June 29, 2025

Acts 12:1-11 / 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 / Matthew 16:13-19

Roots and Wings

FR.JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

o here are two things we should give our
T children: one is roots and the other
is wings.” So goes the adage. It is in
knowing our roots that we know who we are. It is
with wings that we then shape the future—a future
sprouting from those roots but also blossoming
into something new. If there were only the roots,
we would never know life’s richness. Without
wings, never would we come to beauty.

The solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul honors
both of these dynamics in the Church. It was Peter
who was the Rock, who was able to recognize
God’s presence made flesh among us, who would
say to Jesus, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God” (Matthew 16:16).

It was Paul who pushed the envelope, who
proclaimed that God’s saving love was for Jews and
Gentiles—both members of the household of God—
without distinction. It was Paul who argued that
circumcision was not necessary for a believer. It
was Paul who recognized that the Law was indeed
a blessing, yet also that obeying the Law does not
save us—it is the love of Christ Jesus that saves us.

Many are rooted through faith in Christ Jesus.
Some live out that faith as Catholics, others as
Lutherans or Methodists, still others as Orthodox
or Anglicans. All of us rooted in Christ, all of
us living out faith, each blossoming in our own
fruitfulness as guided by the Spirit, for the purpose
of tradition is to pass on the flame and not to

preserve the ashes.

Am I more comfortable with roots or wings?
Am I more like St. Peter or St. Paul, and why?
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Our Lady of Mercy

409 E. Main St.
Fayette, OH 43521

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Thursday 2:00 a.m.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Ron Eisel
Paf Eisel
Ray Hollstein
Mike Burkholder
Traci Maginn
Barbara Roby

Clothing items can be

donated via our drop off

site on the east side of

% 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

“50CIET

%! Contact Rhonda
) Monahan ot

: 517-306-7986 for
information.

« Baptism: Please call Father Pifher at 419-444-9288 to make arrangements for Baptism. A month's notice would be help
« Reconciliation: Father will be avdilable for confes
« New Parishioners: A warm welcome ds you enter our Parish Communit

see the pastor as soon as possible. If you are moving from the parish, p

name from our parish records.

« Anointing of the Sick: Those who can participat
which is treated or medicated for by a doctor.
(body, mind, or spirit). Please make arrangements with Father or call the parish office.

« Matrimony: Please contact the Parish Office six months ahead of your planned wedding date, for

and scheduling.

« RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a series of classes
church. Weekly sessions begin in September.
have been raised in another faith are all welcome to register.
members and friends. There is no obligation to join the church. This is sim

the building. Our store is
S IINCE open on Thursdays from

Parish Pastor
Rev. William Pifher
419-446-9288

OLM PARISH OFFICE
P.O. Box 429
Fayette, OH 43521

Phone: 419-237-2441

Hours: 9 am.to 3 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday

PARISH STAFF

Secretary: Sherry Renner
OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoff.com

Bookkeeper

Tami Baker
OLOMBookkeeper@aolom2441.onmicrosoft.com

CRE
Mary Bird

OLOMCre@olomz2441.onmircrosoft.com

Website (bulletin online)
stpeterarchbold.com/our-lady-of-mercy

SACRAMENT INFORMATION

Catholic faith. Contact Fr. Wiliam Pifher at 41 9-446-9288.

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Please note that the bullefin deadline is Tuesday, Noon. Please either call,

put in the collection basket any announcement for the following week's bulletin

People who have not been bapfi

St. Peter

614 N, Defiance St.
Archbold, OH 43502

MASsS SCHEDULE
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 9:00 a.m.
Friday 9.00 a.m.

