April 28, 2024

Acts 9:26-31 / 1 John 3:18-24 / John 15:1-8
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every branch in me that does

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS not bear fruit, and every one

he common myth is that we receive _ that does he prunes so thatit

a new body every seven years as bears more fruit. §

cells die and are replaced. However, ) JOHN 15:1-2
stomach cells are renewed every two days or
so because of acids and enzymes. Skin cells are
replaced every two to three weeks. Bone cells
last about ten years, and our brain cells stay
with us for our entire lives. In a sense, then, we
might say that our bodies are pruned, part of us
remaining long-term to nurture and sustain like
the trunk of a tree, and part of us severed so
that life may be renewed and continue on.

If so with our bodies, are not our spirits
also pruned? There is a core part of who we
are that wends its way throughout our lives.
Yet that “who” has rough edges in need of
being smoothed; barbs need to be dulled; and
certain inclinations simply need to be severed.
Spouses tend to prune one another, the grace
of a loving marriage. Children sometimes keep
parents honest. Life events may grind down our
independence and self-sufficiency. Illnesses,
aging, job loss, the death of loved ones—all
forcing us to recognize that we are not in
control of life. We are thus pruned, forced to
surrender much of what we once thought we
could control.
Where is God in all of this? If God is woven

into the warp and woof of all life, then all
the events and rhythms of life can draw us
closer to God, pruning us into goodness and
fruitfulness.

How have you been pruned and has this
pruning led to new growth, new life?
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Catholic Communities
Parish Pastor
Rev. William Pifher
419-446-9288

Our Lady of Mercy St. Peter

409 E. Main St. OLM PARISH OFFICE 614 N. Defiance St.
Archbold, OH 43502
MASS SCHEDULE Faiyetig, L+so2] MASS SCHEDULE
. 15t Saturday of month 8:30 a.m.
fﬁgggé g;gg o Phone: 419-237-2441 SR iy
Y S Hours: 9 a.m. fo 3 p.m. Sunday 1030 0.m.
Tuesday and Thursda e i e
PASTORAL COUNCIL Y Y Wednesday 9:00 a.m.
Ron Eisel Friday 9:00 a.m.
Pat Eisel
Ray Hollstein .
e R der PARISH STAFF  Parish Secretary
Traci Maginn Secretary: Sherry Renner Kl SOmo-4la-dec-21o0
Barbara Roby OLOMFayette@olom244 1.onmicrosoff.com email-stpefer@rfecexpress.net
Clothing items can be BOOkkeeper Regglt;)::s Ed
donated via our drop off Tami Baker ¢ © 5 emr}g
site on the east side of OLOMBookkeeper@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com Parish Council President
the building. Our store is Youth Leader/CRE Stephen Bernath
open on Thursdays from - . :
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Anita Van Zile
Contact Rhonda OLOMCre@olom?244 1.onmircrosoft.com
Monahan at
517-304-7986 for Website (bulletin online)
information. stpeterarchbold.com/our-lady-of-mercy

SACRAMENT INFORMATION
* Baptism: Please call Father Pifher at 419-444-9288 to make arrangements for Baptism. A month's natice would be helpful.
* Reconciliation: Father will be avdilable for confessions starting 30 minutes before Mass each week.
* New Parishioners: A warm welcome as you enter our Parish Community! You are asked to register at the parish office or see
the pastor as scon as possible. If you are moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may remove your name from
our pdarish records.
* Anointing of the Sick: Those who can participate: Anyone who is seriously sick or suffering a grave illness (not a cold, or flu)
which is freated or medicated for by a doctor. Also for those of old age which often brings morale cr depression factors (body,
mind, or spirit). Please make arrangements with Father or call the parish office.
* Matrimony: Please confact the Parish Office six months ahead of your planned wedding date, for Marriage Preparation and
scheduling.
* RCIA : The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a series of classes designed to bring new members info the Catholic church.
Weekly sessions begin in September. People who have not been baptized, who have not been practicing or who have been
raised in another faith are all welcome 1o register. Parishioners are encouraged to invite interested family members and friends.
There is no obligation to join the church. This is simply an opportunity to leamn more about the Catholic faith, Contact Fr. William
Pifner at 419-446-9288.
BULLETIN DEADLINE: Please note that the bulletin deadline is Tuesday, Noon. Plecse either call or email at
OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com or put in the collection basket any announcement for the following week's bulletin,




SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2024

5th Sunday of Easter

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY’S AT 8 A.M.

