our PariSh March 16, 2025

Second Sunday of Lent (C)

c o M M u N . T v Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18 / Phil..ippians _3:17—4:1 or 3:20—4:1 / Luke 9:28b-36
Embrace the Darkness

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

he darkness can be unsettling. As a child, my nightly bedtime ritual included checking beneath my bed
T as well as in the dark hall closet. One could never know what denizens of harm might be lurking there,
hidden in the shadows. As adults, the darkness we fear is no longer what lies hidden about our home.
Rather, the darkness we attempt to escape is the unknown forces that have the power to overturn our lives. It
is the death of someone we love that plunges us into fear and loss, forcing us to somehow make our way, alone
and unsure. It is the frightening medical diagnosis that has the ability to dismantle our planned future. It is the
financial security that dissolves before our very eyes. In such darkness, we grope blindly to find our way.

The Book of Genesis notes that a trance came upon Abram, a terrifying
darkness that enveloped him. The gospel relays how Peter, James, and John
became frightened atop Mt. Tabor when they found themselves in a cloud that
obscured their sight. Yet, the darkness became for each of them a place in which
they came to know their God in a totally new way; it set them on a new path
of faith. It is then that we, too, are forced to surrender trust in our own wisdom.
Unable to see clearly what is in store for us, we can only rely on a new path, trusting that we will be accompanied

Reflect
When has life’s darkness
brought me to a new and
deeper faith in God?

by our God. @

Then from the cloud came a

voice that said, “This is my

chosen Son; listen to him.”
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Rev. William Pifher
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Our Lady of Mercy St. Peter

409 E. Main St OLM PARISH OFFICE 614 IX. DiffanceSo
Fayette, OH 43521 P.O. Box 429 Archbold, OH 43502
MASS SCHEDULE Fayette, OH 43521 MASS SCHEDULE
?ﬁgs% fj_gg am. Phone: 419-237-2441 — po—
/ ' o Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday and Thursday

PASTORAL COUNCIL Wednesday 2:00 a.m.
Ron Eisel Friday 2:00 a.m.
Pat Eisel
Ray Hollstein i
Mike Burkholder PARISH STAFF _ Parish Secretary
Traci Maginn Secretary: Sherry Renner Kim Gamaw 417-446-2140
Barbara Roby OLOMFayette@clom2441.onmicrosoft.com email-sfpeter@rfecexpress.net
Religious Ed
Clothing items can be Bookkeeper ng Herrin
donated via our drop off Tami Baker , , 9
site on the east side of || OLOMBookkeeper@olom2441.onmicrosoff.com Parish Council President
. the building. Our store is CRE Stephen Bernath
open on Thursdays from ) =
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. MOI’Y Bird
Contact Rhonda OLOMCre@olom?2441.cnmircrosoft.com
Monahan at . .
517-306-7986 for Website (bulletin online)
Information. stpeterarchbold.com/our-lady-of-mercy

SACRAMENT INFORMATION

o Baptism: Please call Father Pifher at 419-446-9288 to make arrangements for Baptism. A month's notice would be helpful.

e Reconciliation: Father will be available for confessions starfing 30 minutes before Mass each week.

« New Parishioners: A warm welcome as you enter our Parish Communityl You are asked to register af the parish office or
see the pastor as soon as possible. If you are moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may remove your
name from our parish records.

+ Anointing of the Sick: Those who can participate: Anyone who is seriously sick or suffering a grave iliness (not a cold, or flu)
which is freated or medicated for by a doctor. Also for those of old age which often brings morale or depression factors
(body, mind, or spirit). Please make arrangements with Father or call the parish office.

¢ Mafrimony: Please contact the Parish Office six months ahead of your planned wedding date, for Mariage Preparation
and scheduling.

e RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a series of classes designed to bring new members into the Catholic
church. Weekly sessions begin in September. People who have not been baptized, who have not been practicing or who
have been raised in another faith are all welcome to register. Parishioners are encouraged to invite interested family
members and friends. There is no obligation to join the church. This is simply an opportunity to learn more about the
Catholic faith. Contact Fr. William Pifher at 419-446-9288, ‘

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Please note that the bulletin deadline is Tuesday, Noon. Please either call, email at OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com or
put in the collection basket any announcement for the following week's bulletin




SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 2025

2"4 Sunday of Lent

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY’S AT 8 A.M.

