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Fifch Sunday of Lent (B)

c o M M u N ' ‘ v Jeremiah 31:31-34 / Hebrsws 5:7-9 / John 12:20—337
Learning How to Die

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS Unless a grain of wheat falls to

_ the ground and dies, it remains
t has been pointed out that one of the tasks just a grain of wheat; but if it
of life is to learn how to die well, that is, to \ dies, it produces much fruit.
go where we would rather not go, to love T e - JOHN12:24
when we know it will cost, to offer ourselves even ' \ '
when we know we will be used. If we die a bit every
day, sometimes with struggle and sacrifice in those
situations that may call for such, then at our final
moment we will be able to stand before that specter
face to face and not run, simply because we have
met before and have been able to walk away the
victor.
Dying well does not mean we do so without
fear. Courage blossoms when we stand in a field
of fear. Even the Lord Jesus “offered prayers and
supplications with loud cries and tears” to God, as
the Letter to the Hebrews notes. Dying well does
not mean we do so cleanly. Dying is often messy,
and it is always an uprooting that disrupts and
scatters everything nearby.
Nor does dying well mean we do so in control
of the event. That is what is so devastating about
death. It has complete and total control. At its best
and at its worst the only way to die well is to say
“yes” to it every time it demands our submission.
And like the eye of stillness at the center of the
hurricane, it is at the heart of death where we
embrace resurrection and where the holy offers life.
It is where we can have a deep encounter with the
Lord Jesus. ®

Reflect
Can you accept the little deaths
along the way as preparation
for the final passing from this life?
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Catholic Communities

Our Lady of Mercy
409 E. Main St.
Fayette, OH 43521

MASS SCHEDULE

Sunday 830008,
Thursday 9:00 a.m.
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Ron Eisel
Pat Eisel
Ray Hollstein

Mike Burkholder
Traci Maginn
Barbara Roby

Clothing items can be
donated via our drop off
site on the east side of
the building. Our store is
open on Thursdays from
10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Contact Rhonda
Monahan at
; 517-306-7986 for

o information.

Parish Pastor

Rev. William Pifher
419-446-9288

OLM PARISH OFFICE
P.O. Box 429
Fayette, OH 43521

Phone: 419-237-2441

Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday

PARISH STAFF

Secretary: Sherry Renner
OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Bookkeeper

Tami Baker
OLOMBookkeeper@olom?2441.onmicrosoft.com

Youth Leader/CRE
Anita Van Zile

OLOMCre-youth@olom?2441.onmircrosoft.com

Website (bulletin online)
stpeterarchbold.com/our-lady-of-mercy

SACRAMENT INFORMATION

St. Peter
614 N. Defiance St.
Archbold, OH 43502

MASS SCHEDULE
Ist Saturday of month 8:30 a.m.

Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 2:00 a.m.
Friday 2:00 a.m.

Parish Secretary
Kim Garrow 419-446-2150
email-stpefer@rtecexpress.net
Religious Ed
Deb Herring
Parish Council President
Stephen Bernath

e Baptism: Please call Father Pifher at 419-446-9288 to make arrangements for Baptism. A month's notice would be helpful.

e Reconciliation: Father will be available for confessions starting 30 minutes before Mass each week.

e New Parishioners: A warm welcome as you enter our Parish Community! You are asked to register at the parish office or
see the pastor as soon as possible. If you are moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may remove your

name from our parish records.

* Anointing of the Sick: Those who can participate: Anyone who is seriously sick or suffering a grave iliness (not a cold, or flu)
which is freated or medicated for by a doctor. Also for those of old age which often brings morale or depression factors
(body, mind, or spirit]. Please make arrangements with Father or call the parish office.

e Matrimony: Please contact the Parish Office six months ahead of your planned wedding date, for Marriage Preparation
and scheduling.

e RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a series of classes designed to bring new members info the Catholic
church, Weekly sessions begin in September. People who have not been baptized, who have not been practicing or who
have been raised in another faith are all welcome to register. Parishioners are encouraged to invite interested family
members and friends. There is no obligation to join the church. This is simply an opportunity to learn more about the
Catholic faith. Contact Fr. William Pifher at 419-444-9288.

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Please note that the bulletin deadline is Tuesday, Noon. Please either call, email at OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com or
put in the collection basket any announcement for the following week's bulletin




SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 2024

5th Sunday of Lent

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY’S AT 8 A.M..