BREAKFAST AFTER MASS
Come celebrate with the 13 Communicants with breakfast provided by the Altar
Rosary Society.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Jaelynn Asbury and Bryson Kessler on their 1 Holy
Communion.

ALTAR ROSARY SOCIETY
There will be a meeting of the Altar Rosary Society, Sunday, May 5, 2024 after
Mass.

**NEW POLICY**
On March 15, 2024, Our Lady of Mercy had an Audit by the Diocese of Toledo.
There were a few things that we needed to implement to our Parish. Starting
immediately ALL purchases that need to be made for the Parish will require the
authorization of the Priest, prior to purchasing items.

* A Purchase Requisition needs to be filled out, call the Office on Tuesday or
Thursday, 9 a.m. -3 p.m., to have one filled out for the Priest’s approval.

* After purchase is completed, a Reimbursement Request (please pick up in
office) needs to be filled out and original receipt(s) attached to the form.

* Reimbursement Request will then need approval from the Priest before

payment is made by the Bookkeeper. Please allow 7 —14 days for reimbursement.

INCLEMENT WEATHER (TORNADO WARNING)
Our Lady of Mercy will be open to all who need shelter during a Tornado warning.
Please come and stay safe in the basement.

PREVIOUS WEEKS BULLETINS
For your convenience, the previous weeks bulletin will be on the back table.

THE WISDOM OF THE SAINTS - Infroduction by Matthew Kelly
“Prayer is nothing else than being on terms of friendship with God." - St. Teresa of Avila

DIARY OF SAINT MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

Notebool 1

145 + Jesus often makes known to me what He does not like in my soul, and He has more
than once rebuked me for what seemed to be frifles, but which were, in fact, things of
great importance. He has wamed me and tried me like a Master. For many years, He
Himself educated me, until the moment when He gave me a spiritual director. Previously,
He Himself had made clear to me what | did not understand; but now, He tells me to ask
my confessor about everything and often says, | will answer you through his mouth. Be at
peace. (68) It has never happened to me that | received an answer which was contrary
to what the Lord wanted of me, when | presented it fo the spiritual director (Father
Sopocko). It sometimes happens that Jesus first asks certain things of me, about which no
one knows anything, and then, when | kneel at the confessional, my confessor gives me
the same order — however, this is infreaquent.

ST. PETER NEWS
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Every Tuesday starting at 8 a.m.
ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

Did you know that Deacon Larry
Zachrich is also available for
Bapfisms and Weddings?
Contact Larry at 419-966-7091.

FAYETTE/SURROUNDING
AREA COMMUNITY EVENTS

---May 15 — Community Dinner —
Methodist Community Center
5-6p.m.

---May 17 — Fayette Opera House
— Mr. Magic — Tom Patton — 7pm

If you know of any Fayette Community
events, please either call or visit the office
or email to
OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Prayer chain-ANYONE wishing to submit
prayer requests can email Anita Van Zile
at vanzilejn@hotmail.com or call Pat Eisel
at 419-737-2163.

Privacy Issues for Parish Office:
IMMEDATE FAMILY - must contact the
parish office for all prayer requests to be
posted in the parish bulletin.  Plecse
submit  with the exact verbiage
requested. Contact Sherry Renner at
the parish office at 419-237-2441, no later
than Thursday at nocn. By law, the
parish office does not divulge private
information we receive from hospitals.
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Saints Of the DaY (_www.mm.'ningofferinacom)
Week of April 28 - May 4