BFF’S
The next BFF will be March 23, 2025 after Mass. Come and enjoy Breakfast, Fellowship & Friends.

UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORY
Please pick up an updated Church Directory on the back tables.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
After Mass — Mar. 16 & Mar. 30
At Home -Mar., 23

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Councils will meeting on Thursday, March 20, 2025
Finance —-5:45 p.m.
Pastoral-6:15 p.m.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Stations of the Cross will be prayed on Thursday, March 20, 2025 at 7 p.m. led by Father Billand on
Thursday, April 3, 2025 at 7 p.m. led by Deacon Larry.

AREA LENTEN PENANCE SERVICES
St. Caspar—March 26, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.
St. Peter—April 2, 2025 at 6:45 p.m.

RICE BOWLS

According to Catholic Relief Services...After a decade of decline, world hunger has been increasing
since 2015. The world has not had this many hungry people since 2010. To help with this, evenina
smallway, our CCD students will be participating in Catholic Relief Services “Rice Bowl” campaign
this Lent. We are opening up this project to our OLOM parishioners. Please feel free to take a “Rice
Bowl” from one of the back tables if you would like to participate, either individually or as a famil. The
bowls can be turned in to any CCD teacher by Sunday, April 27, 2025.

THE CHOSEN

Our Lady of Mercy will be viewing The Chosen - Season 1 (8 episodes) during the Easter season. We
will begin Wednesday, April 23, 2025 at 7 p.m. (episodes are approxiamately 1 hour) in the church
basement. We will conclude Season 1 on June 11, 2025

APRIL FAYETTE COMMUNITY MEAL

Our Lady of Mercy will be hosting the April Fayette Community Meal on April 16, 2025,
5p.m.-6p.m. Helpis needed. There will be a short meeting on Sunday, March 30, 2025 after Mass
for all who would like to help we will meet in the back of church. Any questions please see Sherry
Renner or call the Parish Office on Tuesday’s or Thursday’s.

ACA UPDATE
Our Lady of Mercy Goal - $4,190.00 paid to date $1,410.00 (32.4%)

DAILY QUOTES FROM MOTHER ANGELICA PERPETUAL CALENDAR

“The weak can manifest the Power of God. So when you yell and scream over
all you faults and weaknesses and imperfections, you’re fighting against the
very tool that God wants to make you holy”

DIARY OF SAINT MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

Notebook 2

1042 March 23, 1937. Today is the seventh day of the novena. | have received a
greatand inconceivable grace: the Most Merciful Jesus has promised that | will
be present at the celebration of this solemn Feast.

1043 This day, the 23", that is, Tuesday of Holy Week, is a day on which the
Lord has granted me may graces.

ST. PETER NEWS

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Every Tuesday starting at 8 a.m.
ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Tuesday's at 4:30 p.m.

FISH FRY-DAYS

Archbold Knights of Columbus Fish
Fry-Days begin January 24 thru
April 18

Did you know thatf Deacon Larry
Zachrich is also available for
Baptisms and Weddings? Contact
Larry af 419-966-7091.

FAYETTE/SURROUNDING
AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS

-—-Fayette Opera House March
schedule: Mar. 23 — Dinner &
Glasgow Reed Organ concert 12:30
pm

---Mar. 19 — Community Meal —
Fayette Methodist Life Center 5-6 pm

If you know of any Fayette Community
events, please either call or visit the
office or email to
OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Prayer chain-ANYONE wishing to submit
prayer requests can email or call Our
Lady of Mercy office. Email
olomprayerchain@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Privacy Issues for Parish  Office:
IMMEDATE FAMILY - must contact the
parish office for all prayer requests to be
posted in the parish bulletin.  Please
submit  with  the exact verbiage
requested. Contact Sherry Renner at the
parish office at 419-237-2441, no later
than Thursday at noon. By law, the parish
offce  does not divulge private
information we receive from hospitals.




