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COMMUNITY

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)

2 Kings 4:42-44 / Ephesians 4:1-6 / John 6:1-15

Enough Is Enough

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

he radio program discussed whether

Americans thought they were better or worse

off today than one year ago. As you might
expect, opinions were divided. Some believed we were
better off—inflation had dropped 6 percentage points
to about 3 percent, and while prices were higher, so
were most wages. Others believed the opposite—many
costs had risen, especially food, as well as big-ticket
items like homes and cars. One of the panelists then
suggested what she knew would be an unpopular
opinion: while there were many still struggling to
make ends meet and did not have enough, there were
others who, because of the pandemic supplement,
began to overspend and now could not maintain their
lifestyle. Her opinion was that, for many, it was not an
issue of having enough, but rather wanting too much
and a lack of proper budgeting.

When Jesus fed the people gathered by the
mountain, he provided not a feast but bread and
fish, which was enough for them all. This is how God
feeds us each day, with enough. We rise each morning
sleepy, yet with enough energy to get us through
the day. Our health may not be what it once was, but
there is enough to keep us going. Our prayer may
seem routine and lacking in heavenly inspiration, but
somehow it seems to be enough for us to continue
living with faith. God does feed us, not always with
the abundance we may desire, but always with enough
of what we need. ®

Reflect
How does God feed you with what you need?
Is it enough?

[The disciples] filled twelve wicker baskets
with fragments from the five barley loaves
that had been more than they could eat.

JOHN 6:13
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Ron Eisel Friday 2:00 a.m.
Pat Eisel

Ray Hollstein
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Traci Maginn
Barbara Roby
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Kim Garrow 419-446-2150
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Religious Ed
Deb Herring
Parish Council President
Stephen Bernath

PARISH STAFF

Secretary: Sherry Renner
OLOMFayette@olom?2441.onmicrosoft.com

Bookkeeper

Tami Baker
OLOMBoackkeeper@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Youth Leader/CRE

Anita Van Zile
OLOMCre@oclom2441.onmircrosoft.com

Clothing items can be
donated via our drop off
site on the east side of
the building. Our store is
open on Thursdays from
10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Contact Rhonda
Monahan at
517-306-7986 for
information.

Website (bulletin online)
stpeterarchbold.com/our-lady-of-mercy

SACRAMENT INFORMATION
* Baptism: Please call Father Pifher at 419-4446-2288 to make arrangements for Baptism. A month's notice would be helpful.
* Reconciliation: Father will be available for confessions starting 30 minutes before Mass each week.
* New Parishioners: A warm welcome as you enter our Parish Community! You are asked to register at the parish office or see
the pastor as soon as possible. If you are moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may remove your name from
our parish records.
* Anointing of the Sick: Those whe can participate: Anyone who is seriously sick or suffering a grave illness (not a cold, or flu)
which is freated or medicated for by a doctor. Also for those of old age which often brings morale or depression factors (body,
mind, or spirit). Please make arrangements with Father or call the parish office.
* Matrimony: Please contact the Parish Office six months ahead of your planned wedding date, for Marriage Preparation and
scheduling.
RCIA : The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a series of classes designed to bring new mempbers into the Catholic church.
Weekly sessions begin in September. People who have not been baptized, who have not been practicing or who have been
raised in another faith are all welcome to register. Parishioners are encouraged to invite interested family members and friends.
There is no obligation to join the church. This is simply an opportunity to learn more about the Catholic faith. Contact Fr. William
Pifher at 419-444-9288.
BULLETIN DEADLINE: Please note that the bulletin deadline is Tuesday, Noon. Please either call or email at
OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com or put in the collection basket any announcement for the following week's bulletin.



SUNDAY, JULY 28, 2024
17" Sunday of Ordinary Time

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY’S AT 8 A.M.

BLESSED CRUXIFIES & MEDALS and VERONICA VEIL RELIC

On the back table are Blessed Cruxifixes &Medals that were received at St.
Vincent de Paul’s. Also, there are additional prayer packets from the Veronia
Veil Relic display. Please help yourself to whatever you need.