Parish Secretary
Kim Garrow 419-446-2150
email-stpeter@rtecexpress.net
Religious Ed
Deb Herring
Parish Council President
Stephen Bernath

sions starting 30 minutes before Mass each week.
yl You are asked fo register at the parish office or

lease inform the office so we may remove your

designed to bring new members info the Catholic

zed, who have not been practicing or who
Parishioners are encouraged to invite interested family

ply an opportunity to learn more about the

ful.

e: Anyone who is seriously sick or suffering a grave illness (nof a cold, or flu)
Also for those of old age which often brings morale or depression factors

Marriage Preparation

email at OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com or




SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 2025

13" Sunday of Ordinary Time

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY’S AT 8 A.M.
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“Americal America! God shed His Grace on thee.”

CONDOLENCES
Our condolences go out to the Eisel family. Ron and Pat lost their nephew Dylan
Eisel on Tuesday, June 24. Prayers also for Dylan’s girlfriend and family.

THE CHOSEN
Season 2 episode 3 “Matthew 4:24” will be viewed on Wednesday, July 2, 2025
at7p.m.

HELP WANTED

Our Lady of Mercy is looking for a part time (6 - 9 hours per week) cleaning
person for the church and office. Starting date will be July 1, 2025. Please
contact Father Bill or call the office 419-237-2441, if you are interested or know
of someone.

ALTAR ROSARY
There will be an Altar Rosary meeting on Sunday, July 20, 2025 after Mass. We
will be discussing the final details for the Bull Thistle Breakfast.

NEW BULLETIN LOOK COMING NEXT WEEK
The bulletin is getting a NEW look on July 6, 2025. Ligouri Publications who has
been our supplier for the cover of the bulletins has stopped printing them.

ASK HER - SIMPLE WORDS TO JUMPSTART YOUR CONVERSATION WITH MARY

By Jane Tufant Harvey
“Ask Her...to remind you that God did not make you to “fit in,” He made you to
stand out!”

DIARY OF SAINT MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

Notebook 3

1148 June 20, [1937]. We resemble God most when we forgive our neighbors. God is
Love, Goodness, and Mercy... Every soul, and especially the soul of every religious,
should reflect My mercy. My Heart overflows with compassion and mercy for all. The
heart of My beloved must resemble Mine; from her heart must spring the fountain of
My mercy for souls; otherwise | will not acknowledge her as Mine.

ST. PETER NEWS

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Every Tuesday starting at 8 a.m.
ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

Did you know that Deacon Larry
Zachrich is also available for
Baptisms and Weddingse Confact

Larry at 419-966-7091.

FAYETTE/SURROUNDING
AREA COMMUNITY NEWS

---Saturdays until Sept. 27 2025 —
Fayette Farmers Market 9 a.m. —
Noon @ Opera House parking lot

---July 16 — Community Meal — Fayette
Methodist Life Center 5p.m.-
6p.m.

If you know of any Fayette Community
events, please either call or visit the
office or email to
OLOMPFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Prayer chain-ANYONE wishing to submit
prayer requests can email or call Our
Lady of Mercy office. Email
olomprayerchain@olom?2441.onmicrosoft.co
m

Privacy Issues for Parish Office:
IMMEDATE FAMILY - must contact the
parish office for all prayer requests to be
posted in the parish bullefin.  Please
submit  with  the exact verbiage
requested. Contact Sherry Renner at
the parish office at 419-237-2441, no
later than Thursday at noon. By law, the
parish office does not divulge private
information we receive from hospitals.
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Saints of the Day

(www.morningoffering.com)

Week of June 29 - July 7

Sunday, June 29 - St. Peter and St. Paul - St. Peter and St. Paul (1st c.) were the foremost Apostles of Jesus Christ; St. Peter
was the leader of the Twelve, while St. Paul followed Christ after His ascension into heaven. Together the two saints are the
founders of the Church in Rome through their apostolic preaching, ministry, and martyrdom in that city. They are the solid
rock on which the foundation of the Catholic Church is built, and they will forever remain her protectors and guides. To them
Rome owes her true greatness, for it was under God’s providential guidance that they transformed the capital of the Roman
Empire into the heart of the Church, with the mission to radiate the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ throughout the world.
Both saints were martyred in close proximity to one another; Peter first, then Paul, though some traditions claim they were
killed on the same day. St. Peter was crucified upside down and buried on the hill of the Vatican where St. Peter’s Basilica now
stands. St. Paul was beheaded on the via Ostia and buried where the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls now stands. St.
Peter and St. Paul are the patron saints of Rome and they share a feast day on June 29, a tradition going back to the earliest
centuries of the Church.

