August 11, 2024

our Parish

[Jesus said,] “I am the living
bread that came down from
heaven; whoever eats this
bread will live forever; and
the bread that | will give is
my flesh for the life

of the world.”

JOHN 6:51

Nineteenth Sunday in'Ordinary Time (B)

The Wisdom Journey

ER. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

n the journey of life, how does one know

when to keep struggling to make the dream

come true, to continue pushing and refusing
to surrender, or when to pull back, to recognize it was
not meant to be and accept that? One thinks, perhaps
one more effort will bring success. But our insistence
may be our ego striving for something which, in the
end, would be to our detriment. How does one know?

Though one can never be sure, there may be a

moment when life calls us to surrender. When Elijah

found himself rushing to escape the fearsome revenge

of Queen Jezebel, whose 450 prophets of Baal he
had bested and consigned to the netherworld, he
fled into the desert, sat down beneath a broom tree,
and prayed for death (1 Kings 18:22—-19:4). Life as a

prophet of God had become too much to bear. He had
surrendered, yet it was at this point that he was fed by
God to continue the journey.

The Gospel's message is that we shall all be taught
by God. There comes a time to recognize that God’s
wisdom is greater than our own and we must be
open to a different path of life than what we had
anticipated. It is one of God’s ways of teaching us, of
feeding us with wisdom to seek another course. ®

Reflect
Do you find it difficult to change your mind,
to accept that someone else may be correct, to
believe and apply the challenging message of
the Gospel?
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information.

SACRAMENT INFORMATION

o Baptism: Please call Father Pifher at 419-446-9288 to make arrangements for Baptism. A month's notice would be helpful.

e Reconciliation: Father will be available for confessions starting 30 minutes before Mass each week.

» New Parishioners: A warm welcome as you enter our Parish Community! You are asked to register at the parish office or
see the pastor as soon as possible. If you are moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may remove your
name from our parish records.

¢  Anointing of the Sick: Those who can participate: Anyone who is seriously sick or suffering a grave iliness (not a cold, or flu)
which is treated or medicated for by a doctor. Also for those of old age which often brings morale or depression factors
(body, mind, or spirit). Please make arrangements with Father or call the parish office.

« Matrimony: Please contact the Parish Office six months ahead of your planned wedding date, for Marriage Preparation
and scheduling.

= RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiafion of Adults is a series of classes designed to bring new members intfo the Catholic
church. Weekly sessions begin in September. People who have not been baptized, who have not been practicing or who
have been raised in another faith are all welcome to register. Parishioners are encouraged to invite interested family
members and friends. There is no obligation to join the church. This is simply an opportunity to learm more about the
Catholic faith. Contact Fr. William Pifher at 419-444-9288.

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Plecise note that the bulletin deadline is Tuesday, Noon. Please either call, email at OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com or
put in the collection basket any announcement for the following week's bulletin




SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 2024
19" Sunday of Ordinary Time

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY’S AT 8 A.M.

THE BATHROOM RENOVATIONS HAVE BEGUN!

Next Sunday, August 18 and possibly the following Sunday, August 25 there will
be no access to the bathrooms in the basement. There will be a Port-a-John
available for use on the east side of the church. Please plan accordingly. Thank
youl.

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY MASSES
August 15-9:00 a.m. Our Lady of Mercy
6:30 p.m. St Peter

COUNCIL MEETINGS

There will be a Finance Council meeting willon Aug. 14, 2024 at 5:45 p.m. in the
Parish office. Parish Council will meet Aug. 22, 2024 and will begin at6:15 p.m.
in the Parish Office.

FULTON COUNTY FAIR AUG. 30 THRU SEPT. 5

Itis that time of the year again. Our Lady of Mercy has several times available to
spread the word about our Faith at the Catholic booth at the fair. See bulletin
board for the times available.

THE WISDOM OF THE SAINTS - Introduction by Matthew Kelly

“Do not lose heart, even if you should discover that you lack qualities necessary
for the work to which you are called. He who called you will not desert you, but
the momentyou are in need he will stretch out his saving hand.”

