January 7, 2024

Isaiah 60:1-6 / Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 / Matthew 2:1-12

The Seekers

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

live at a parish in downtown Milwaukee. From my window | watch the world pass by, everyone below in

search of one thing or another. Students from the local university seek an education, business folk look for a

sale, street people often look for a place to spend the night, teenagers hope to find love. Yet beneath all of
those longings, in each one there is a deeper hunger that wonders what life is all about and the hope that they might
find it. Hidden amidst it all, the real hunger is for God, a longing sewn into our being, sometimes recognized but too
often not.

The story of the Magi is a story of seekers making their way from afar in hopes of finding the promised one, a
newborn king. Perhaps they knew of this child’s divine nature, more likely not, yet it was ultimately that same hunger
that exists in all of us that drove them, a deep desire to know God.

Every serious religion seeks to experience God in life and tells the stories of those who have done so. There are
Christian mystics like St. John of the Cross and St. Teresa of Avila, Jewish mystics of the Kabbalah tradition, the Sufis of
Islam, Native Americans who go on vision quests, the Hindus who practice yoga, as well as the Buddhists and Taoists
and Confucians. Like the Magi, we all seek to find God. ®

Arise! Shine, for your light has come,
the glory of the LORD has dawned upon you
ISAIAH 60:1

Does it make sense to you to say that your deepest hunger is for God?
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Catholic Communities

Our Lady of Mercy
409 E. Main St.
Fayette, OH 43521

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Thursday 900 @

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Ron Eisel
Pat Eisel
Ray Hollstein
Mike Burkholder
Traci Maginn
Barbara Roby

Clothing items can be
donated via our drop off
site on the east side of
the building. Our store is
open on Thursdays from
10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Contact Rhonda
Monahan at
517-306-7986 for
information.

« Baptism: Please call Father Pifher at 4
e Reconciliation: Father will be available for con
o New Parishioners: A warm welcome as you entfer our Pari

Parish Pastor
Rev. William Pifher
419-446-9288

OLM PARISH OFFICE
P.O. Box 429
Fayette, OH 43521

Phone: 419-237-2441

Hours: 9 a.m. fo 3 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday

PARISH STAFF

Secretary: Sherry Renner
OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Bookkeeper
Tami Baker

OLOMBoOkkeeper@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Youth Leader/CRE

Anita Van Zile
OLOMCre-youth@olom2441.cnmircrosoft.com

Website (bulletin online)

stpeterarchbold.com/our-lady-of-mercy

SACRAMENT INFORMATION

St. Peter
614 N, Defiance St.
Archbold, OH 43502

MASS SCHEDULE
15! Saturday of month 8:30 a.m.

Safurday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 2:00 a.m.
Friday 2:00 a.m.

Parish Secretary
Kim Garrow 419-446-2150
email-stpeter@rtecexpress.net
Religious Ed
Deb Herring
Parish Council President
Stephen Bernath

19-446-9288 to make arangements for Baptism. A month’s notice would be helpful.
fessions starfing 30 minutes before Mass each week.
sh Community! You are asked to register af the parish office or

see the pastor as soon as possicle. [f you are moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may remove your

name from our parish records.

¢ Anointing of the Sick: Those who can participate: Anyo

which is freated or medicated for by a doctor. Also for those of old age which

(body, mind, or spirit]. Please make arrangements with Father or call the par
« Matrimony: Please contact the Parish Office six months ahead of your plann

and scheduling.

ne who is seriously sick or suffering a grave illness (no”o cold, or flu)

offen brings morale or depression factors

ish office.
ed wedding date, for Marriage Preparation

« RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Aduls is a series of classes designed to bring new members info the Catholic
church. Weekly sessions begin in September. People who have not been baptized, who have not been practicing or who
have been rdised in another faith are all welcome to register. Parishioners are encouraged fo invite interested family
members and friends. There is no obligation to join the church. This is simply an oppertunity fo learn more about the
Catholic faith. Contact Fr. William Pifher at 419-446-9288.

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Please note that the bulletin deadline is Tuesday, Noon. Please either call, email at OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com or
put in the collection basket any announcement for the following week's bullefin



SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2024
The Epiphany of the Lord

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY'S AT 8 A.M. ST. PETER NEWS

BFF’S (Breakfast, Friends & Fellowship)
BFF today after Mass. Come enjoy scrambled eggs, other yummy food, friends, and fellowship. EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Every Tuesday starting at 8 a.m.