BULL THISTLE FESTIVAL BREAKFAST

Our Lady of Mercy, Altar Rosary Society, Bull Thistle Breakfast, August 3, 2024,
8 a.m.-10a.m. Please join us for breakfast or if you would like lend a helping
hand please see Sherry Renner.

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY MASSES
August 15-9:00 a.m. Our Lady of Mercy
6:30 p.m. St Peter

THE WISDOM OF THE SAINTS - Introduction by Matthew Kelly
“The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment and to thank God for all
that He, in His goodness, sends to us day after day.” - St. Gianna Molla

DIARY OF SAINT MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

Notebook 1

371 Jesus, King of Mercy, again the time has come when | am alone with You.
Therefore | beg You, by all the love with which Your Heart burns, to destroy
completely within in me my self-love and, on the other hand, to enkindle in my
heart the fire of Your purest love.

372 Inthe evening, after the conference, | heard these words: | am with you.
During this retreat, | will strengthen you in peace and in courage so that your
strength will not fain in carrying out My designs. Therefore, you will cancel
out your will absolutely in this retreat and, instead, My complete will shall
be accomplished in you. Know that it will cost you much, so write these
words on a clean slate of paper: “From today on, my own will does not
exist,” these words: “From today on, | do the will of God everywhere,
always, and in everything.” Be afraid of nothing; love will give you strength
and make the realization of this easy.

ST. PETER NEWS
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Every Tuesday starting at 8 a.m.
ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

Did you know that Deacon
Larry Zachrich is also available
for Baptisms and Weddings¢e
Contact Larry at 419-966-7091.

FAYETTE/SURROUNDING
AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS

---May 4 — Sept. 28 — Farmers Market,
Opera House parking lot 9 am — 1 pm

---Aug. 3 — Fayette Bull Thistle Festival

-—-Aug. 21 — Community Dinner —
Fayette Methodist Life Center 5 -6 pm

If you know of any Fayette Community
events, please either call or visit the
office or email to
OLOMFayette@clom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Prayer chain-ANYONE wishing to submit
prayer requests can email Anita Van Zile
at vanzilejin@hotmail.com or call Pat Eisel
at 419-737-2163.

Privacy Issues for Parish _ Office:

IMMEDATE FAMILY - must contact the
parish office for all prayer requests to be
posted in the parish bulletin.  Please
submit  with the exact verbiage
requested. Contact Shemry Renner at
the parish office at 419-237-2441, no later
than Thursday at noon. By law, the
parish office does not divulge private
information we receive from hospitals.




| FAYETTE |
BULL THISTLE FESTIVAL

REAKEFAST

Our Lady of Mercy Church
409 IE. Main St., Fayette

August 3, 2024

3 am. - 10 am.

Home of the Bull Thistle
Breaktiast Bowl
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Saints of the Day

(www.morningoffering.com)
Week of July 28— August 3

Sunday, July 28- St. Nazarius and St. Celsus - St. Nazarius and St. Celsus (1st c¢.) were early Christian martyrs,
but nothing else is known with certainty about their lives or the time they lived, other than that they were put to
death for their Christian faith in Milan, Italy, perhaps during the persecution of the Emperor Nero. What we know
about these saints came to us from St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan. In 395 A.D. St. Ambrose discovered the body of
St. Nazarius, with severed head, along with a vial of his blood still as fresh as the day it was spilled, in a garden
outside the city gates. St. Ambrose carried the body in procession to bury in the city's Basilica of the Apostles. In
the same garden he also discovered the body of St. Celsus, and likewise had the body taken to the same basilica.
Miracles occurred in the church at the presence of the relics of these two holy martyrs. According to one account,
St. Nazarius was the son of St. Perpetua, the child she bore just prior being executed for her faith. Celsus was a
youth given to the care of St. Nazarius by the boy's mother, who desired for the saint to teach her son the Christian
faith. The two traveled and preached the Gospel together zealously before being tortured and executed in Milan.
They share a feast day on July 28th.