St. Angela Merici

DIARY OF SAINT MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

Noteboolk 1

Three -day Retreat

456 On the evening of the introductory day of the retreat, as | listened to the
points for the meditation, | heard these words: During this retreat | will speak
to you through the mouth of the priest to strengthen you and assure you of
the truth of the words which | address to you in the depths of your soul.
Although this a retreat for all the sisters, | have you especially in mind, as |
want to strengthen you and make you fearless in the midst of all the
adversities which lie ahead. Therefore, listen intently to his words and
meditate upon them in the depths of vour soul.

ST. PETER NEWS
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Every Tuesday starting af 8 a.m.
ending with Mass al 7 p.m.

Did you know that Deacon
Larry Zachrich is also available
for Baptisms and Weddings®?
Contact Larry af 419-966-7091.

FAYETTE/SURROUNDING
AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS

---May 4 — Sept. 28 — Farmers Market,
Opera House parking lot 9am -1 pm

---Aug. 13 — Shoes for Eagle Feet —
Fayette Methodist Life Center 9 am —
11 am

---Aug. 14 — Community Dinner —
Fayette Methodist Life Center 5 -6 pm

—-Aug. 16 — Fayette Schools 1% day of
school, may God Bless all staff &
students

If you know of any Fayette Community
events, please either call or visit the
office or email to
OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Prayer chain-ANYONE wishing to submit
prayer requests can email Anita Van Zile
at vanzilein@hotmail.com or call Pat Eisel
at 419-737-2163.

Privacy  Issues for Parish  Office:
IMMEDATE FAMILY - must contact the
parish office for all prayer requests 1o be
posted in the parish bulletin.  Please
submit  with the exact verbiage
requested. Contfact Sherry Renner at
the parish office at 419-237-2441, no later
than Thursday at noon. By law, the
parish office does not divulge private
information we receive from hospitals.




- Diocese
|| «Toledo

DIOCESE OF TOLEDO NEWS

HELP WANTED
The Diocese has openings for employment. Check out the list at toledodiocese.org/careers

DIOCESE OF TOLEDO CALENDAR
For additional happenings in the Diocese of Toledo please visit tfoledodiocese.org/calendar

MASS ON ANNIVERSARIES OF MARRIAGE

Each year, the Diocese of Toledo celebrates the gift of marriage with the annual Mass on Anniversaries of
Marriage. If you are celebrating a milestone wedding anniversary in 2024 — 25, 40, 50, 60, or 60+ years — plan to
join Bishop Daniel E. Thomas for the Order of Blessing Married Couples within Holy Mass on Sunday, October
27th, 3:00pm at Qur Lady, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Cathedral, 2535 Collingwood Blvd, Toledo.
Registered couples receive a commemorative certificate and are invited to a reception following mass. To
register visit: www.toledoganniversarymass.org

PROJECT RACHEL

A one-day hedaling refreat for woman who are hurting after an experience with abortion will be offered in the
Diocese of Toledo on Saturday, Novemlber 16, 2024. To register or learm more, contact Kerstin, Project Rachel
Coordinator in the Diocese of Toledo, at koakka@ioledodiocese.org or 419-260-5811.

OUR LADY OF MERCY ACA -78.49%




Saints of the Day

(www.morningoffering.com)

Week of August 11— August 17

Sunday, Aug. 11- St. Clare of Assisi - St. Clare (1194-1253) was born in Assisi, Italy, to an aristocratic family, the daughter of
a wealthy count. From childhood she was pious after the example of her mother, and as she grew up her longing for God
increased. When she was eighteen she heard St. Francis of Assisi preach a Lenten mission in the local church. His holy example
kindled her desire to renounce the world and follow Christ. She secretly begged Francis to help her live as he did, in simplicity
according to the Gospel. St. Francis agreed. On Palm Sunday, Clare attended High Mass in all her finery for the final time.
There she received a mystical experience which confirmed her desire to renounce the world and follow Christ after the
example of St. Francis. That same night she secretly fled her father's house, along with two companions, to a chapel where St.
Francis awaited her with his friars. She exchanged her fine clothes for a rough tunic and veil, and had her hair cut off. Francis
placed Clare for a time with Benedictine nuns to escape the wrath of her family. She was soon joined by her sister, Agnes, and
other young women whom St. Francis inspired. He permanently housed the women, with Clare as abbess, in the Church of
San Damiano outside Assisi. This became the first foundation of the Poor Clare nuns. St. Clare lived there for the next forty
years in prayer, penance, and fasting. She is the patroness of eyes and eye diseases, the telephone, and television. Her feast
day is August uth.