ALTAR ROSARY SOCIETY : :
3 ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

There will be a meeting after Mass today.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

THANK YOU

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, gifts, and greetings this Christmas season. Blessings to you now and in FISH FRY-DAYS

the New Year. Deacon Larry January 12, 2024 - March 29,
2024

SAVE THE DATE
Our Lady of Mercy’s Af]tar Rosary Society invites all parishioners over the age of 21 for an Adult Night Outon | pig you know that Deacon Larry
January 27, 2024, starting at 6:30 p.m. More informaticn will be coming. Zachrich is also available for

Baptisms and Weddings?

PREVIOUS WEEKS BULLETINS
Contact Larry at 419-966-7091.

For your convenience, the previous weeks bulletin will be on the back table.

THE WISDOM OF THE SAINTS - Introduction by Matithew Kelly
“"Mercy if the greatest attribute of God.” - §t. Faustina

FAYETTE/SURROUNDING AREA
Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska — Notebook 1 COMMUNITY EVENTS

Warsaw, August 1, 1925 ---Jan. 11 — Bean Creek Coffee House

) » ) . ) 7 p.m. — Fayette Opera House — Free &
(7) From the age of seven, | experienced the definite call of God, the grace of a vocation to the religious life. open to the public

It was in the seventh year of my life that, for the first time, | heard God's voice in my soul; that is, an

invitation to a more perfect life. | came across no one who would have explained these things to me. —-Jan. 17 — Community Meal Fayette

(8) The eighteenth year of my life. An earnest appeal to my parents for permission to enter the convent. Methodist Life Center 5 — 6 pm

My parents flat refusal. After this refusal, | turned myself over to the vain things of life, paying no attention

to the call of grace, although my soul found no satisfaction in any of these things. The incessant call of -—-Jan. 27 — Lee Warren & Friends

grace caused me great anguish; | tried, however, to stifle it with amusements. Interiorly, | shunned God, 7 p.m. — Fayette Opera House - $15

turning with all my heart to creatures. However, God's grace won out in my soul. General Admission, $12 Seniors, $10
Students

If you know of any Fayette Community
events, please either call or visit the office or
email to
OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Q7
CAen
still seck

i

Prayer chain-ANYONE wishing to submit prayer requests can email Anita Van Zile at vanzilein@hotmail.com or call Pat Eisel at 419-
737-2163. Privacy Issues for Parish Office: IMMEDATE FAMILY — must contact the parish office for all prayer requests to be posted in
the parish bulletin. Please submit with the exact verbiage requested. Contact Sherry Renner at the parish office at 419-237-2441, no
later than Thursday at noon. By law, the parish office does not divulge private information we receive from hospitals.




= Diocese
«Toledo

DIOCESE OF TOLEDO NEWS

ACA in progress — information and envelopes are on the table in the back.
Our Lady of Mercy is at 100.66%.

HELP WANTED
The Diocese has openings for employment. Check out the list af foledodiocese.org/careers

DIOCESE OF TOLEDO CALENDAR
For additional happenings in the Diocese of Toledo please visit foledodiocese.org/calendar

Faith and Family Day with the Toledo Walleye
Sunday | February 4 | 2024

Doors Open: 4:.00 PM | Puck Drops: 5:15 PM

This event is open to the Youth and Families and the Office of Accessibility Families in the Diocese of Toledo. Come
gather with us at the Huntington Center and share your faith on this special day!

On Sunday, February 4 there will be a pregame Q&A session led by Toledo Walleye players and coaches. Fans will
have the opportunity to hear from keynote speaker and former Mdjor League pitcher, Ron Rightnower, as well as
select Walleye players about their experiences with their faith throughout their careers

$15.00 discounted admission fickets are available through the link below. Each ficket purchased receives $5.00
Walleye money fo use toward any concession or fan wear in the Swamp Shop.

Tickets are limited fo the first 100 people, so please do not delay. Ticket orders close on December 31st, So order your
tickets today! This is a Diocese of Toledo event by invitation only. This diocesan event is not open to the public. We
hope to see you and your family there!

Please email lpriest@toledodiocese.org or ajacobs@ioledodiccese.org with any questions.