HOW DID THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS BEGIN?
From EWTN.com
Author: Fr. William Saunders

One of the devotions in our parish every Lent is the Stations of the Cross. Could you please tell me the origins of this devotion?—A reader.

Since Lent is a penitential season of preparation for Easter, the Stations of the Cross, which follow the path of Christ from Pontius Pilate's praetorium
to Christ's tomb have been a popular devotion in parishes. In the 16th century, this pathway was officially entitled the "Via Dolorosa" (Sorrowful Way)
or simply Way of the Cross or Stations of the Cross.

This devotion has evolved over time. Tradition holds that our Blessed Mother visited daily the scenes of our Lord's passion. After Constantine legalized
Christianity in the year 312, this pathway was marked with its important stations. St. Jerome (342-420), living in Bethlehem during the later part of
his life, attested to the crowds of pilgrims from various countries who visited those holy places and followed the Way of the Cross.

Interestingly, St. Sylvia, in her "Peregrination ad loca sancta" (380), in which she described in great detail various religious practices, did not mention
a particular practice or set of prayers for following the stations; however, this omission does not entail that pilgrims did not in fact follow the Way of
the Cross.

Actually, the devotion continued to grow in popularity. In the fifth century, an interest developed in the Church to "reproduce” the holy places in
other areas so pilgrims who could not actually travel to the Holy Land could do so in a devotional, spiritual way in their hearts. For instance, 5t.
Petronius, Bishop of Bologna, constructed a group of chapels at the monastery of San Stefano, which depicted the more important shrines of the Holy
Land, including several of the stations. (The same notion inspired the building of the Franciscan Monastery in Washington, where one can visit and
see reproductions of the Bethlehem Chapel, the tomb of our Lord, and other important shrines of the Holy Land.)

In 1342, the Franciscans were appointed as guardians of the shrines of the Holy Land. The faithful received indulgences for praying at the following
stations: At Pilate's house, where Christ met His mother, where He spoke to the women, where He met Simon of Cyrene, where the soldiers stripped
Him of His garments, where He was nailed to the cross, and at His tomb.

William Wey, an English pilgrim, visited the Holy Land in 1462, and is credited with the term "stations." He described the manner in which a pilgrim
followed the steps of Christ. Prior to this time, the path usually followed the reverse course of ours today—moving from Mount Calvary to Pilate’s
house. At this time, the reverse—going from Pilate's house to Calvary—seems to have taken hold.

When the Moslem Turks blocked the access to the Holy Land, reproductions of the stations were erected at popular spiritual centers, including the
Dominican Friary at Cordova and Poor Clare Convent of Messina (early 1400s); Nuremberg (1468); Louvain (1505); Bamberg, Fribourg and Rhodes
(1507): and Antwerp 1520). Many of these stations were reproduced by renowned artists and are considered masterpieces today. By 1587, Zuallardo
reported that the Moslems forbade anyone "to make any halt, nor to pay veneration to [the stations] with uncovered head, nor to make any other
demonstration,” basically suppressing this devotion in the Holy Land. Nevertheless, the devotion continued to grow in popularity in Europe.

At this time, the number of the stations varied. William Wey's account has 14 stations, but only five correspond to our own. Some versions included
the house of Dives (the rich man in the Lazarus story), the city gate through which Christ passed, and the houses of Herod and Simon the Pharisee.
In 1584 a book written by Adrichomius entitled, Jerusalem "sicut Christi Tempore floruit,” gives 12 stations which match those in our present version.
This book was translated into several languages and circulated widely. In the 16th century, devotional books appeared especially in the Low Countries,
which had 14 stations with prayers for each one.

