December 29, 2024

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28 /
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 / Luke 2:41-52

Belonging to Two Families

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

dolescence can bring family life into an
upheaval for both parents and adolescents
alike. At its heart, adolescence is an urge
for independence, a silent instinct to be part of the
larger world. It is a calling sewn by God's Spirit into the
very fabric of being human. At its best, family life can
be the staging ground for that movement outward.
Hannah recognized this when she believed that
her young son Samuel was chosen for a specific role
in Life. It moved her to bring Samuel to the temple to
be raised there in growing service to the community.
Ultimately Samuel became a charismatic leader of
the Hebrew people who would anoint both Saul and
David as king. That same calling seemed to take time

How has the call to serve God and God’s people shown itself in your life?

to unfold in the awareness of Joseph and Mary who
wondered why Jesus stayed behind in the temple. “Did
you not know that | must be in my Father’s house?”
asked Jesus of them (Luke 2:49). All of us are meant

to live more than a life of satisfaction for ourselves or
even the fulfillment of our parents’' dreams.

We may find ourselves asking a young person what
they want to be when they grow up. A more valuable
guestion might be what they think God wants them to
be. While the Spirit of God does not usually ask us to
be something contrary to our inclinations, the call of
service to the needs of the human family is an added
piece to the puzzle of what someone’s life might look
like. =
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Catholic Communities

Our Lady of Mercy
409 E. Main St.
Fayette, OH 43521

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Thursday ?:00 a.m.

PASTORAL COUNCIL FINANCE COUNCIL

Ron Eisel Barb Bruggeman
Fat Eisel Terry Kovar
Ray Hollstein Joanna Marry

Mike Burkholder
Tracl Maginn
Rarbara Roby

Clothing items can be
donated via our drop off
site on the east side of
the building. Qur store Is
open on Thursdays from
10 atim. until 2 pom.
Contact Rhonda
Monahan at
517-306-7986 for
information,

-

Parish Pastor
Rev. William Pifther
419-446-9288

OLM PARISH OFFICE
P.O. Box 429
Fayetie, OH 43521

Phone: 419-237-244]
Hours: 9 a.m.to 3 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday

PARISH STAFF
Secretary: Sherny Renner
OLOMFayette@olom?244 I.Qn'mfcrosoﬁ.com
Bookkeeper

Tami Baker
OLOMBOckkeeper@olomz2441.onmicrosoft.com

CRE
Mary Bird
OLOMCre @olom2441.onmircrosoff.com
Prayer Chain
OLOMPrayerchain@olom.2441,onmicrosoft.com

Website (bulletin online}
stpeterarchbold.com/our-iady-of-metcy

St. Peter
614 N, Defiance St.
Archbold, OH 43502

MASS SCHEDULE
st Sgiurday of month 8:30 a.m.

Saiurday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Tuaesday 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 2:00 a.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m.

Parish Secretary
Kim Garrow 419-446-2150
emailstceter@rfecexpress.net
Religious Ed
Deb Herring
Parish Council President
Stephen Bermnath

SACRAMENT INFORMATION

+  Baptism: Piease call Father Pither at 419-446-9288 fo make arangements for Baptism. A month's notfice would be helpful.
. Reconciliction: Father will be available for confessions starting 30 minutes before Mass each week.

«  New Parishioners: A warm welcome ds you enter our Parish Community! You are asked fo register af the parish office or see the

pastor as soon as pessible. If you are moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may remove your name from our
parish records.

Anointing of the Sick: Those who can participate: Anyone who is seriously sick or suffering o grave iliness (not a cold, or flu] which
is freated or medicated for by o doctor. Alse for those of old age which often brings morale or depression factors {body, mind, or
spirit). Plecise moke arrangements with Father or call the parish office.

Matrimony: Plecise contact the Parish Office six months ahead of your planned wedding dote, for Marmiage Preparation and
scheduling.

RCIA : The Rite of Chrisiian Inifiction of Adults is a series of classes designed to bring new members into the Catholic church,
Weekly sessions begin in September.  People who have not been baptized, who have not been practicing or who have been
raised in another faith are all weleome 1o register. Parishioners are encouraged fo invite inferested family members and friends.
There is ho obligation to join the church, This Is simply an opportunity o learn more about the Cathollc faith. Confact Fr. Wiliam

Pifner af 419-446-9288.

