
40 years as a Earish priest. Over 300 priests and 6,000 people attended his funeral. St. John Vianney is the
patron saint of confessors and priests. His feast day is August 4th.

St. Oswald (605-642 A.D.) was the second of seven sons born to the pagan king of Northumbria in northern
Eneland. After his father was killed in batile, the lkingdom was split. His uncle claimed the throne, while Oswald
ﬂeg with his mother and brothers to Scotland for safety. There his family was converted to Christianity by the
renowned monks of Iona. Oswald was educated by the holy monks and grew into a brave and pious warrior.
After the death of his uncle and elder brother, Oswald moved to reclaim his father's throne and liberate it from
enemy rule. On the eve of a decisive battle, he received a vision of St. Columba who promised him success.
Before battle, Oswald erected a cross and knelt before it in prayer, along with his army. Following his victory,
St. Oswald reunited Northumbria and was made king. His influence as a monarch was so great that he was
considered the Emperor of almost all of Britain, uniting the the Britons, Picts, Scots, ang the English. He
requested a bishop to be sent to his kingdom to aid in the conversion of his people to Christianity; he also
invited St. Aidan and a group of Irisk monks from Tona to found a monastery for the kingdom at Lindisfarne,
This ushered in Northumbria's "golden a{%ﬁ" as the most important centre of learning and arts in the British
Isles. Oswald ruled as a saintly and powerful Christian king, in justice, humility, and generosity to the poor and
strangers, as noted by the prestigious historian, the Venerable Bede. St. Oswald was killed in battle, and
afterwards the piace of his death was noted for many miracles. His feast day is August 5th.

St., Maria Francesca of Jesus Rubatto (1844— 1904) was one of eight children from an Italian family. Her
father died when she was four. In her teenage years she received an offer of marriage, which she declined as
she had taken a vow of virginity from an early age. When she was nineteen, after the death of her mother, Maria
moved to Turin and befriended a noblewoman who gave her assistance. Maria taught catechism to the woman’s
children, in addition to the other children in the city. She also had a habit of visiting the sick and poor. One
day a construction worker had an accident while building a convent, and Maria, who was walking nearby,

helped him and gave him money so that he could recover from his injury. The sisters of the convent took notice




SAINTS OF THE DAY (www.morningoffering.com) — page 2

(St. Maria Francesca of Jesus Rubatto — cont.)

of Maria for this act of charity and desired that she join their community. Maria accepted their invitation
and was later appointed superior of this new community of Capuchin Franciscan sisters. She had a desire
to serve in the overseas missions, and in 1892 left Ttaly and crossed the Atlantic Ocean to South America.
She made this journey seven times in her work of founding Cathelic missions in Uruguay and Argentina.
Her feast day is Angust 6th. She was canonized on May 15, 2022 by Pope Francis.

Pope St. Sixtus I (d. 258 A.D.) became the Roman Pontiff in the year 257 A.D. His early life is
uncertain, and he is mentioned by name in the Roman Canon of the Mass. He helped mend the
relationship between Rome and the Eastern and Afriean churches over the problem of the rebaptism of
converted %eretics, a controversy which threatened schism. St. Sixtus II, a peaceful man, restored
friendly relations and maintained unity. However, he served as Holy Father for only one year due to the
persecution of Christians by Roman Emperor Valerian. As a resuli, Pope St. Sixtas IT was suppressed
and forbidden to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. He continued to worship in secret in (?eﬁance
to the unjust law, and while offering Mass in a cemetery chapel he was ambushed and beheaded by
Roman soldiers. His feast day is Angust 7th.

St. Dominie {(1170-1221) was born in Spain to a family of noble lineage. His mother, Blessed Jane of
Aza, prayed at the church of St. Dominic Silos to conceive a male child, her first two sons being given to
the priesthood. In answer to her prayer, she dreamed that a dog leaped from her womb carrying a torch
1n its mouth which set the world ablaze. At his baptism, his godmother beheld a star shining %rom his
forehead. As a child Dominic showed signs of great sanctity and intelligence, and he was also given to
the Church for the priesthood. When famine struck Dominic sold his rare and expensive theology books
to feed the poor. As a priest he traveled with his bishop into southern France and discovered that it had
been overrun with a heretical movement which led many away from the Church. This inflamed his desire
to devate his life to apostolic preaching for the salvation of souls, at the time an office reserved to bishops,
With the Pope's approval he founded the Order of Preachers, or the Dominicans, committed to defend
the truth of the Catholic faith. St. Dominic's Order was novel in that it combined the active and
contemplative religious life with the labor of scholarly study and itierate preaching. St. Dominic was
Innovative in meeting the needs of his time to defend the Church against her enemies. To aid his missicn,
Our Lady appeared to him and gave him a new devotion—the Holy Rosary. St. Dominic is the patron
samt of scientists and astronomers. His feast day is Augnst 8th.