At the end of the 17th century, the erection of stations in churches became more popular. In 1686, Pope Innocent XI, realizing that few people could
travel to the Holy Land due to the Moslem oppression, granted the right to erect stations in all of their churches and that the same indulgences would
be given to the Franciscans and those affiliated with them for practicing the devotion as if on an actual pilgrimage. Pope Benedict XIII extended these
indulgences to all of the faithful in 1726.

Five years later, Pope Clement XII permitted stations to be created in all churches and fixed the number at 14. In 1742, Pope Benedict XIV exhorted
all priests to enrich their churches with the Way of the Cross, which must include 14 crosses and are usually accompanied with pictures or images of
each particular station. The popularity of the devotion was also encouraged by preachers like St. Leonard Casanova (1676-1751) of Porto Maurizio,
Italy, who reportedly erected over Goo sets of stations throughout Italy.

To date, there are 14 traditional stations: Pilate condemns Christ to death; Jesus carries the cross; the first fall; Jesus meets His Blessed Mother; Simon
of Cyrene helps to carry the cross; Veronica wipes the face of Jesus; the second fall; Jesus speaks to the women of Jerusalem; the third fall; Jesus is
stripped of His garments; Jesus is nailed to the cross; Jesus dies on the cross; Jesus is taken down from the cross; and Jesus is laid in the tomb.

Because of the intrinsic relationship between the passion and death of our Lord with His resurrection, several of the devotional booklets now include
a 15th station, which commemorates the Resurrection. A plenary indulgence is granted for those who piously exercise the Way of the Cross, actually
moving from station to station where they are legitimately erected and while mediating on the passion and death of our Lord ("Enchiridion of
Indulgences," No. 63).

Those who are impeded from visiting a church may gain the same indulgence by piously reading and meditating on the passion and death of our
Lord for one-half hour. The continued importance of the stations in the devotional life of Catholics is attested by both Pope Paul VI, who approved
a Gospel-based version of the stations in 1975, and Pope John Paul II, who has also written his own version.

Fr. Saunders is president of the Notre Dame Institute and associate pastor of Queen of Apostles Parish, both in Alexandria, VA.

Article from the March 10, 1994 issue of Arlington Catholic Herald




Saints Of the DaY(www.rnorningoffering.com)
Week of Mar. 16 - Mar. 22

Sunday, Mar. 16 - St. Abraham of Edessa - St. Abraham of Edessa (300-360 A.D.), also known as Abraham of
Kidunaia, was a rich nobleman from Mesopotamia. He married according to his parents' wishes, despite his desire
to give himself totally to God. After the wedding ceremony he fled to a cave and hid himself, leaving only a small
window to receive food. He lived there as a hermit, and after the death of his parents gave his inheritance to the
poor. The Bishop of Edessa ordained him as a priest and sent him to lead a notoriously sinful city. There Abraham
was beaten and maligned for three years until his prayers prevailed and every citizen came to him for baptism. He
then returned to his hermitage and lived there the rest of his life. After his brother's death his young niece was left
to his care. He set her up to live as a religious in a cell next to his, which she did for twenty years until she
succumbed to the seduction of a rogue hermit. She was so ashamed of her sin that she despaired of God's mercy
and became a prostitute. St. Abraham prayed for his niece earnestly for two years; then, discovering her location,
left his cell and came to her disguised as a suitor. When they were alone he revealed his identity to her, and,
pleading with her throughout the night, prevailed upon her to return with him to her life of prayer and penance.
She came back to her cell, which Abraham relocated directly behind his own for her protection, and became St.
Mary of Edessa. St. Abraham's feast day is March 16th.