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Please note that the bulletin deadline is Tuesday, Noon. Please elther call, ematl at
OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com or put in the collection basket any announcement for the following week's bulletin.




SUNDAY, December 29, 2024
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY’S AT 8 A.M.

SOLEMINTY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD MASS SCHEDULE
St. Peter 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, December 31, 2024
Our Lady of Mercy 9 a.m., Wednesday, January 1, 2025

HAPPY NEW YEAR WELCOME 2025
May we feel God’s presencs in our lives for the New Year.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
After Mass — Jan. 5 & Jan. 19
AtHome-—lan. 12 & Jan. 26

ALTAR ROSARY
Altar Rosary Society will be meeting on January 12, 2025 after Mass.

SAINTS OF THE DAY
Will return next week Morning Offerings calendar has not been updated to 2025

THE WISDOM OF THE SAINTS - Introduction by Mattew Kelly

“Christ has no body now cn earth but yours, no hands, no feet but yours. Yours are the eyes with
which Christ looks out his compassion to the world. Yours are the feet with which heis to go about
doing good. Yours are the hands with which he is to bless us now.” - St. Teresa of Avila

DIARY OF SAINT MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

Notebook 2

864 December 29, {15358]. Today after Holy Communion, | heard a voice in my soul: My daughter,
stand ready, for | will come unexpectantly. Jesus, You do not want to tell me the hour l am looking
forward to with such lenging? My daughter, itis for your own good. You will learn it but not now;
keep watch. O fesus, do with me as You please. | know You are the merciful Savior and You will not
change towards me at the hour of my death. {f atthis time, you are showing me so much special
tove, and are condescending to unite Yourself with me in such an intirmate way and with such great
kindness, | expect even (234) more at the hour of my death. You, my Lord-God, cannot change. You
are always the same. Heaven can change, as well as everything thatis created; butYou, Lord are
aver the same and will endure forever. So came as You like and when You like. Father of infinite
mercy, I, Your child, wait longingly for Your caming. O Jesus, You said in the Holy Gospel, “Out of
your mouth do tjudge you.” Waell fesus, | am always speaking of Your incongeivable mercy, so Hrust
that You will judge me according to Your unfathomable mercy.

ST. PETER NEWS
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Every Tuesday starfing af 8 a.m.
ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

Did vou know that Degcon
Larry Zachrich is also available
for Bapftisms and Weddings#?
Confact Larmry at 419-966-7091,

FAYETTE/SURROUNDING
AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS

--—-Opera House events

Jan. 9,7 p.m. Bean Creek Coffee
House

Jan. 25, 7 p.m. Tina Mae, Becca Lynn
and John Schwind

---Jan. 15 — Community Dinner -
Fayette Methodist Life Center5 -6
p.m.

If you know of any Fayette Community
evenis, please either call or visit the
office or email fo
OLOMFayetie@olom2441 . onmicrosoft.com

Prayer chain-ANYONE wishing to submit
prayer requests can email or call Our
lady of Mercy office. Email
olomprayerchain@olom2441.cnmicrosoft,com

Privacy  Issues  for  Parish  Office:

IMMEDATE FAMILY - must coniact the
parish office for all prayer reguests to be
posted in the parsh bulietin.  Please
submit  with  the exact verbiage
requested. Contact Shery Renner ot the
parish office ot 419-237-2441, no later
than Thursclay at ncon. By law, the parish
office  does not divulge private
information we receive from hospitals.
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Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God

The Octave of Christmas falls on New Year’s Day. Given the fact that the pagans used to
celebrate this day through dissolute activities and superstition, the ancient Church helped
believers begin the new year with a “new spirit” through the practice of days of fasting and
penance. In 431, during the Council of Ephesus that concluded on 22 June, the dogma of
faith regarding “Mary’s divine maternity” was declared. Thus, in 1931, on the Council’s
15th centenary, Pope Pius Xl established the liturgical feast that we already find celebrated
in the 7th century. Itis a day laden with meaning and contains many messages: the Octave
of Christmas recalls the day Jesus was circumcised and given His name, it is the Solemnity
of Mary, the Mother of God, and it is also the day on which the World Day of Peace is
celebrated (established by Pope Saint Paul \ in 1968).
There truly are many messages to be received on this first day of the year. We are invited to
learn from the Virgin Mary to “keep” the Word in our hearts, and to ask ourselves what the
Lord Jesus wants to say to us as the days go by, knowing that God’s blessing always
accompanies us, as the First Reading from Numbers reminds us. '
(from www.vaticanngws.va)