Sunday, Apr. 28- St. Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort - St. Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort (1673 - 1716)
was born in Brittany, France, to a large farming family. As a child he displayed an unusual spiritual maturity and
spent much time in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. At the age of 19 he went on foot to Paris to study theology
at a prestigious school with the support of a benefactor; along the way he gave his possessions to the poor and
made a lifelong vow to live in poverty supported entirely on alms. He was ordained a priest at the age of 27, and at
32 discovered his calling to be an itinerant preacher, receiving the title of “Apostolic Missionary” from the Pope
after his bishop tried to silence him. For the next 17 years he preached missions in countless towns and villages
throughout France with an emphasis on renewal and reform. His fiery devotion, oratory skill, and identification
with the poor led many souls to conversion. He was persecuted by the Jansenists, who, in their spiritual pride,
poisoned him, banished him from preaching in their dioceses, and made an assassination attempt on his life. He
had a profound devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary and taught on the power of the Holy Rosary. He also wrote a
number of classic works on Marian devotion, the most famous being True Devotion to Mary. His feast day is April
28th.

Monday, Apr. 29-St. Catherine of Siena - St. Catherine of Siena (1347-1380) was born in Siena, Italy, the 24th of
25 children born to a wealthy wool dyer and his wife. Catherine began having profound mystical experiences at the
age of six which encouraged her in a life of virtue, extreme penance, and total consecration to God through a
private vow of virginity. She became a Dominican Tertiary at the age of 16 while continuing to live in the home of
her parents. She had regular mystical visits from, and conversations with, Jesus, Mary, and many of the saints.
Catherine had no formal education and was illiterate, yet her theological knowledge acquired through prayer
astounded learned theologians. She was especially devoted to working for the unity and spiritual health of the
Church. Among her most famous accomplishments was that she persuaded the Pope to return to Rome from
Avignon in 1377. She also encouraged him to call for a Crusade to the Holy Land. She was an important political
figure in her day, often entering into negotiations between warring rulers through personal visits and dictated
letters. Her practical wisdom and profound spiritual insight was widely sought both inside and outside the Church.
St. Catherine was a great mystic and was granted the stigmata which was made visible only after her death. She
died in Rome at the age of 33, offering her life to God for the sanctification of the Church, and was proclaimed a
Doctor of the Church in 1970. St. Catherine of Siena is the patron saint of Italy and Europe. Her feast day is April
29th.

Tuesday, Apr. 30- Pope St. Pius V - Pope St. Pius V (1504-1572) was born as Antonio Ghislieri to a poor yet noble
family in Bosco, Italy. He worked as a shepherd until the age of 14, after which he joined the Dominican Order and
was ordained a priest at the age of 24. He taught theology and philosophy, spent long hours in prayer, and fasted
regularly. Due to his great intelligence and reputation for holiness he rose to a number of prominent positions in
the Church, including Inquisitor and Bishop. In 1565 he was elected Pope and took the name Pope Pius V. As
Supreme Pontiff he was a great reformer and worked to implement the decisions of the Council of Trent following
the Protestant revolt. He reformed the clergy, supported the foreign missions, published a catechism, revised the
breviary and missal, and named St. Thomas Aquinas a Doctor of the Church. In his alliance with Venice and Spain,
and with the aid of a rosary crusade among the faithful, he defeated the Ottoman Turks in the famous and decisive
Battle of Lepanto in the Mediterranean sea on October 7, 1571. This miraculous victory saved Europe from being
ruled by the Ottoman Empire. The Holy Father afterwards instituted the feast of Our Lady of Victory (now Our
Lady of the Rosary) in thanksgiving to Our Lady for leading the Christian forces to victory, and to encourage a
greater devotion to the Holy Rosary throughout the universal Church. For this he is known as the "Pope of the
Rosary." His feast day is April 30th.




Wednesday, May 1- St. Joseph the Worker - St. Joseph (ist ¢.) was born in Bethlehem in Judea and later settled
in Nazareth. By Divine command he became the husband of the Virgin Mary and adoptive father to God Incarnate.
We know from Scripture and Tradition that St. Joseph was a virtuous man and a carpenter by trade. It was he who
was entrusted with the great mission to guard, protect, and provide for the temporal needs of God's most precious
gifts, the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Child Jesus, in the role of husband and father within the Holy Family. St.
Joseph's mission continues from heaven as the patron saint of the Catholic Church. He is also the patron of many
causes including fathers, laborers, and families. His feast days are: St. Joseph the Husband of Mary on March 19th,
and St. Joseph the Worker on May 1st. Pope Pius XII instituted the feast of St. Joseph the Worker in

1955 to emphasize the dignity, meaning, and value of human work in the eyes of God, and to give all laborers a
model of virtue as well as a heavenly intercessor and protector.