Monday, Mar. 17- St. Patrick - St. Patrick (387-493) was born in Kilpatrick, Scotland, to Roman-British parents.
He was kidnapped by Irish raiders at the age of sixteen and sold as a slave to a Druid high priest. He worked as a
shepherd and spent much time in prayer as he labored in the fields. He also acquired a perfect knowledge of the
Celtic language and the Druid cult, which later enabled him to evangelize the Celtic people. After six years of
slavery, an angel told him to flee his oppressive master and return to his native land. Upon returning to Britain,
Patrick desired to devote himself to God's service. He went to France and placed himself under the direction of St.
Germain, who ordained him a priest and sent him to evangelize the pagans in Ireland. St. Patrick devoted the rest
of his life to converting the island to Christianity. He was ordained a bishop and himself ordained many priests.
He divided the country into dioceses, held local Church councils, founded monasteries, and urged the people to
greater holiness. He suffered much opposition from the Druids and occult magicians, who, threatened by
Christianity, conjured demonic power to defy Patrick. However, the prayer, faith, fearlessness, and episcopal
authority of Patrick triumphed, and he was so successful in his endeavor that in the Middle Ages Ireland became
known as the Land of Saints, and himself the "Apostle of Ireland.” Later, the missionaries sent from Ireland to
Europe were largely responsible for the Christianizing of the continent. St. Patrick’s feast day is March 17th.

Tuesday, Mar. 18- St. Cyril of Jerusalem - St. Cyril of Jerusalem (315-386 A.D.) was a well-educated man from
Jerusalem and a scholar of Sacred Scripture. He was ordained a priest by the bishop of Jerusalem shortly after the
legalization of Christianity in the Roman Empire. He was given the task of catechizing new Christians leading up
to and immediately following their baptism. Later he himself became bishop of Jerusalem, and soon after his
ordination a miraculous apparition of a cross appeared in the sky, visible to the whole city. Because St. Cyril
defended Christ's full humanity and divinity against the Arian heresy, he was exiled from his bishopric three times
in twenty years due to misunderstandings, intrigue, and politics. Saint Cyril of Jerusalem is one of the early Church
Fathers and one of the most important sources for how the early Church celebrated the liturgy and sacraments
during the first few decades after Christianity was legalized. For St. Cyril's work in catechesis he was named a
Doctor of the Church by Pope Leo XIII in 1883. His feast day is March 18th.

Wednesday, Mar. 19 - St. Joseph - St. Joseph (1st c.) was a descendant of Israel’s King David and a carpenter by
trade. Scripture tells us that he was a just and virtuous man who was betrothed to the young Blessed Virgin Mary.
Upon finding her pregnant with the Son of God, Joseph, after a time of uncertainty, was encouraged by an angel
to continue with the marriage plans. Because of his complete faithfulness and obedience to the will of God, St.
Joseph was chosen to become the spouse of the Mother of God and the adoptive father of Jesus Christ. As the
divinely-appointed earthly guardian and protector of the Holy Family, St. Joseph provided and cared for the
material needs of Mary and the Child Jesus. St. Joseph is the patron saint of many causes, especially fathers,




(St. Joseph - cont.)

families, married couples, children, pregnant women, workers, craftsmen, against doubt, the dying, and a happy
and holy death. He is also the guardian and protector of the Universal Church. He has two feast days: St. Joseph
the Husband of Mary on March 1g9th, and St. Joseph the Worker on May 1st. However, when St. Joseph's feast day
on March 19th falls on a Sunday it is moved to the Monday and celebrated on March 2oth.

Thursday, Mar. 20 -St. Cuthbert of Lindisfarne - St. Cuthbert of Lindisfarne (634-687 A.D.) was born in present-
day Scotland to a lowly family, and worked as a shepherd near the Melrose Abbey monastery. A child playmate
prophesied that he would one day become a bishop. And one day, while tending to his sheep, St. Cuthbert saw in
a vision the soul of St. Aidan, the Bishop of Lindisfarne, carried to heaven by angels. This mystical experience
inspired in him a desire to become a monk. After spending time as a soldier defending his home region of
Northumbria against attack, he arrived on horseback, armed with a spear, seeking entrance at the monastery. He
was received and became a monk in the Celtic Christian tradition. He grew in holiness and learning, and after
serving as prior he withdrew from the community into the lifestyle of a solitary hermit. After several years of a
quiet life of prayer and penance, he was persuaded to return to active life as the Bishop of Lindisfarne. A year later
he became sick and died. Miracles were reported at his grave; in fact, so numerous were the reported miracles that
Cuthbert was called the "Wonder-worker of England." Throughout the Middle Ages the shrine of Cuthbert

remained one of the most popular places of pilgrimage in northern England. His feast day is March 2oth.