Monday, June 30 - Blessed Gennaro Sarnelli - Bl. Gennaro Sarnelli (1702 - 1744) was born to a noble family in Naples, Italy.
He was very well educated, and completed his doctorate in civil and canon law at the age of 20. He gave much of his time to
caring for the incurably sick, through which he discerned a call to the priesthood. He was ordained in 1732. He became good
friends with St. Alphonsus Liguori, founder of the Redemptorists. Shortly afterward, Blessed Gennaro became a Redemptorist
priest. Gennaro's special work was preaching to those who were the most spiritually deprived, while also caring for the
temporal needs of impoverished children. He was a great defender of the dignity of women, and worked intensely to free
women and girls from forced prostitution. Blessed Gennaro was also a talented writer, penning over 30 books ranging in
subjects such as theology, law, prayer, spiritual direction, and contemporary moral issues. He worked so hard that his health
suffered, and he died when he was only 42 years old. He was beatified by Pope St. John Paul II in 1996. His feast day is June

30.

Tuesday, July 1 - St. Junipero Serra - St. Junipero Serra (1713 — 1784) was born to a farming family on the Spanish island of
Majorca. He was baptized the same day he was born, and was later sent to be educated by the Franciscans. In 1730 he joined
the Franciscans and was ordained to the priesthood. St. Junipero was considered brilliant by his peers; he was well-trained in
philosophy and theology, and taught at the university. In 1750 he traveled to the New World and began ministering to the
people of Mexico City. In 1768 he moved north and began working in the Californian missions. As a result of his tireless
missionary efforts, he is largely responsible for the spread of Catholicism along the western coast of the United States—as
testified by the many Californian cities with Spanish Christian names. He founded the first nine of twenty-one Catholic
missions that spread along the California coast. He converted thousands of Native Americans to the Christian faith and taught
them new methods of agriculture, animal husbandry, and craftsmanship. He died from tuberculosis at the age of 71. The Native
Americans he ministered wept at his death out of their love for him. Junipero Serra was beatified by Pope St. John Paul II in
1988 and canonized by Pope Francis during his trip to the United States in 2015, the first canonization Mass to ever take place
on American soil. His feast day is July 1st.

Wednesday, July 2 - St. Bernardino Realino - St. Bernardino Realino (1530-1616) was born in Italy to a noble family. He
grew into an accomplished "Renaissance Man" of his day; he studied law and medicine, had a successful career as an attorney
and judge, and served as the mayor of three cities. At the age of 34 he completed an eight-day retreat with Jesuit priests, and
during this time he discerned a call to the religious life. He entered the Jesuit order and was ordained a priest in 1567. As a
priest he preached, taught, and visited the sick and poor in the areas of Naples and Lecce. He was much loved and venerated
by the people he ministered to, especially because of the miracles he performed. It was commonly believed among the people
that he was a living saint. Even public scandal and civil strife were calmed due to his holy influence. While he was on his death
bed, the city leaders of Lecce came to request of him that he become the official patron saint of their city once he entered
heaven. After St. Bernardino's death, vials of his blood were kept for veneration, which were observed to liquefy and exhibit
unusual phenomena for more than a century. St. Bernardino Realino's feast day is July 2nd.