Monday, July 29~ Sts. Martha, Mary and Lazarus - St. Martha (1st ¢.) was a pious Jewish woman from Bethany
near Jerusalem. She was a close friend of Jesus during his earthly ministry, as was her brother, St. Lazarus, and her
sister, St. Mary of Bethany (St. Mary Magdalene - separate feast day on July 22nd).* The Gospels tell us that “Jesus
loved Martha, and her sister Mary and Lazarus.” Martha would serve the Lord faithfully when he was a guest in her
home, once busying herself so much with her work that she neglected to spend time enjoying his presence, for
which she earned a gentle rebuke from Our Lord. Martha had great faith in Christ, especially evidenced in her
belief that he could raise her brother Lazarus from the dead. In the Gospels we read that St. Martha testified that
Jesus was the Son of God even before his Passion and Resurrection. According to tradition, after the Ascension of
Jesus into heaven, St. Martha gathered a group of women together to live, pray, and do penance in common, one
of the early Christian houses of consecrated women. St. Martha is the patron of servers, maids, butlers, servants,
single laywomen, homemakers, housewives, and cooks. Together, these siblings share a feast day on July 29th.

Tuesday, July 30- St. Peter Chrysologus - St. Peter Chrysologus (406-450 A.D.) was born in Imola, Italy. He was
an adult convert to Christianity and studied under his bishop, Cornelius, who ordained him a deacon. In his day
the city of Ravenna was the center of the Roman Empire, making the Archbishop of Ravenna an important position
in the Church. When the Archbishop of Ravenna died, a new archbishop was elected by the clergy and the people
of Ravenna. Bishop Cornelius of Imola went to Rome with his deacon, St. Peter Chyrsologus, to have the Ravenna
appointment confirmed by Pope Sixtus [II. When the pope saw St. Peter, he appointed him the new Archbishop of
Ravenna instead. St. Peter was an effective shepherd who stamped out paganism, heresy, and ecclesiastical abuses
from his diocese, earning the high regard of Emperor Valentinan III who resided in Ravenna. He also organized
services to help the poor of the city. St. Peter was renowed for his profound and eloquent sermons, and his skill
with taking complex theological truths and putting them in plain language, earning him the name 'Chrysologus’
meaning 'the man of golden speech’ or 'golden word' as well as the 'Doctor of Homilies." In 1729, Pope Benedict
XIII declared him a Doctor of the Church. His feast day is July 30.

Wednesday, July 31 - St. Ignatius of Loyola - St. Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556) was born at the castle of Loyola
in Basque country, Spain, the youngest of thirteen children. In keeping with the young aristocrats of his day,
Ignatius sought after military prowess, vainglory, and fame, and became a knight at the age of seventeen. He was
known as a fancy dresser, an expert dancer, a womanizer, sensitive to insult, and involved in criminal behavior.
During a period of convalescence after being wounded in battle, he read a collection of saint biographies and a Life
of Christ. These books profoundly affected him, and he experienced a conversion of heart. He desired to pattern
his life after the great saints, and ceremoniously hung up his military garments before an image of the Virgin Mary.
After experiencing a vision of the Blessed Mother with the Infant Jesus, he lived for a time as an ascetic in a cave.
It was during this time that he formulated his famous Spiritual Exercises, the spiritual centerpiece of the religious




(St. Ignatius of Loyola - cont.)

order he would later establish. He then went on pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and studied theology for many years.
During his studies he gathered a group of six like-minded men and founded the Society of Jesus, today known as
the Jesuits. They went as missionaries all over the world to spread the Gospel, especially focusing on education.
Today the Jesuits have over 30,000 members and 500 universities. St. Ignatius of Loyola's feast day is July 31st.