Numbers 6:22 - 27
The Lord said to Moses: “Speak to Aaron and his sons and tell them: This is how you shall
bless the Israelites. Sayto them:
The Lord bless you and keep you!
The Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!
The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!
So shall they invoke my name upon the Israelites, and | will bless them.”

Prayer

We fly to your protection,

0 Holy Mother of God;

Do not despise our petitions
in our necessities,

but deliver us always

from every danger,

0 Glorious and Blessed Virgin.

{Ancient Marian Prayer)




Parents of Priests ~

Dear Lord, we pray that the Blessed Mother wrap her mantle around your priests and through her intercession
strengthen them for their ministry. We pray that Mary will guide your priests to follow her own words, "Da whatever
He tells you” {Jn 2:5). May vaur priests have the heart of St. Joseph, Mary's most chaste spouse. May the Biessed
Mother's own pierced heart inspire them to embrace all who suffer at the foot of the cross. May your priests be holy,
filled with the fire of your love seeking nothing but your greater glory and the salvation of souls. Amen,

1 2 3 4
. Increase of
POpeﬁ BlS[:]Op Yo.ur Vocations to the
Francis Darniiel E. Parish Priesthood and
Thomas Priests Religious Life
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Parents Rev. Rev. Rev. Deacon Rev. Deacons and
of Savio Francis Jeffery Kevin Thomas Missionary
Priests Manavalan Mariadas McBeth McGraw McQuillen Priests
12 13 14 15 16 i7 i8
Rev, Rev. Seminarian Rev. Msgr. Rev. Rev. Religious
Melwyn Thomas Andrew Dennis Evarist Christopher { Brothers and
Menezes Merrill Messer Metzger Miku Mileski Sisters
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Rev. Rev. Rev. Rev. Rev. Rev. Deceased
Jeremy John Theodore John Kevin Juan Priests of our
Miller Miiler Miller Missler Moebius Molina Diocese
26 27 28 29 30 31
Rev. Rev. Msgr., Rev, Rev, Rev. Rev.
Joseph Kenneth Eric Joseph Michael Arthur
Mominee Morman Muelier Newman Newman Niewiadomski

Saint John Vianney, patron of parish priests, pray for us.

.. Diocese
« Toledo




THIS WEEK'S MASS SCHEDUL

At

ur Lady of T

DECEMBER 29 2024

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commitment to minister to the physical and spirifuai needs of our

rural families and steward the resources enfrusted to us. We value the diversity within our Catholic community and invite
all o waik with us on our journey of faith.

[ercy Parish

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

SunADe. 29 :30a.m. o he eople —--Religious Ed. Dates
10:30a.m gp Cindy Eddy
Loman Radabaugh ---jan. 5 & Jan. 19 - after Mass
- Dec. 29, Jan. 12 &Jan. 26 -~at home
Tues. Dec. 31 6:30pm. SP For the People --Jan. 1 -Mass 9 a.m. Mary, Holy Mother
WdJ 9:0 QLM For the Peopl ofGad
ed. Jan. 1 00 a.m. or the People
Mary, Mother of God --Jan. 12 — BFF after Mass
-~Jan. 12 - Altar Rosary meeting afier Mass
Thurs. Jan. 2 900 am. OLM For the People
Fri. Jan. 3 9:00 a.m. 5P For the People
Communion Svec
Sat. Jan. 4 4:30 pm SP  Ben Garza
Mary Cole -prayers for health NEXT
WEEK'S
Sun. Jan. 5 8:80a.m. QLM Karl & Lotte Obermoser MINISTERS
Ruth Obermoser
10:30a.m SP Lynn Schrickel Greeters/Gifts | Mike Maginn Ron & Pat
Family Eisel
SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT
Reported for December 22, 2024 ] )
Reader Mary Bird Pat Elsel
SUNDAY OFFERTCRY (14 envelopes) $ 881.00
LOOSE OFFERINGS 3 190.C0 ]
BUDGET 5 1. 747.00 Servers Wi M Kennedy K
Qver / {Under} ($ 676.00}
R & Pat
OTHER COLLECTION Ushers inihhe it
CPC Jar 3 21 Ministers of
Maintenance $ 450.00 the Eucharist Until further notice
8t. Vincent de Paul $ 50.00
Money Phil Baker
TOTAL COLLECTIONS {Sunday & Other) $ 1,67t.21 Counters Jeanna Marry
Barbara Roby
CHRISTMAS
Christmas {16 envelopes) 3 770.00
i.oose Offering $  1,499.00
CPC Jar & Votives % 28.00
TOTAL CHRISTMAS COLLECTION $ 2,297.00