Friday, Mar. 21~ St. Nicholas of Flue - St. Nicholas of Flue (1417-1487) was born in Switzerland, a devout child of
pious parents. At the age of 21 he joined the army and fought in local battles. In his mid-twenties, at the advice of
his parents, he married a similarly pious woman and had five sons and five daughters. He served the public by
holding various civil offices, and was esteemed by all for his moral integrity. After 25 years of marriage, upon
discerning a special call from God, and with the consent of his wife, he went to live in a nearby valley as a hermit.
He built a dwelling out of branches and left it only for daily Mass. He wore a tunic and kept his head and feet bare,
spending his days in prayer and penance on behalf of the local people. With permission from the parish priest he
abstained totally from food and drink, without any negative effect on his health, which was confirmed by the
Church as a miracle. He lived in this manner for 20 years and became known as a visionary and a prophet.
Distinguished persons from all over Europe came to him for counsel. The civil authorities built him a cell and
chapel and assigned him a chaplain. The saint intervened as an arbiter when a civil war was imminent, resulting
in the enduring union of the French and German-speaking parts of Switzerland. His hermitage became a place of
pilgrimage after his death. St. Nicholas of Flue is the patron saint of Switzerland. His feast day is March 21st.

Saturday, Mar. 22— St. Nicholas Owen - St. Nicholas Owen (d.1606) was born in England, the son of an Oxford
carpenter. He became a carpenter himself, and joined the Jesuits as a lay brother during the era when Catholicism
was outlawed in England. After serving jail time for defending the martyred St. Edmund Campion, Nicholas began
working for and traveling with the Jesuits, staying in Catholic houses where he made repairs during the day and
secretly constructed well-disguised 'priest-holes’, or hiding places for hunted priests, during the night. He was so
skilled at his craft that his priest holes saved hundreds of lives over his 20 years of work. While on a trip to London
with a Jesuit priest they were betrayed by a household servant, captured, and tortured. After Nicholas' release he
masterminded the priest's escape from the Tower of London. Years later, after the Gunpowder Plot of 1605,
Nicholas was again a wanted man. He hid along with a priest in one of his priest holes, and although 100 men
searched for them diligently, they were not discovered. After eight days of hiding without food, Nicholas left the
hole disguised as a priest in order to protect the real priest who was still concealed. He was captured and tortured
on the rack in the Tower of London. Day after day he refused to give up any information about the underground
Catholic Church in England. He died a martyr after his entrails burst open. St. Nicholas Owen is one of the 40
Martyrs of England and Wales. Father John Gerard wrote of him: "I verily think no man can be said to have done
more good of all those who laboured in the English vineyard. He was the immediate occasion of saving the lives of

many hundreds of persons, both ecclesiastical and secular." His feast day is March 22.




Our Lady of Mercy Parish

MARCH 16, 2025

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
OQur Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commitment fo minister to the physical and spiritual needs of our
rural families and steward the resources entrusted fo us. We value the diversity within our Catholic community and invite
all fo walk with us on our journey of faith.

) THIS WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS
Date Time Church Intention
Sun. Mar. 16 8:30a.m. OLM Muriel Pennington ---Religious Ed. Dates
itz BE gizii%dinar Smith ---Mar. 23, Apr. 6 & Apr. 20 -athome
- ---Mar. 16 & Mar. 30 — after Mass

Tues. Mar. 18 6:30 p.m. SP Stations of the Cross --- Mar. 23 & Apr. 6 after Mass
6:45pm. SP Rosary
7:10 pm. SP For the People Adult Lenten Stuc_iy :
Mass ---Mar. 20 — Council meetings
Wed. Mar. 19 6:45 a.m. SP Rosary 5:45 p.m. Finance