Thursday, Aug. 1 - St. Alphonsus Liguori - St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787) was born near Naples, the eldest
of eight children of a noble family. He became a lawyer after receiving doctorates in canon and civil law at the age
of 16. For many years he was successful in practicing law, but grew disenchanted with the profession. After losing
a case for the first time at the age of 27 after eight years of practicing the law, he discerned a call to enter the
seminary and became a priest. Alphonsus spent the early years of his priesthood ministering to homeless and
marginalized youth, and through this work eventually founded the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer,
known as the Redemptorists, which aimed to preach in city slums. He was known best for his sermons, especially
his ability to convert those who were estranged from the faith, and for his great works in moral and spiritual
theology. He was a practical and prudent theologian, avoiding the extremes of being too rigid and legalistic on the
one hand, and too lax on the other, despite the fact that he struggled with scrupulosity in his personal life. He
suffered much from arthritis in his old age, his neck becoming so bent that his chin left an open sore on his chest.
His most famous written works were on the Virgin Mary and the Blessed Sacrament. For his work in moral theology
he was declared a Doctor of the Church. He is the patron saint of moral theologians, vocations, arthritis sufferers,
and those who struggle with scrupulosity. St. Alphonsus Ligouri's feast day is August 1st.

Friday, Aug. 2 - Blessed Jane of Aza - Blessed Jane of Aza (12th c.), also known as Joanna or Juana of Aza, belonged
to the Spanish nobility. At a young age she married a nobleman and together they had five children. She was a
pious woman known for her life of prayer and generosity to the poor. When her two eldest sons were given to the
priesthood, she went to the nearby church of St. Dominic Silos, a miracle worker and a patron saint of pregnant
women, to pray earnestly for another son who would carry on the succession of the family. In a dream the saint
appeared to her and said that she would bear a son who would be a shining light to the Church. She also dreamed
of a dog that leaped from her womb carrying a torch in its mouth, lighting all the world on fire. She gave birth to
asoninanswer to her prayers, and in gratitude named him Dominic. She brought her son to the altar of St. Dominic
Silos and there offered him to God. At the child's baptism his godmother saw a star shining from his forehead. All
of these signs were taken to mean that the child would be great. Jane brought her son up with the utmost care,
and as the child grew he evidenced uncommon sanctity and virtue. When Dominic turned age seven Jane
generously gave him to be educated as a priest, leaving her family without a male heir. St. Dominic went on to
found the famous Order of Preachers, or Dominicans, who became known as the "Hounds of the Lord", a great
preaching order against heresy and in defense of the Catholic faith. Her feast day is August 2nd.

Saturday, Aug. 3 - St. Lydia Purpuraria - St. Lydia Purpuraria, also called Lydia of Thyatira (1st. ¢), was a pious
and wealthy woman involved in the textile trade in Philippi, Macedonia. She and her husband manufactured and
traded in the lucrative business of purple dyes and fabrics, a luxury for the elite. Lydia was a worshiper of the true
God, and when St. Paul's missionary journeys brought him to Philippi in about 50 A.D., God opened Lydia's heart
to accept the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Lydia and her family became St. Paul's very first converts to Christianity, as
mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles. After her family was baptized, Lydia invited Paul and his companion, St.
Timothy, to stay in her home. Lydia served the Lord through her gift of hospitality, and her home became a meeting
place for the early Christians. After Paul and Silas were released from prison, it was to Lydia's home that they first
went to meet and encourage the believers gathered there. St. Lydia's feast day is August 3.




Our Lady of Mercy Parish

JULY 28, 2024

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commitment to minister to the physical and spiritual needs of our
rural families and steward the resources enfrusted to us. We value the diversity within our Catholic community and invite
all to walk with us on our journey of faith.

THIS WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE

Time  Church Intention
8:00a.m. OLM For the People

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

Date

S oy 28 ---Aug. 3 - Bull Thistle Breakfast

ga.m.—10a.m.