YOUTH BREAKFAST
Please join us today after Mass for Breakfast in the church basement. Donations for the Youth Breakfast will
offset the expenses of their Catholic Heart Workcamp in June.

ADULT LENTEN STUDY
The 39 and last Adult Lenten Study on Biship Robert Baron’s program “The Mass” is today, Sunday, March
17, 2024, after Mass in the basement.

WALK FOR LIFE
The Good Friday Walk for Life will be on Friday, March 29, 2024, starting at Noon and will end
approximately 2:15 p.m. at Our Lady of Mercy, see flyer in bulletin for more information.

ST. PATRICKS DAY (FUN FACTS from HISTORY.COM)

1. Since around the ninth or 10th century, people in Ireland have been observing the Roman Catholic feast
day of St. Patrick on March 17.

2. The first St. Patrick’s Day parade took place not in Ireland but in America. Records show that a St. Patrick’s
Day parade was held on March 17, 1601 in a Spanish colony in what is now St. Augustine, Florida. The parade,
and a St. Patrick’s Day celebration a year earlier were organized by the Spanish Colony's Irish vicar Ricardo
Artur.

3. Over the next 35 years, Irish patriotism among American immigrants flourished, prompting the rise of so-
called “Irish Aid” societies like the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick and the Hibernian Society. Each group
would hold annual parades featuring bagpipes (which actually first became popular in the Scottish and
British armies) and drums. In 1848, several New York Irish Aid societies decided to unite their parades to
form one official New York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Today, that parade is the world’s oldest civilian
parade and the largest in the United States, with over 150,000 participants. Each year, nearly 3 million
people line the 1.5-mile parade route to watch the procession, which takes more than five hours.

4., As Irish immigrants spread out over the United States, other cities developed their own traditions. One of
these is Chicago’s annual dyeing of the Chicago River green. The practice started in 1962, when city
pollution-control workers used dyes to trace illegal sewage discharges and realized that the green dye
might provide a unique way to celebrate the holiday. That year, they released 100 pounds of green
vegetable dye into the river—enough to keep it green for a week. Today, in order to minimize environmental
damage, only 40 pounds of dye are used, and the river turns green for only several hours.

Read more on St. Patrick himself in the Saints of the Day bulletin insert.

PREVIOUS WEEKS BULLETINS
For your convenience, the previous weeks bulletin will be on the back table.

THE WISDOM OF THE SAINTS - Infroduction by Matthew Kelly
"To convert somebody go and take them by the hand and guide them.” - §t. Thomas Aquinas

Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska -~ Notebook 1

102 After some time, one of the sisters came to the cell and found me almost dead. She was frightened
and went to find the Directress of Novices who, in the name of the holy obedience ordered me to get up
from the ground. My strength returned immediately and | got up trembling. The Directress recognized
immediately the state of my soul and spoke to me about the inscrutable merc of God, saying, “Do not be
distressed about anything, Sister. | command this of you in virtue of obedience.” Then she said to me, “|
see now, Sister, that God is calling you to a high degree of holiness; the Lord wants to draw you very close
to Himself since He has allowed these things to happen to you so soon. Be faithful to God, Sister, because
this is a sign that He wants you to have a high place in heaven.” However, | did not understand anything of
these words. (49) When | went into the chapel, | felt as though my soul had been set free from everything,
as thought | had just come forth from the hand of God. | perceived the inviolability of my soul; | felt that |
was a tiny child.

ST. PETER NEWS

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Every Tuesday starting at 8 a.m.
ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

HOLY WEEK

Holy Thursday — 3/28/2024 8p.m.
Good Friday — 3/29/2024

1245 pm

Easter Vigil - 3/30/2024 8:30 p.m.
Easter —3/31/2024 10:30 a.m.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Tuesday during Lent at 6:30
p.m.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

FISH FRY-DAYS

January 12, 2024 — March 29,
2024

“LIVE A LIFE OF NO REGRETS"
Robert Rogers — Thursday, April
25, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. — see flyer
on bulletin for more information

Did you know that Deacon Larry
Zachrich is also available for
Baptisms and Weddings?
Contact Larry at 419-966-7091.