7:10 a.m. SP For the People
Thurs. Mar. 20 9:00 am. OLM Rosemary Pontius

6:15 p.m. Pastoral
---Mar. 20 - 7 pm Stations of the Cross

Fri. Mar. 21 9:00 a.m. SP For the People ---Mar. 23 — BFF after Mass
Sat. Mar. 22 4:30 pm SP John Van Pelt
Sun. Mar. 23 8:30a.m. OLM Rosemary Pontius

Ron Lichtenwald

10:30a.m SP For the People

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT \?{VEEXETK o .
Reported for March 9, 2025 MINISTERS
SUNDAY OFFERTORY (12 envelopes) $ 936.00 . L
LOOSE OFFERINGS $ 170.00 GreeterSfGlftS Mary Bird
BUDGET $_1,747.00 Bl gar
Over /(Und 641.00
N (ne) (¥ ) Reader Shelly Gruman
OTHER COLLECTION
CPC Jar & Votives $ 20.00
Black & Native American $ 50.00 Servers Evan Beauregard
Postage Help 3 10.00
Ushers Angie Beauregard
TOTAL COLLECTIONS $ 1,186.00 Terry Kovar
(Sunday & Other) Ministers of
the Eucharist Until furth ti
YOUTH BREAKFAST $  640.00 ¢ Fucharts niuriner notiee
Thank you everyone Money Terry Kovar
Counters Michelle Miron
Barbara Roby

Word(s) of the week (from The
America College Dictionary)
Then from the cloud came a voice that said,

SALVATION - act of saving or “This is my chosen Son; listen to him.”
delivering Luke 9:35




Dear Padre,
Does the Church teach how we should dress to go to Mass?

Maybe I'm just old-fashioned, but the way some people dress
seems very disrespectful.

Church teaching, dogmas, doctrines, and creedal formulations are not
the specific resources to consult in order to answer this question. It is
properly a matter of discipline and practice, although the Catechism of
the Catholic Church does direct that “bodily demeanor (gestures, clothing)
ought to convey respect” (1387). There are many commentaries on what
exactly “respect” might mean.

It would be very difficult to establish a universal dress code. The many
different cultures, climates, and particular circumstances of a specific
Catholic community make a dress code unmanageable. It seems that you judge the local practice not up to your
standards. Your judgment may be correct, or you may have unreasonable expectations. There was a time when

ADOLSHILINHS /IDVTODINE

“Sunday best” was the established norm. In other communities, the expectation would be “business casual” as

a bare minimum. Now, it seems standards and practices are very fluid and flexible. All of this being said, it is
ultimately a pastoral concern, not doctrinal or dogmatic. Try not to allow how other people dress distract you
from your purpose at Mass. While they may not look like you imagine they should, their prayer might be genuine

and heartfelt. ®
Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Thursday

Monday Saturday
A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS March 17 March 20 March 22
L Lenten Weekday Lenten Weekday Lenten Weekday
After the labors of each day, & will do Dn 9:4b-10 Jer 17:5-10 Mi 7:14-15, 18-20
us good not to switch off the light in the Lk 6:36-38 Lk 16:19-31 Lied5:1-3, 1132
room without placing Tuesday Friday Sunday
1 in the light March 18 March 21 March 23
SESECNEs D ineig Lenten Weekday Lenten Weekday Third Sunday of
of God.... Wonder Is 1:10, 16-20 Gn 37:3-4,12- Lent
Mt 23:1-12 13a,17b-28a Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15
at e houndless Weliiesd Mt 21:33-43, 1 Cor 10:1-6,
love of God, who y 45-46 10-12
March 19 Lk 13:1-9
never tires of us St. Joseph, Spouse ’
and has the power o i Siege
Virgin Mary
to transfigure our 2 Sm 7:4-5a, Do you have a question
days, to give them a new 12-14a, 16 for the Padre?
Rom 4:13, 16-18,
meaning, a new, unexpected light. 39 ' Go to DearPadre.org

to send your question and to
learn more about Dear Padre.

ANGELUS, ROME, MARCH 13, 2022 Mt 1:16, 18-21,

24a or Lk 2:41-51a
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