---Aug. 15 - The Assumption of the

Blessed Virgin Mary—9 a.m

---Aug. 22 - Finance Council 5:45 pm
Pastoral Council 6:15 pm

10:30a.m SP Andy & Ann Dominique

Retirement, Amelia Salinas

Tues. July 30
Communion Sve
Wed. July 31
Communion Sve
Thurs. Aug. 1
Communion Sve

700 p.m. SP For the People

9:00 a.m. SP For the People

9:00a.m. OLM For the People

Fri. Aug. 2 9:00a.m. SP For the People

Communion Sve

Sat. Aug. 3 4:30p.m. SpP For the People

Sun. Aug. 4 8:30a.m. OLM Living & Deceased Sarnac Family, Ron NEXT August 4, 2024
& Melody Lichtenwald Family, Dewey & WEEK'S

Ivy Kunkle Family, Frances Uzdella

MINISTERS

Conklin Family
) Marge Crowell
10-30a.m oF Gina Damman Greeters/Gifts Joyce Bonin
Reader Ron Baker
SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT '
Reported for July 21, 2024
Servers
SUNDAY OFFERTORY (13 envelopes) $ 806.00
LOOSE OFFERINGS $ 4400 Ushers Phil & Tami Baker
BUDGET $ 1,747.00 Ministers of
Over / (Under) ($ 797.00) the Eucharist Until further notice
OTHER COLLECTION Money Ron Baker
Votives $ 75 Counters Bar‘b Brugge_,man
Assumption of Mary $ 20.00 Michelle Miron
TOTAL COLLECTIONS (Sunday & Other) $ 970.75

Word(s) of the week (from The America
College Dictionary)

MIRACLE - an effect in the physical
world which surpasses all known
human or natural powers

Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and
distributed them to those who were reclining,
and also as much of the fish as they wanted.
When they had had their fill, he said to his
disciples, “Gather the fragments left over, so that
nothing will be wasted.” So they collected them,
and filled twelve wicker baskets with fragments
from the five barley loaves that had been more
than they could eat..- Mark 6:34




Dear Padre,

Is there really an unforgivable sin?

In the Gospels, Jesus teaches that blasphemy against the Spirit will
not be forgiven (Matthew 12:31-32, Mark 3:28-29, Luke 12:10).
This seems to imply the existence of a sin that God either cannot
or will not forgive. Yet we have the overwhelming testimony of the
Scriptures and Church teaching that God’s mercy and forgiveness are
more powerful than any sin, no matter how serious or frequent it
might be. This apparent contradiction disappears when we carefully
consider the context of Jesus’ teaching on the “unforgivable sin.”
Jesus’ statements regarding blasphemy against the Holy Spirit
occurred as part of his ongoing dispute with the scribes and Pharisees who witnessed Jesus’ exorcisms but
attributed them to the power of Satan, thus denying the evidence of the Spirit’s saving action in Jesus” work
and teaching (Matthew 12:22-32). This denial is not simply a misunderstanding. Rather, it is willful, malicious,
deliberate, and unrepentant. For such people, there can truly be no forgiveness, not because God is unwilling or
unable to forgive, but because the people will not recognize their need for forgiveness.
The “unforgivable sin” is not an action so horrible that even God’s patience and mercy are exhausted. Rather,
it is the attitude of people who reject the Lord’s presence in their lives. God’s offer of forgiveness is still
universal. We need only respond to his grace and seek his forgiveness. ®
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The Redemptorists f DearPadre.org

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

July 29 July 30 July 31 August 1 August 2 August 3 August 4

Sts. Martha, Mary, Weekday St. Ignatius of St. Alphonsus Weekday Weekday Eighteenth Sunday

and Lazarus Jer 14:17-22 Loyola, Priest Liguori, Bishop  Jer 26:1-9 Jer 26:11-16, 24 in Ordinary Time

lerist-11 Mt 13:36-43 Jer 15:10, 16-21 and Doctor of Mt 13:54-58 Mt 14:1-12 Ex16:2-4,

Jn 11:19-27 or Mt 13:44-46 the Church 12-15

Lk 10:38-42 Jer 18:1-6 Eph 4:17, 20-24
Mt 13:47-53 In 6:24-35

4 A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

Every day...around seven thousand children under the age of five

die due to malnutrition.... Jesus also addresses an invitation to us...
“Be brave, give what little you have, your talents, your possessions,
make them available to Jesus and to your brothers and sisters. Do not

be afraid, nothing will be lost, because if you share, God will multiply.”
ANGELUS, ROME, JULY 25, 2021

RICCARDO DE LUCA - UPDATE / SHUTTERSTOCK
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