Monday, Aug. 12— St. Jeanne Frances de Chantal - St. Jeanne (Jane) Frances de Chantal (1572-1641) was born in Dijon,
France. She was the daughter of the president of parliament, and lived up to her noble status as a refined, cheerful, and
beautiful woman. At the age of twenty-one she married a baron and together they had six children. She was strong in her
faith, having daily Mass said in her castle, giving alms to the poor, and skillfully managing her household. After seven years of
marriage, her husband was killed in an accident. To protect the estate for her children, she was obliged to live with her ill-
tempered father-in-law for seven years. When she was thirty-two she met St. Francis de Sales, whom she had previously seen
in a vision after praying for a spiritual director. To her private vow of chastity she added another of obedience to his direction,
while continuing to provide for her children. At the age of forty-five, after meeting her family obligations, she and St. Francis
founded a religious institute for women, the Congregation of the Visitation, which was to exemplify the virtues of the Virgin
Mary at the Visitation. The Visitation sisters accepted women who were rejected from other religious orders due to age or
illness. They were notable for their charitable works. Aristocrats and the nobility flocked to Jeanne de Chantal's reception-
room to seek her counsel. She underwent great trials, including the deaths of many of her close family and friends. She also
traveled extensively to found new Visitation houses, having established eighty-six at the time of her death. Her feast day is
August 12th.

Tuesday, Aug. 13- St. Cassian of Imola - St. Cassian of Imola (4th c.) was the Bishop of Brescia near Milan, Italy. When a
wave of persecution erupted under the Roman Emperor, Cassian fled to Imola, Italy, where he found work as a schoolmaster
teaching children how to read and write. He was a disciplined and effective educator. In addition to instructing his students
in the Christian faith, he also taught them a form of shorthand that allowed them to write as fast as they could speak. A city
official discovered that Cassian was a Christian and denounced him to the government authorities. Cassian was arrested and
ordered to offer sacrifice to the pagan gods, which he refused. As punishment the local judge ordered that he be stripped,
bound, and tied to a stake. He was then turned over to his pagan students, numbering about 200, to be tortured to death. His
students used their iron styli (writing instruments) to mercilessly carve into his skin and slowly stab him to death. St. Cassian
died from the many wounds inflicted all over his body. St. Cassian of Imola is the patron saint of students, school teachers,
shorthand writers, court reporters, stenographers, and parish clerks. His feast day is August 13th.

Wednesday, Aug. 14 - St. Maximilian Kolbe - St. Maximilian Kolbe (1894-1941) was born in Poland to a devout Christian
family. As a boy he had a vision of the Blessed Virgin Mary. She showed him two crowns: a white one for virginity and a red
one for martyrdom, and asked him which he would be willing to accept. He replied that he would accept both. He later joined
the Franciscans. While studying for the priesthood in Rome, he organized a group of friars and founded the Militia of the
Immaculata in 1917 to crusade for consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and to oppose the evil of Freemasonry. From
it came the Knights of the Immaculate magazine that reached a circulation of 750,000, as well as a radio show, both of which
became a resource for strengthening faith across Poland. He also established a monastery which grew to 8oo friars, the largest
in the world at the time. In 1930 he traveled to the Far East and founded another monastery in Nagasaki, Japan. He returned
to Poland in 1936. During World War II, St. Maximilian Kolbe housed over 3,000 Polish refugees at his monastery. He was
eventually imprisoned because of his effective work, and was sent to Auschwitz in 1941. There he endured special cruelty
because he was a Catholic priest. St. Maximilian ministered to the prisoners, and offered his life in place of a father who had
been condemned to death. After being starved for two weeks and still found alive, Maximilian was killed by lethal injection




(St. Maximilian - cont.) _ .
on August 14, 1941. He is the patron saint of families, drug addicts, prisoners, journalists, and the pro-life movement. His feast
day is August 14th.