Thursday, May 2- St. Mark the Evangelist - St. Athanasius (296-373 A.D.) was born in Alexandria, Egypt, to
noble Christian parents. He received an excellent education in theology, philosophy, rhetoric, and law, which he
directed to the service of God. He made great progress in both wisdom and virtue, and made a spiritual retreat in
the Egyptian desert with St. Anthony the Great. St. Athanasius became the Bishop of Alexandria and served in that
role for 46 years. He tirelessly and courageously devoted most of his life to defeating the Arian heresy, which denied
the divinity of Christ. When the majority of his fellow bishops were Arian heretics, which threatened the integrity
of the whole Church, Athansius stood firmly and almost single-handedly against their error using his philosophical
knowledge, theological wisdom, rhetorical skill, and strength of spirit. Despite having the support of several popes,
he suffered great trials, scandals, and persecutions at the hands of his doctrinal enemies, and spent much of his
life in exile. He was a participant in the Council of Nicea in 325 A.D. and did much of the theological work which
supported the condemnation of the Arian heresy and the formulation of the Nicene Creed. St. Athanasius is known
as one of the greatest champions of Catholic doctrine to have ever lived, earning the title, "Father of Orthodoxy."
St. Athanasius was later declared a Doctor of the Church. His feast day is celebrated on May 2nd.

Friday, May 3- St. Cletus and St. Marcellinus - St. James the Lesser (ist c.), also called St. James the Just, was
one of the Twelve Apostles and the cousin of Jesus. Both James and his brother, St. Jude, began to follow Jesus in
the second year of his ministry. St. James the Less was the first of the Twelve Apostles to whom the risen Christ
appeared. After Jesus' ascension into heaven, James was given charge as bishop of the Church in Jerusalem, making
him an important leader of the early Church. He was well-known for his prayer life and holiness. It is described
that his knees and forehead were calloused due to long hours spent prostrate in prayer. His sanctity was such that
he was respected by the Jews and considered by many to be a holy man. James the Less is the author of the New
Testament epistle that bears his name. He was martyred by being thrown from the roof of the Jerusalem temple
and then stoned and beaten to death as he prayed for his murderers. He died in the year 62 A.D. during the reign
of the Roman Emperor Nero. St. James the Less is the patron saint of pharmacists and the dying. His feast day is
May 3rd.

Saturday, May 4 - St. Zita - St. Florian (C. 250-304 A.D.) was a commander in the Roman army in what is
now Austria. He served during the reign of Emperor Diocletian, who violently persecuted Christians. Among
Florian's military duties was the organization of firefighting brigades. St. Florian was secretly a Christian and was
known for miraculously saving a town from being destroyed by fire; after praying to God for help, he extinguished
a raging fire with a single bucket of water. Word reached the Emperor that Florian was not enforcing the ban
against Christianity in his territory. He was put under investigation and was discovered to be a Christian. In one
account, it was for refusing to offer sacrifice to the gods; in another, for refusing to execute a group of Christians.
He was then condemned to be tortured and executed for his Christian faith. Refusing to recant, St. Florian was
then flayed alive, scourged, and martyred by being dumped in the river with a millstone attached to his body. His
body was later recovered, and today his relics are venerated at a church named for him in Krakéw, Poland. St.
Florian is the patron saint of firefighters, chimney-sweeps, brewers, drowning victims, Austria, Poland, and against
floods, fires, and battles. St. Florian's feast day is May 4th.
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commitment to minister fo the physical and spirifual needs of our
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rural families and steward the resources enfrusted fo us. We value the diversity within our Catholic communify and invite

all fo walk with us on our journey of faith.