Thursday, July 3 -St. Thomas the Apostle — St. Thomas the Apostle (1st c.) was one of the twelve disciples who accompanied
Jesus during His earthly ministry. He is remembered for his disbelief in the news of Christ's Resurrection until he physically
saw and touched Jesus' wounds—thus earning him the name "Doubting Thomas." After Pentecost he traveled and preached
throughout Persia and southeast Asia. Early traditions ascribe his main work and martyrdom to India, so that he is also called
the "Apostle of India." He converted many to Christ, worked miracles, and established the Church in the East. One
tradition holds that on his way to India he met and baptized the Three Wise Men of the Nativity who first venerated Jesus at
Bethlehem. St. Thomas is also remembered for being a skilled carpenter, and according to Indian tradition he built the first
churches in India with his own hands. St. Thomas the Apostle is the patron of India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Singapore, architects, builders, masons, surveyors, theologians, against blindness, and of people in doubt. His feast day is July
3rd.

Friday, July 4 - Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati - Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati (1901-1925) was born in Turin, Italy, to a wealthy
and prominent family. He was a vibrant, joyful, and athletic youth with an adventurous spirit and a strong zest for life. He
loved mountain climbing, the theater, opera, and literature. He also had a deep spiritual life and a strong devotion to the Holy
Eucharist and the Virgin Mary, even while his piety provoked criticism from his parents. He challenged his friends to a life of
virtue, leading them in spiritual exercises such as daily Mass and the rosary. He joined the St. Vincent de Paul Society in 1918
and became a Lay Dominican in 1922. He was also politically active in resisting fascism and communism; he took part in public
demonstrations and joined religious-political organizations such as the Catholic Students Federation and Catholic Action. He
also spent much time caring for the sick and poor to a heroic degree, yet his parents punished him when they caught him
giving away his money and possessions. While ministering to the sick he contracted polio and died just six days later at the
age of 24. His family, thinking he suffered from a mild sickness, did not realize the seriousness of his condition until it was
too late. At his funeral his parents were shocked to find thousands of the city's poor, whom their son had helped in some way,
arrive to pay their respects. Pope St. John Paul II called Pier Giorgio Frassati a "'man of the beatitudes” at his beatification in
199o0. His feast day is July 4th.

Saturday, July 5 - St. Zoe of Rome - St. Zoe of Rome (d. 286 A.D.) was a noblewoman married to a Roman court official
during the reign of the infamous Emperor Diocletian. For six years she suffered from a condition that left her unable to speak;
when she met St. Sebastian she fell at his feet so that he would heal her. St. Sebastian made the Sign of the Cross over her, and
from that moment her speech miraculously returned. As she was being healed she had a vision of an angel standing next to
St. Sebastian holding a book in which was written everything that St. Sebastian preached. Her first words were ones of thanks
and praise to God, and many witnesses of the miracle were brought to faith in Christ. Zoe and her husband then received
baptism, along with many others who had come to believe in Christ through St. Sebastian’s miracles. Of this new group of
Christians, St. Zoe was the first to be martyred for her faith. She was greatly devoted to St. Peter the Apostle, and was arrested
while praying at his tomb. She was martyred by being hung from a tree by her hair, with a fire lit under her feet. After her
death her body was thrown into the Tiber River. She then appeared in a vision to St. Sebastian, who was in prison awaiting
his execution, to tell him of her martyrdom and subsequent glory. St. Zoe of Rome’s feast day is July sth.




Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commitment fo minister to the physical and spiritual needs of our
rural families and steward the resources enfrusted to us. We value the diversity within our Catholic community and invite

JUNE 29, 2025

Our Lady of Mercy Parish :sg};,

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

all fo walk with us on our journey of faith.