Thursday, Aug. 15 - St. Tarcisius - St. Tarcisius (3rd ¢.) was a boy who lived during the persecution of Roman Emperor
Valerian. When the Christians would secretly celebrate daily Mass in the catacombs, a deacon would be sent to carry the Holy
Fucharist to the Christians waiting in prison to be executed. At one point there was no deacon to send, and so St. Tarcisius, a
twelve-year-old acolyte, was sent to carry the "Holy Mysteries" to the prisoners. One day, on his way, he was stopped by pagan
boys his own age with whom he would sometimes play games. They asked him to play, but Tarcisius declined because of the
holy mission on which he had been sent. The crowd of boys became curious about what he was carrying, and soon discovered
that he was a Christian. In their profane desire to see the holy secret he so carefully guarded, they descended on him as a mob
and beat him. Tarcisius was courageous and refused to surrender the Blessed Sacrament. A fellow Christian came to his rescue
and carried his bloodied body back to the catacombs. Tarcisius died from his injuries along the way. He was buried in the
cemetery of St. Callistus, and his relics are kept in the church of San Silvestro. Legend has it that the consecrated Host
disappeared during the attack. St. Tarcisius is the patron of altar boys and first communicants. His feast day is August 15th.

Friday, Aug. 16 - St. Roch - St. Roch, also known as St. Rocco (d. 1327), was born in Montpellier, France, the pious son of the
city's governor. He was born with a red cross on his chest, a sign that the Virgin Mary answered his mother's prayer to heal
her barrenness. His parents died when he was twenty, after which he gave his wealth to the poor and handed the government
of the city over to his uncle. Free from earthly cares, he set off as a pilgrim for Italy. When he came upon a town badly struck
by the plague, he sojourned there to help the sick. He cured many people by making the Sign of the Cross over them.
These miracles occurred at every plague-infested area that he passed through on his way to Rome. When he reached Piacenza
he himself contracted the disease in his leg, and awaited death in a remote forest hut. Providentially, a count's hunting dog
found and befriended him, brought him food, and licked his wounds. A spring arose nearby, providing fresh water. The count,
who followed his dog one day, discovered the saint and aided him in his recovery. Slowly St. Roch's health was restored, after
which he returned to his native Montpellier. He refused to disclose his identity to the townspeople so that he could remain
poor and unknown. This secrecy aroused suspicion that he might be a spy, and he was cast into prison by his own uncle, who
did not recognize him. St. Roch died in prison five years later. His identity was then discovered by the red cross birthmark on
his chest. At his funeral, many miracles attested to his sanctity, and a church was erected for his veneration. St. Roch is the
patron saint of dogs, surgeons, invalids, bachelors, and against plague and pestilence. His feast day is August 16th.

Saturday, Aug. 17 - St. Lawrence of Rome - St. Lawrence of Rome (d. 258 A.D.) was likely a Spaniard by birth who lived in
Rome while Christianity was outlawed under pain of death. He was appointed by Pope St. Sixtus II as archdeacon over the
seven deacons of Rome, and held the sacred duty of tending to the Church's wealth and distributing alms to the poor. After
Pope St. Sixtus II was beheaded by Roman Emperor Valerian, along with the six other deacons, Lawrence was left as the
highest-ranking clergy in Rome. He was ordered by the Roman authorities to appear before the tribunal—a summons to his
execution—along with the treasures of the Church that were in his possession. St. Lawrence then quickly distributed the
Church's wealth to the poor so that the government could not confiscate it. On the appointed day, August 1oth, Lawrence
responded to the summons by bringing with him a multitude of the poor and crippled of Rome; these he proclaimed to be the
true treasure of the Church. This angered the authorities so greatly that Lawrence was ordered to be burned alive on a gridiron.
He was bound to the metal grate and slowly roasted to death over hot coals. During his torture Lawrence famously mocked
his torturers by saying, "I am done on this side, turn me over." St. Lawrence is the patron saint of many causes including cooks,
chefs, comedians, deacons, librarians, students, and the poor. His feast day is August 1oth.




Our Lady of Mercy Parish

AUGUST 11, 2024

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commitment to minister to the physical and spirifual needs of our
rural families and steward the resources enfrusfed fo us. We value the diversity within our Catholic communify and invite
all to walk with us on our journey of faith.