FAYETTE/SURROUNDING AREA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

---March 20 — Community Dinner 5-6 pm
Fayette Methodist Community Center
---March 23 — Fayette Opera House
7pm — BLISS 80’s — 90's music

---April 16 — CPC Women's Health
Spring Benefit - register at
cpenwo.org/events/benefit (more info on
OLOM bulleting)

If you know of any Fayette Community
events, please either call or visit the office or
email to
OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

103 Suddenly | saw the Lord interiorly, and He said to me, Fear not, My daughter; | am with you. In that single moment, all the darkness and torments

vanished, my senses were inundated with unspeakable joy, [and] the faculties of my soul filled with light.

Prayer chain-ANYONE wishing to submit prayer requests can email Anita Van Zile at vanzilejn@hotmail.com or call Pat Eisel at 419-

737-2163.

Privacy Issues for Parish Office: IMMEDATE FAMILY — must contact the parish office for all prayer requests to be posted in

the parish bulletin. Please submit with the exact verbiage requested. Contact Sherry Renner at the parish office at 419-237-2441, no
later than Thursday at noon. By law, the parish office does not divulge private information we receive from hospitails.




f Fayette Community

~ Walk for Life 2024

271%7%:[ ' ”

Good Friday - Marc,,h 29th
12:00 p.m.

\ BEGIN at Ben & Abby Kunkle’'s Home
23954 Co. Rd. T, Fayette, OH (at Co. Rd. 24)

I WALK or DRIVE with us! 3.8 miles
East on Co. Rd. T ~ South on Co. Rd. 23 ~ West on Co. Rd. S
~ South on N. Fayette St.

409 E. Main St., Fayette (Approximately 2:15)

' END at Our Lady of Mercy Church Parking Lot

| = We walk as a sign of our respect for life and
to celebrate the life God has given each of us.

Participants that drive will help keep our
procession safe!

Dress for the weather and join us in fellowship
as we take our turns carrying a cross during
this memorable experience.

May we walke L
His footsteps . . .
l To meet Him

= For more information, please contact
face to face Angie Beauregard (419)450-5276
angbeauregard@hotmail.com




A Pastoral Exhortation on the Sacrament
of Penance and Reconciliation

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

“Peace be with you!” With these words, the Risen Lord
greeted his frightened Apostles in the Upper Room on
the day of his Resurrection. They were troubled, anxious,
and fearful—much like each one of us at some point in
our lives. Christ repeated the words, “Peace be with you.”
But then he added, “Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins
you forgive are forgiven them” (Jn 20:19-23).

‘What an extraordinary gift! The Risen Lord was
proclaiming that all the suffering he had just endured
was in order to make available the gifts of salvation
and forgiveness. He wanted the Apostles to receive
these gifts. He wanted them to become apostles of this
forgiveness to others.

In the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, also
called confession, we meet the Lord, who wants to grant
forgiveness and the grace to live a renewed life in him. In
this sacrament, he prepares us to receive him free from
serious sin, with a lively faith, earnest hope, and sacri-
ficial love in the Eucharist. The Church sees confession
as so important that she requires that every Catholic go
at least once a year.! The Church also encourages fre-
quent confession in order to grow closer to Christ Jesus
and his Body, the Church. By the grace of the Holy Spirit,
we seek forgiveness and repentance, let go of patterns

of sin, grow in the life of virtue,
and witness to a joyful conver-

FAITH sion. Since the graces of the sac-
WORSH]|P fement are so similar to the pur-
S pose of the New Evangelization,
WITNESS  Pope Benedict XVI has said, “The
New BEvangelization . . . begins in

'R % the confessional!*?
B We bishops and priests are
i ' eager to help you if you experience
e - difficulty, hesitation, or uncer-
o 4 tainty about approaching the Lord
o in this sacrament. If you have not
JOURNEY received this healing sacrament

WITH CHRIST in a long time, we are.ready to

| Hesaid toihim, My son youare here with:me
always; evetything | havelis yolirss Bit now: wemust
celebrate anditejoice;Because yolr brother was
dead andihas cometollifeagain:he'Was lost and
has'been found- (1l 5:31/-32)

welcome you. We, whom Christ has ordained to min-
ister this forgiveness in his name, are also approach-
ing this sacrament, as both penitents and ministers,
throughout our lives and at this special moment of
grace during Lent. We want to offer ourselves to you
as forgiven sinners seeking to serve in the Lord’s name.