THIS WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE

Time Church Intention
Sun. June 29 8:30a.m. OLM Rosemary Pontius
10:30a.m SP Al Holland
Mon. June 30 NO MASS
Tues. July 1 6:30 pm. SP Rod Britenriker
Wed. July 2 9:00 a.m. SP For the People
Thurs. July 3 9:00 am. OLM For the People
Fri. July 4 9:00 a.m. SP For the People
Communion Svc
Sat. July 5 4:30 pm SP Frenchy Dominique
Sun. July 6 8:30a.m. OLM For the People
10:30a.m SP Frank O & Mary Smith,
Al Holland,
Gina Dammon

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

---Wednesday’s continuing with
Season 2 - The Chosen at 7:00 p.m.
OLOM basement

---July 20 — Altar Rosary meeting after
Mass

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT
Reported for June 22, 2025

SUNDAY OFFERTORY (12envelopes) $ 556.00
LOOSE OFFERINGS $ 147.00
BUDGET $ 1,747.00
Over/ (Under) ($ 1,044.00)
OTHER COLLECTION

CPC Jar 3 14.00
TOTAL COLLECTIONS $ 717.00

(Sunday & Other)

Word(s) of the week (from The
America College Dictionary)

APOSTLE - one of the twelve
disciples sent forth by Christ to
preach the gospel

I, Paul, am already being poured out like a libation,

NEXT
WEEK'S
MINISTERS

Greeters/Gifts

Ron & Pat Eisel

Proclaimer Pat Eisel
Servers Will Maginn
Ron Baker
Ushers Terry Kovar

Ministers of
the Eucharist

Until further notice

Money Barb Bruggeman
Counters Eli Eberly
Terry Kovar

and the time of my departure is at hand. I have

competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept
the faith. 2 Timothy 4:6-7




What does the Church say about free will and
predestination? | am confused and wonder if
there is any fundamental difference?

The Church can be viewed as the champion of free
will, for it is descriptive of God’s grace at work in his
creation. On the other hand, the Church does not
champion predestination. The Church understands

that this concept is in direct opposition and contradicts the creative act of God. It is understandable how
someone might confuse these two different perspectives. In fact, some Christian belief systems have historically
confused them; for example, those who follow the thought of John Calvin (1509-1564), including various
Congregational, Reformed, and Presbyterian churches. But, regardless of the confusion, the two positions are
not complementary, and someone cannot hold both positions because they are incompatible with each other.
Catholics believe that we have been created by God with free will. In response to this wonderful gift, we are
invited to form our consciences and live our lives lovingly and deliberately as people who choose to respond, in

total freedom, to the Way, the Truth, and the Life that is found in Jesus.
Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.

June 30 July 4

Weekday Weekday
Gn 18:16-33 Gn 23:1-4, 19;
Mt 8:18-22 24:1-8, 62-67
g _‘ Mt 9:9-13
% July 1 aturd
= Weekday July 5
: L. Gn 19:15-29 Weekday
Mt 8:23-27 Gn 27:1-5,15-29
A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS i Mt 9:14-17
What can I do for the Church? Not complaining about uly2 o "
the Church, but committing myself to the Church. Weekday July 6
Participating with passion and humility.... That is Gri 215, 8-20a FOURGENG SHfiday
Mt 8:28-34 in Ordinary Time
what a synodal Church means: everyone has a part o Is 66:10-14c
to play, no individual in the place of others or above July 3 Gal 6:14-18
others. There are no first- or second-class Christians; St. Thomas, Apostle 'c-)': 118_311';-2- 17-20
everyone has been called. Eph 2:19-22 '
In 20:24-29

HOMILY, ROME, JUNE 29, 2022
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The Kids' Bulletin

Saints Peter and Paul
June 29th, 2025

Today is the feast day of Saints Peter and Paul.
Today's second reading is part of a letter
Saint Paul wrote shortly before he was martyred.
What did he say?

Look at the picture in the mirror to find out!




Saint Paul the Apos’c‘e

June 29
SAUL WAS A R SAUL WAS A PHARISEE AND
JEW WHO APPROVED OF THE KILLING OF
WAS ALSO A THE CHRISTIANS. HE WAS AT
ROMAN THE MARTYRDOM OF STEPHEN.
CITIZEN. HE = . o7

WAS BORN |
AROUND THE ©
TIME OF OUR &
LORD, AND

WAS TRAINED /

AS A TENT

MAKER.