THIS WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE P EORING PARTE VNI
Date Time  Church  Intention
sl Fliam.. OLM iy ---Aug. 14 - Finance Council meeting
10:30a.m SP Cindy Eddy . 5:45p.m.
Frank O & Mary Smith ---Aug. 15 — The Assumption of the
Tues. Aug. 18 700 pm. SP _ For the People Blessed Virgin Mary -9 a.m
---Aug. 22 — Pastoral Council meeting

Wed. Aug.14 9:00 a.m. SP For the People 6:15 pm

Thurs. Aug.15
Assumption of
Mary

9:00am. OLM

6:30 pm SP

For the People
For the People

---Aug. 30 - Sept. 5 -Fulton Co. Fair
Our Lady of Mercy’s Catholic booth
Days - Sept. 3 & Sept. 5 (see bulletin

Fri. Aug. 16 9:00a.m. SP For the People . )
Board for sign up times)
Sat. Aug. 17 4:30p.m. SP For the People
NEXT Al 8. 20
Sun. Aug. 18 8:30a.m. OLM  Jeannette Tidwell, Living & WEEK’S
Deceased Sarnac family, Ron & MINISTERS
Melody Lichtenwald family Mary Bird
10:30a.m SP Virgil Fry, Sasha Budowski Greeters/Gifts Jerry Van Zile
Lynn Schrickel
Reader Pat Eisel
SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT Servers Will Maginn
Reported for August 4, 2024
SUNDAY OFFERTORY (12 envelopes) $ 786.00 Ushers Ron Eisel
LOOSE OFFERINGS $ 107.00 Jerry Van Zile
Ministers of
BUDGET $ 1,747.00 the Eucharist Until further notice
Over / (Under) ($ 854.00) Money Phil Baker
OTHER COLLECTION Counters Der}r:rs/D\?gf%ill\glller
Maintenance $ 45.00 ry
St. Vincent de Paul $ 50.00
TOTAL COLLECTIONS (Sunday & Other) $ 988.00

Word(s) of the week (from The America
College Dictionary)
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

GOODNESS - moral excellence; virtue Psalm 34




Dear Padre,
I miss the use of incense. Is it forbidden or out of style?

Incense is not out of style, nor is it forbidden. It is still burned to signify
that Christ’s sacrifice ascends to God as an odor of sweetness and as a sign
of people’s prayers rising to the throne of God. In the Book of Revelation,
we read: “Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a gold
censer. He was given a great quantity of incense to offer, along with the
prayers of all the holy ones, on the gold altar that was before the throne.
The smoke of the incense along with the prayers of the holy ones went up
before God from the hand of the angel” (Revelation 8:3-4).

Incense is a resinous substance obtained by cutting into the bark of a fir or pine tree. The original meaning
of the Hebrew word for incense was “fragrant smoke.” Ancient Jews burned incense as an act of worship in the
tabernacle and temple. Scripture mentions incense often (Ephesians 5:2 and Philippians 4:18, for instance).

Today, incense is often used at the benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, at funerals, and during other
special liturgical celebrations to highlight the festivity of a particular occasion. Celebrants may also use incense

in any liturgy to bless the congregation, the altar, the book of the Gospels, and the gifts of bread and wine. ®
The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org

SDOLSHILLAHS / WHANNY

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
August 12 August 13 August 14 August 15 August 16 August 17 August 18
Weekday Weekday St. Maximilian Assumption of Weekday Weekday Twentieth Sunday
Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c Ez 2:8-34 Kolbe, Priest the Blessed Ez 16:1-15,60, Ez 18:1-10, 13b, in Ordinary Time
Mt 17:22-27 Mt 18:1-5,10,  and Martyr Virgin Mary 63 or 16:59-63  30-32 Prv 9:1-6
12-14 Ez 9:-7; Rv 11:19a; 12:1- Mt 19:3-12 Mt 19:13-15 Eph 5:15-20
10:18-22 6a, 10ab Jn 6:51-58
Mt 18:15-20 1 Cor 15:20-27
Lk 1:39-56

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

Without [Jesus], rather than living, we get by: because he alone
nourishes the soul; he alone forgives us from that evil that we
cannot overcome on our own; he alone makes us feel loved
even if everyone else disappoints us; he alone gives us the

strength to love and, he alone gives us the strength to forgive.
ANGELUS, ROME, AUGUST 8, 2021

RICCARDO DE LUCA - UPDATE / SHUTTERSTOCK
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