During Lent—in addition to the various peniten-
tial services during which individual confession takes
place—we bishops and priests will be making ourselves
available often for the individual celebration of this
sacrament. We pray that through the work of the Holy
Spirit, all Catholics—clergy and laity—will respond to
the call of the New Evangelization to encounter Christ
in the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. Come
to the Lord and experience the extraordinary grace of
his forgiveness!

1 Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 1457-1458.

2 Pope Benedict X VI, Address to the Annual Course on the Internal Forum
Organized by the Apostolic Penitentiary, wivw.vatican.valboly_father/ben-
edict_xvilspeeches/2012/marchidocuments/bf_ben-xvi_spe_20120309_
penitenzieria-apostolica_en.btml.




How to

May the Passion of Qur Lord Jesus Christ,
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of all
the saints,
whatever good you do and suffering you endure,
heal your sins,
help you grow in holiness,
and reward you with eternal life.
Go in peace.
—Rite of Penance, no. 93

B

| PREPARATION: Before going to confession, take
some time to prepare. Begin with prayer, and
reflect on your life since your last confession. How
have you—in your thoughts, words, and actions—
neglected to live Christ’s commands to “love the
Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind,” and to “love your
neighbor as yourself” (Mt 22:37, 39)? As a help
with this “examination of conscience,” you might
review the Ten Commandments or the Beatitudes
(Ex 20:2-17; Dt 5:6-21; Mt 5:3-10; or Lk 6:20-26).

GREETING: The priest will welcome you; he may
say a short blessing or read a Scripture passage.

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS: Together, you and the
priest will make the Sign of the Cross. You may then
begin your confession with these or similar words:
“Bless me, Father, for I have sinned. It has been [give
days, months, or years] since my last confession.”

41| CONFESSION: Confess all your sins to the priest.
If you are unsure what to say, ask the priest for
help. When you are finished, conclude with these or
similar words: “T am sorry for these and all my sins.”

)| PENANCE: The priest will propose an act of pen-

ance. The penance might be prayer, a work of mercy, |

or an act of charity. He might also counsel you on

how to better live a Christian life.

5] ACT OF CONTRITION: After the priest has con-

—

|

%

e

i £ it has been a while since your last confession,

ferred your penance, pray an Act of Contrition,
expressing sorrow for your sins and resolving to sin
no more. A suggested Act of Contrition is:

My God,
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong
and failing to do good,
I have sinned against you
whom I should love above all things.
I firmly intend, with your help,
to do penance,
to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.
Qur Savior Jesus Christ
suffered and died for us.
In his name, my God, have mercy.
(Rite of Penance, no. 45)

7l ABSOLUTION: The priest will extend his hands over

your head and pronounce the words of absolution.
You respond, “Amen.”

PRAISE: The priest will usually praise the mercy of
God and will invite you to do the same. For example,
the priest may say, “Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good.” And your response would be, “His mercy
endures for ever” (Rite of Penance, no. 47).

DISMISSAL: The priest will conclude the sacrament,
often saying, “Go in peace.”

H remember, “Do not fear” (Is 41:10). The priest
will help guide you. And feel free to take this how-
to guide with you! (For more information, visit
www.uscch.orglconfession.)

Copyright © 2013, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington,
DC. Scripture excerpts taken from the New American Bible, rev. ed. © 2010,
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washingron, DC.
All rights reserved., Excerpts from che English translation of Rile of Penance
© 1974, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights
reserved. This text may be reproduced in whole or in part without alteration
for nonprofit educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and include this
notice. Image front: Design Pics Inc.

To arder, visit our website at wwneuscebpublishing.org or call us at 800-235-8722.
Para ordenar recursos en espaiiol, llame al 800-235-8722 y presione 4 para hablar
con un representante del servicio al cliente en espaiol.
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Saints of the Day (www.morningoffering.com)
Week of March 17- March 23