THEN ONE DAY HE FELL T bophios yon )|  |NEBEGAN TOTRAVEL
OFF HIS HORSE WHEN pr=ey AND PREACH TO THE
HE HAD A VISION O e - GENTILES ABOUT JESUS

F
" HE RISEN JESUS. <7/
& = SAUL, SauL! WHY

Do you
! \ PERSECUTE MET

Who are =L SR e
Mou, Lerd ?)|  |SAUL, WHOSE R

OMAN
P SR

|£ Cheist has
{ hot been yais
our hape ts
in vain!

NAME WAS PAUL,
BECAME A CHRISTIAN
AND WAS BAPTIZED.

PAUL WROTE LETTERS TO THE - PAUL WORKED
NEW CHRISTIANS. MANY OF P o TIRELESSLY
THESE ARE PART OF THE BIBLE

= == AND SUFFERED
== FROM SHIP-
WRECK,
IMPRISONMENT
AND SICKNESS.
HE WAS
MARTYRED
NEAR ROME
WHEN HE WAS
68 YEARS OLD.

SAINT PAUL IS CALLED "THE APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES.”
BEFORE HE BEGAN TO TEACH THE PAGANS, MANY PEOPLE
BELIEVED THAT ONLY THE JEWS COULD BE SAVED FROM
THEIR SINS AND GO TO HEAVEN. BUT SAINT PAUL KNEW
THAT GOD WANTED EVERYONE TO BE PART OF HIS CHURCH.

thckidsbuﬂctin@gmaﬂ .com




True or False:

Who Knows Who Jesus Is?

Jesus asked His disciples "Who do men say that the Son of
man is?" See if you know how they responded.

1. The apostles said, "Some say John the Baptist,
others say Elijah, and others J eremiah or one of the
prophets." True or False?

2. The apostles said, "Some say Methuselah, others say
Barnabas, and still others say Solomon.” True or False?

3 Then Jesus asked the disciples Who THEY thought He
was. True or False?

4. Peter said, "You are John the Baptist resurrected from
the dead!" True or False?

5. Peter said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God." True or False?

6. Jesus told Peter that the Father in Heaven had told him
Who He was. True or False?

7. Jesus said to Peter, "...you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my Church, and the gates of Hell will not
prevail against it." True or False?




Peter and Paul

Today we are celebrating the

feast of Saints Peter and Paul.
They are such important saints
that their feast day takes the
place of the usual Sunday. Saint
Peter was the chief of the Apostles.
¥ He was close to Our Lord, and the only one
e that Jesus told, "you are Peter (which means rock)
- and on this rock I will build my Church..." Saint
Peter had a hard time accepting that Jesus had to die, and he
also denied Jesus. But he was sorry afterward and became a
strong leader for the disciples after Jesus went back into
Heaven. Saint Peter was the Church's first pope.

‘*.ﬁ God has W
a0 ) the Gentiles
\ '}o be Hté
"‘lefrs too l_

Saint Paul was a Jew who at first was against the
Christians. He even helped to persecute them. But then Jesus
appeared to him and Paul became a Christian and a great
preacher. His mission was to preach to the Gentiles, the
people who didn't know about God or His promises. He
wrote many letters that are now part of the Bible.

Both Saint Peter and Saint Paul preached and taught about
Jesus and brought the Faith to many people and places. But
the Roman government did not like the Christians. The
emperor Nero began killing the Christians, and among those
killed were Peter and Paul. Their deaths
didn't stop the Church from growing,
though. When people die for God it brings
even more grace into the Church.

\/ou are Pe{‘er'._.

Today we should thank God for sending
us these great saints, and we can also pray
that we will help to spread the Faith.
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