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (1891-1942) was born as Edith Stein in Prussia, the youngest of
eleven children from a devout Jewish family. She was a bright and gifted child, and as she matured she
became an atheist. She went on to receive a doctorate in philosophy, studying under the famous
ghilosophers Heidegger and Husser]. Despite her atheism, she was affected by several friends who

isplayed a great passion for the Catholic faith. One day, while staying at a friend's home, she saw the
autobrography of St. Teresa of Avila. She read it from cover to cover, and after finishing it she exclaimed,
"This is the Truth." Edith was baptized in Cologne, Germany in 1922. From there she taught for a time
at a Dominican school and studied St. Thomas Aquinas and other Catholic philosophers. When the rise
of anti-semitism forced her to resign from ateaching post, she wrote to Pope Pius XI asking him to
publicly denounce the Nazis. Discerning a call to the religious life, she became a Carmelite nun in
Cologne 1934, {aking the name Teresa Benedicta of the Cross after her special devotion to the Cross of
Christ. When the Nazi threat grew in Germany, her Order transferred her to a convent in the Netherlands
for safety. There Edith grew in her desire to offer her life for the salvation of souls. The Nazis eventually
came for her, and she, along with her sister Rose, who was also a convert, were sent to the Nazi
concentration camp in Auschwitz. They were both killed in the gas chamber. St. Edith Stein is the
patroness of martyrs and Europe. Her feast day is August 9th.




ASK HER - STMPLE WORDS TO JUMPSTART
YOUR CONVERSATION WITH MARY

By Jane Tufant Harvey
“Ask Her...to to help you recognize how much time you
might be spending trying to control the perceptions other
people have of you”

DIARY OF SAINT MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA
Notebosck 3

1210 Today, bring to Me all mankind, especially all sinners,
and immerse them in the ocean of My mercy. In thia way
you will console Me in the bitter grief into which the loss of
souls plunges Me.

MESSAGES OF MEDJUGORJE

On the 25% of day of each month the Queen of Peace gives a
message to the visionary, Marija Paviovie, for the whole world.
Up-to-date messages may be obtained at
httpifwww, mediugorje.org

March 1, 1984 “Dear children! I have chosen this parish in
a special way and I wish to lead it. I am guarding it in love
and I want everyone to be mine. Thank you for having
responded tenight. T wish you always to be with me and my
Son in ever greater numbers. I shall speak a message to

you every Thursday.

DAILY READINGS WEBSITES / MATERIALS
www.uscchb.org/daily-bible-reading
www.ewtn.com/catholism/daily-readings

Word Among Us — located on back table

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

---Aug. 8 — Silent Festival
Committee meeting

“-Aug. 14 — *No Morning Mass*
Vigil The Assumption of Mary
6:30 p.m. Rosary
700 p.m. Mass

---Aug. 15
The Assumption of Mazry
Mass 9:00 a.m. @ St. Peter

---Aug. 21 — Council meetings
Finance — 545 pm
Pastoral — 6:15 pm

---Aug. 30 — Fulton Co. Fair Mass
T pm Rosary
7:30 pm Mass

---Fulton County Fair -
Volunteers needed on Tuesday,
Sept. 2, 2025, 11:30 am — 2 pm
and all-day Thursday, Sept. 4,
2025, starting at 10 am.

---Sept. 20 — Our Lady of Mercy
Festival

Word(s) of the week (from the
America Coilege Dicticnary)

VALUE — the worth of a thing as
measgured by the amount of other
things for which it can be
exchanged, or as estimated in
terms of medium of exchange

God.
Luke 12:21

Thus will it be for all who store up treasure for
themselves but are not rich in what matters to