Sunday, Mar. 17- St. Patrick - St. Patrick (387-493) was born in Kilpatrick, Scotland, to Roman-British parents. He was
kidnapped by Irish raiders at the age of sixteen and sold as a slave to a Druid high priest. He worked as a shepherd and
spent much time in prayer as he labored in the fields. He also acquired a perfect knowledge of the Celtic language and the
Druid cult, which later enabled him to evangelize the Celtic people. After six years of slavery, an angel told him to flee his
oppressive master and return to his native land. Upon returning to Britain, Patrick desired to devote himself to God's
service. He went to France and placed himself under the direction of St. Germain, who ordained him a priest and sent him
to evangelize the pagans in Ireland. St. Patrick devoted the rest of his life to converting the island to Christianity. He was
ordained a bishop and himself ordained many priests. He divided the country into dioceses, held local Church councils,
founded monasteries, and urged the people to greater holiness. He suffered much opposition from the Druids and occult
magicians, who, threatened by Christianity, conjured demonic power to defy Patrick. However, the prayer, faith,
fearlessness, and episcopal authority of Patrick triumphed, and he was so successful in his endeavor that in the Middle
Ages Ireland became known as the Land of Saints, and himself the "Apostle of Ireland." Later, the missionaries sent from
Ireland to Europe were largely responsible for the Christianizing of the continent. St. Patrick's feast day is March 17th.

Monday, Mar. 18 -St. Cyril of Jerusalem - St. Cyril of Jerusalem (315-386 A.D.) was a well-educated man from Jerusalem
and a scholar of Sacred Scripture. He was ordained a priest by the bishop of Jerusalem shortly after the legalization of
Christianity in the Roman Empire. He was given the task of catechizing new Christians leading up to and immediately
following their baptism. Later he himself became bishop of Jerusalem, and soon after his ordination a miraculous
apparition of a cross appeared in the sky, visible to the whole city. Because St. Cyril defended Christ's full humanity and
divinity against the Arian heresy, he was exiled from his bishopric three times in twenty years due to misunderstandings,
intrigue, and politics. Saint Cyril of Jerusalem is one of the early Church Fathers and one of the most important sources
for how the early Church celebrated the liturgy and sacraments during the first few decades after Christianity was legalized.
For St. Cyril's work in catechesis he was named a Doctor of the Church by Pope Leo XIII in 1883. His feast day is March
18th.

Tuesday, Mar. 19 - St. Joseph - St. Joseph (ist c.) was a descendant of Israel’s King David and a carpenter by trade.
Scripture tells us that he was a just and virtuous man who was betrothed to wed the young Blessed Virgin Mary. Upon
finding her pregnant with the Son of God, Joseph, after a time of uncertainty, was encouraged by an angel to continue
with the marriage plans. Because of his complete faithfulness and obedience to the will of God, St. Joseph was chosen to
become the spouse of the Mother of God and the adoptive father of Jesus Christ. As the divinely-appointed earthly
guardian and protector of the Holy Family, St. Joseph provided and cared for the material needs of Mary and the Child
Jesus. St. Joseph is the patron saint of many causes, especially fathers, families, married couples, children, pregnant women,
workers, craftsmen, against doubt, the dying, and a happy and holy death. He is also the guardian and protector of the
Universal Church. He has two feast days: St. Joseph the Husband of Mary on March 19th, and St. Joseph the Worker on
May 1st. However, when St. Joseph'’s feast day on March 1gth falls on a Sunday it is moved to the Monday and celebrated
on March 2oth.

Wednesday, Mar. 20 - St. Cuthbert of Lindisfarne - St. Cuthbert of Lindisfarne (634-687 A.D.) was born in present-
day Scotland to a lowly family, and worked as a shepherd near the Melrose Abbey monastery. A child playmate prophesied
that he would one day become a bishop. And one day, while tending to his sheep, St. Cuthbert saw in a vision the soul of
St. Aidan, the Bishop of Lindisfarne, carried to heaven by angels. This mystical experience inspired in him a desire to
become a monk. After spending time as a soldier defending his home region of Northumbria against attack, he arrived on
horseback, armed with a spear, seeking entrance at the monastery. He was received and became a monk in the Celtic
Christian tradition. He grew in holiness and learning, and after serving as prior he withdrew from the community into the
lifestyle of a solitary hermit. After several years of a quiet life of prayer and penance, he was persuaded to return to active
life as the Bishop of Lindisfarne. A year later he became sick and died. Miracles were reported at his grave; in fact, so
numerous were the reported miracles that Cuthbert was called the "Wonder-worker of England.” Throughout the Middle
Ages the shrine of Cuthbert remained one of the most popular places of pilgrimage in northern England. His feast day is
March z2oth.