Word(s) of the week (from The
America College Dictionary)

FAMILY- any group of persons closely
related by blood, as parents, children,

uncles, aunts and cousins

Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children,
and when he prays, is heard.
Whoever reveres his father will live a long life;
he obeys his father brings comfort to his mother.

Sirach 3:6




If Jesus was a Jew, why are we Catholic and not Jewish?

Jesus was a first-century Jew, as were his first disciples. They
continued their Jewish practices after Jesus’ resurrection,
but they believed and proclaimed that Jesus was the long-
awaited Messiah, the fulfillment of Judaism. Such claims
inevitably led to clashes with Jewish authorities, as when
St. Stephen, the first martyr, was charged with blasphemy
and stoned to death in Jerusalem in the year 36 (Acts 6—7). . .

Nevertheless, Jesus’ followers initially saw themselves as reformers of Judaism~not founders of a new rehglon
The Acts of the Apostles traces the first thirty years of this community of believers, from Jesus” ascension in
Jerusalem to Paul's imprisonment in Rome. It details the beginnings of their separation from Judaism, as when
the Jewish disciples wanted to impose certain practices of Mosaic Law on the Gentile disciples—circumcision,
for example (Acts 15:11). Acts and the epistles also chronicle the expansion outside of Jerusalem to the
Mediterranean region, where, for example, in Antioch, the disciples of lesus were called Christians for the first time
(Acts 11:26). The first written reference to “Cathotic Church” is from St. Ignatius of Antioch around the year 107.
Catholic means “universal.” “The Church is catholic: she proclaims the fullness of the faith.... She is sent out to
all peoples. She speaks to all men. She encompasses all times” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 868). =

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Do you have a question for the Padye?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your questior and to iearn more about Dear Padre.

December 30 December 31 January 1 lanuary 2 January 3 January 4 January 5

Octave of Octave of Mary, Holy Sts. Basil Christmas St. Elizabeth Epiphany
Christmas Christmas Mother of God the Great Weekday Ann Seton, of the Lord
1Jn2:12-17 1in2:18-21 Nm 6:22-27 and Gregory 1)n 2:28-3:4 Religious Is 60:1-6
Lk 2:36-40 In1:1-18 Gal 44-7 Nazianzen, Jn 1:29-34 1)n 37-10 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6
Lk 2:16-21 Bishops and Jn1:35-42 Mt 2:1-12
Doctors of the
Church
1in2:22-28
In 1:19-28

Every day, families have to learn to listen and understand one another, to
walk together, to face conflicts and difficulties.... And this too helps...talk
within the family, talk at table, dialogue between parents and children,
dialogue among siblings. It helps us experience our family roots that come

from our grandparents. Dialogue with the grandparents!
ANGELUS, ROME, DECEMBER 26, 2021

JLCG JULIA AMARAL / SHUTTERSTOCK

s 2024 Liguor Publications. /mprimatur: "In accerdance with CIC 827, permission to publish was granted on fanuary 25, 2024, by the Most Reverend Mark §. Rivituso,
i Ll 1 Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of 5t. Louls. Permission to publish is an indicatian that nothing contrary ta Church teaching is contained in this work. It does not imply any
guor endorsement of the opinions expressed fn the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may be used in any form without the prior
PUBLICATIONS  written permission of Liguort Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1391, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of
A Redemptorist Ministry  Christian Doctrine, Inc,, Washington, DC. AlL Rights Reserved. Printed in USA. Downlead our latest catalog, visit ligueri.erg or call 800-325-9521.