THIS WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE

Time  Church  Intention

8:00a.m. OLM Giovanni Stella
Dewey & Ivy Kunkle Family
Gina Damman

Date
Sun. April 28

10:30a.m SP

For the People

Tues. April 30 7:00 pm. SP

Wed. May 1 9:00 a.m. SP For the People

Thurs. May 2 9:00a.m. OLM  Joy Short

Fri. May 3 9:00a.m. sp For the People

Sat. May 4 4:30p.m. SP For the People

Sun. May 5 8:30a.m. OLM Joy Short
Dewey & Ivy Kunkle Family
Living & Deceased Sarnac Family

10:30a.m SP Gina Damman

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT
Reported for April 21, 2024

SUNDAY OFFERTORY (10 envelopes) $ 436.00
LOOSE OFFERINGS $ 24200
BUDGET $ 1,747.00
Over / (Under) ($ 1,069.00)
OTHER COLLECTIONS $ 70.00
TOTAL COLLECTIONS (Sunday & Other) $ 748.00
YOUTH GROUP BREAKFAST $ 473.00
MARCH 2024 INCOME/EXPENSE

Income $ 6,824.38
Expenses $ 733114
Net Income (Over/(Under)) ($ 506.76)
2024 YEAR TO DATE (thru end of March)

Income $74,878.77
Expenses $58.463.43
Net Income (Over/(Under)) $16,415.34

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

---Apr. 28— 1 Communion

---Apr. 28 — First Communion Breakfast
celebration after Mass

---May 1-Rel. Ed. - HS & Elem.

---May 1, 8, 15, 22 —Rosary 7 p.m.
---May 5 — May Crowning during Mass
---May 5 — Altar Rosary meeting
---May 5 - 31 — Altar Rosary Jewelry
Display on exhibit in lower level
---May 19 — Baccalaureate Mass
---May 29 — Adoration, Rosary, Healing
7 p.m.

NEXT
WEEK'S
MINISTERS
Mary Bird
Greeters/Gifts Shelly Gruman-
Reader Shelly Gruman
Servers Kennedy Kunkle
Ushers Phil & Tami Baker
Ministers of
the Eucharist Until further notice
Money Phil Baker
Counters Barb Bruggeman
Michelle Miron

Word(s) of the week (from The America
College Dictionary)

PRUNE- to rid or clear of anything superfluous
or undesirable

He takes away every branch in me that does not
bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so
that it bears more fruit. John 15:2




Several months ago my son died in a tragic car accident. Life,
work, family, and even religion seem so meaningless now. How
can [ find my way back?

You have suffered a great loss. When you are able, you can choose to live
in a way that will respect both your son’s memory and your own ongoing
life. Here are a few gentle steps that might help.

* Expect to feel numb at first. This is nature’s way of helping you deal with
your loss. Keep following the normal patterns of your life and, eventu-
ally, meaning will return.

» Allow your friends to help. “Sorrows shared are sorrows lessened.”

 If you are sad, let the tears come! Even Jesus cried at the death of his
friend Lazarus (John 11:32-35). .

* If you are angry, look for a healthy release. Focus the energy of your anger into productive work, even if it's just

doing dishes or yard work.

 Use your experience to help others. While helping others, the Lord often reveals to us the meaning of our own
losses.

« Don't be afraid to seek professional help. A therapist has the expertise to help you talk about your loss and cope
with your grief.

» Pray for yourself, for your son, for all whose lives he touched, for all those who are grieving.

« After you have done everything you can, leave your loss in God’s hands. The Lord will do for you what you cannot

do for yourself.
The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org

April 29 April 30 May 1 May 2 May 3 May 4 May 5

St. Catherine Easter Weekday  Easter Weekday  St. Athanasius, Sts. Philip and Easter Weekday  Sixth Sunday
of Siena, Virgin Acts 14:19-28 Acts 15:1-6 Bishop and lames, Apostles  Acts 16:1-10 of Easter

and Doctor of Jn 14:27-31a Jn15:1-8 Doctor of the 1 Cor 15:1-8 Jn 15:18-21 Acts 10:25-26,
the Church Church In14:6-14 34-35,44-48
Acts 14:5-18 Acts 15:7-21 1Jn 4:7-10

In 14:21-26 In 15:9-11 Jn 15:9-17

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

Jesus needs us, like the vine with the branches.
Perhaps to say this may seem bold to us, and so let us
ask ourselves: in what sense does Jesus need us? He
needs our witness. The fruit that as branches we must

bear, is the witness of our lives as Christians.
REGINA CAELI, ROME, MAY 2, 2021
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