Thursday, Mar. 21— St. Nicholas of Flue - St. Nicholas of Flue (1417-1487) was born in Switzerland, a devout child of
pious parents. At the age of 21 he joined the army and fought in local battles. In his mid-twenties, at the advice of his
parents, he married a similarly pious woman and had five sons and five daughters. He served the public by holding various
civil offices, and was esteemed by all for his moral integrity. After 25 years of marriage, upon discerning a special call from
God, and with the consent of his wife, he went to live in a nearby valley as a hermit. He built a dwelling out of branches
and left it only for daily Mass. He wore a tunic and kept his head and feet bare, spending his days in prayer and penance
on behalf of the local people. With permission from the parish priest he abstained totally from food and drink, without
any negative effect on his health, which was confirmed by the Church as a miracle. He lived in this manner for 20 years
and became known as a visionary and a prophet. Distinguished persons from all over Europe came to him for counsel. The
civil authorities built him a cell and chapel and assigned him a chaplain. The saint intervened as an arbiter when a civil
war was imminent, resulting in the enduring union of the French and German-speaking parts of Switzerland. His
hermitage became a place of pilgrimage after his death. St. Nicholas of Flue is the patron saint of Switzerland. His feast
day is March 2ist.

Friday, Mar. 22— St. Nicholas Owen - St. Nicholas Owen (d.1606) was born in England, the son of an Oxford carpenter.
He became a carpenter himself, and joined the Jesuits as a lay brother during the era when Catholicism was outlawed in
England. After serving jail time for defending the martyred St. Edmund Campion, Nicholas began working for and traveling
with the Jesuits, staying in Catholic houses where he made repairs during the day and secretly constructed well-disguised
'priest-holes’, or hiding places for hunted priests, during the night. He was so skilled at his craft that his priest holes saved
hundreds of lives over his 20 years of work. While on a trip to London with a Jesuit priest they were betrayed by a household
servant, captured, and tortured. After Nicholas' release he masterminded the priest's escape from the Tower of London.
Years later, after the Gunpowder Plot of 1605, Nicholas was again a wanted man. He hid along with a priest in one of his
priest holes, and although 100 men searched for them diligently, they were not discovered. After eight days of hiding
without food, Nicholas left the hole disguised as a priest in order to protect the real priest who was still concealed. He was
captured and tortured on the rack in the Tower of London. Day after day he refused to give up any information about the
underground Catholic Church in England. He died a martyr after his entrails burst open. St. Nicholas Owen is one of the
40 Martyrs of England and Wales. Father John Gerard wrote of him: “I verily think no man can be said to have done more
good of all those who laboured in the English vineyard. He was the immediate occasion of saving the lives of many
hundreds of persons, both ecclesiastical and secular.” His feast day is March 22",

Saturday, Mar. 23 - St. Rafqa / Rafka - St. Rafga / Rafka (Arabic for Rebecca) (1832-1914) was born in Himlaya, a Maronite
village in the Lebanese mountains. She was an only child, and her mother died when she was seven. After her father's
remarriage there was much family discord as to whom Rafga should marry. Not wanting to wed any of the men in question,
she turned to God and entered religious life at the age of 21. She had a great devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary which
she learned from her mother. She studied and served as a teacher for many years, but, after witnessing and surviving a
massacre of Christians, she decided at the age of 39 to become a cloistered contemplative nun living under a strict rule in
a monastery. Here, Rafqa prayed earnestly that she might share in the sufferings of Christ. Her prayers were heard almost
immediately. She became blind and paralyzed, and over the course of 30 years she struggled with deteriorating health and
incredible pain. All of her sufferings she united to the sufferings of Christ without complaint. Under obedience to her
superior she worked on an autobiography near the end of her life. She died at the age of 82, and her grave is credited with
many miracles. St. Rafga is a Catholic Maronite saint canonized by Pope St. John Paul II in 2001. She is the patron of sick
people, bodily ills, and loss parents. Her feast day is March 23",




Our Lady of Mercy Parish

MARCH 17, 2024

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commitment to minister to the physical and spiritual needs of our rural
families and sfeward the resources enfrusted to us. We value the diversily within our Catholic community and invite all to
walk with us on our journey of faith.

THIS WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE

Date TIHIE Cburcb Intention UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS
Sun. Mar. 17 8:00a.m. OLM  Muriel Pennington
---Mar. 17 — Youth Breakfast after Mass
10:30a.m. spP Gina Damman, Marysusan Vinskey -—-Mar. 20 —Rel. Ed 6:45 pm Elern. & HS
Tues. Mar. 19 7:00 p.m. SP For the People -—-Mar. 20 - Peﬁance Service 7:00 p.m.
---Mar. 25 — Office Open
Wed. Mar. 20 6:45a.m. 5P ﬁosary ---Mar. 26 — Office will be Closed
Teltlem. ass —-Mar. 28 — Holy Thursday — 6:00 p.m.
Thurs. Mar. 21 9:00am.  OLM For the People ---Mar. 29 — Good Friday Walk for Life
Fri. Mar. 22 9:00 SP For the Peopl Noon
o R e e ---Mar. 29 — Good Friday — 3:00 p.m.
Sat. Mar. 23 8:00a.m. SP NO MASS
4:30p.m. SP Dick Roth, Daryl Graber
Sun. Mar. 24 8:30a.m. OLM  Ron Lichtenwald
Muriel Pennington
10:30a.m. SP For the People NEXT March 24, 2024
WEEK’'S Palm Sunday

MINISTERS

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT

Reported for March 10, 2024 Greeters/Gifts Jerry & Anita Van Zile
SUNDAY OFFERTORY (9 envelopes) $ 891.00
LOOSE OFFERINGS 3 42.00 Reader Mary Bird

Anita Van Zile
BUDGET $ 1,747.00
Over/(Under) (3 814.00) Servers Evan Beauregard

Kennedy Kunkle

OTHER COLLECTIONS

Maintenance $  100.00 Ushers Jerry & Anita Van Zile
Catholic Relief Services 3 50.00 P

Ministers of
Easter Flowers $ 50.00 ; ; .
CHWC Trip Fees $ 1.090.00 the Eucharist Until further notice
CPC Jar 3 19.00 Money Barb Bruggeman
Votive Candles 3 17.00 Counters Jerry Van Zile
TOTAL COLLECTIONS (Sunday & Other) $ 2,259.00

WOI‘d(S) of the week (from The America College Dictionary)

DIES - to cease to live; suffer death Amen, Amen, I say to you, unless a grain of
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains
just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces
much fruit. John 12:24




Dear Padre,

What is the difference between temptation and sin?

The temptations of Jesus, as they are recorded in the Gospels (Mark 1:12,
Luke 4.1, and Matthew 4:1), give us the proper direction with regard to
sin and temptation. Jesus was tempted three times, but he did not sin.
More than that, Jesus put his trust in God during the temptations. Jesus’
message is clear: if you feel tempted, call out to God!

The Church teaches that sin is a deliberative process. Temptation
is something that happens to you without your consent: a thought or
desire pops into your mind. For temptation to become a sin, you have to
entertain that thought or desire, or plan to act on it, or do it. That’s when temptation “turns a corner” and
becomes sin.

Although the sacrament of penance is available throughout the year, the Church places a special
emphasis on it during Lent. There may be a communal penance service in your area. Perhaps you can
commit now to participating in the service. If it’s been a while since you've been to confession or you're not
sure what to do or say, just tell the priest. He will show you. @

The Redemptorlsts / DearPadre.org

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

March 18 March 19 March 20 March 21 March 22 March 23 March 24
Lenten Weekday  St. Joseph, Lenten Weekday  Lenten Weekday  Lenten Weekday Lenten Weekday  Palm Sunday of
Dn 13:1-9,15-  Spouse of the Dn 3:14-20, Gn 17:3-9 Jer 20:10-13 Ez 37:21-28 the Passion of
17,19-30, 33- Blessed Virgin 91-92, 95 In 8:51-59 In 10:31-42 In 11:45-56 the Lord
62 or 13:41c-62 Mary In 8:31-42 Mk 11:1-10 or
In 8:1-11 2 Sm 7:4-5a, Jn12:12-16
12-14a, 16 Is 50:4-7
Rom 4:13, Phil 2:6-11
16-18, 22 Know Someone Overly Anxious About Sin? Mk 14:1-15:47
Mt 1:16, 18-21, Since 1964, the Redemptorists’ Scrupulous Anonymous free monthly newsletter or 15:1-39
243 or has ministered compassionately to those struggling with scrupulosity. To

subscribe, visit ScrupulousAnonymous.org.

s

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

We are called to take on the paschal law of losing Iife t'n order to

It means to think less about oneself; about personal interests and to
know how to “see” and to meet the needs of our neighbors, especially

the least of them.
ANGELUS, ROME, MARCH 18, 2018
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