LINK to Purchase Tickets
https://fevo.me/dioceseoftoledo

The Diocese of Toledo Invites You to the National Eucharistic Congress in July 2024
"l am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that | will
give is my flesh for the life of the world." - John 6:51

As part of the National Eucharistic Revival, Bishop Daniel E. Thomas invites you to join him to withess what God has in
store for his Church in the U.S. through the National Eucharistic Congress in July 20241 The Diocese of Toledo is forming @
delegation to represent our local Church in this historic event at the Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianagalis, IN, where 80,000
Cathclics are expected to gather to deepen our understanding of, love for, and living out the great mystery of 1
Eucharist. The Diocese of Toledo has reserved a limited number of fickets for this pilgrimage to the National Eucharistic
Congress. Tickets are on a first-come, first-serve basis. Learn more and register: https://tfoledodiocese.org/congress or
see flyer on bullefin board.




Saints of the Day (www.morningoffering.com)
Week of January 7 - January 13

Sunday, Jan. 7- St. Raymond of Penafort - St. Raymond of Penafort (1175-1275) was born in Spain to the noble family
of Aragon. As a child he received an excellent education and displayed a great love for the Blessed Mother. After studying
and teaching philosophy and law he entered the Order of Preachers. He preached the Crusades and encouraged the faithful
to defend their civilization from foreign threats. To aid his preaching, Raymond requested that his fellow Dominican, St.
Thomas Aquinas, write his epic Summa Contra Gentiles for the conversion of non-Catholics, especially Muslims. It is said
that at least 10,000 Muslims were converted to the Catholic faith as a result of Raymond’s evangelistic labors. Together
with King James of Aragon and St. Peter Nolasco he founded the Order of Our Lady of Ransom (Mercedarians), a group
that worked to free Christians enslaved by the Moors. Known for his great mind and great sanctity, St. Raymond was the
Pope’s personal confessor and close adviser. As a trained lawyer, he was also chosen to compile the Church's legal
documents into one source of canon law which was then used for centuries. He also wrote a manual of moral theology for
confessors. St. Raymond is famous for the miracle of sailing from the island of Majorca to Barcelona using his cape for a
raft, in protest of the King of Aragon's refusal to dismiss his mistress. St. Raymond of Penafort is the patron of lawyers and
canon lawyers. His feast day is January 7.

Monday, Jan. 8 -St. Apollinaris Claudius - St. Apollinaris Claudius (2nd c.), also called St. Apollinaris of Hierapolis,
was a bishop in what is today Turkey. He became famous for his polemical writings against the heretics of his day, showing
that their theological errors were taken from the pagans. His most famous work was an Apologia for the Christians
addressed to Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius in the year 177 A.D. In it he reminded the Emperor of a miracle he received
because of the Christians: when his army was nearly defeated in an attempt to conquer the Germanic barbarians, it was
the prayers of the Christians among his soldiers which obtained the needed relief and the military victory, even though
Christianity was illegal. In light of this miracle, Apollinaris requested the Emperor's protection of Christians from
persecution. St. Apollinaris' work earned him the moniker, "Apollinaris the Apologist." His writings are largely lost, and
what we know of his work comes to us from other early Christian writers including St. Jerome and Eusebius. His feast day
is January 8.

Tuesday, Jan. g- St. Adrian of Canterbury - St. Adrian of Canterbury (d. 710 A.D.), also known as St. Hadrian, was a
native of North Africa who was sent to England to accompany his friend, Theodore of Tarsus, who was appointed to the
prestigious archbishopric of Canterbury. St. Adrian was originally offered and turned down the ecclesiastical position, and
instead was made abbot of St. Augustine's Abbey at Canterbury (originally called the Monastery of St. Peter). The monastic
school grew and thrived under his leadership, and became an important center of learning where many future scholars,
bishops, and abbots were educated in Latin, Greek, scripture, theology, Roman law, arithmetic, and other subjects. St.
Adrian himself was well known for being a great teacher of religion, math, science, and literature. He also served as the
Holy Father’s assistant and adviser. During the lives of Adrian and Theodore, education and learning flourished in England.
After his death, his tomb became famous for miracles. His feast day is January gth.

Wednesday, Jan. 10— St. William of Bourges - St. William of Bourges (1155-1209), also known as St. William the
Confessor, was born to a noble family in France. He was educated under his uncle who was an archdeacon, and from a
young age turned away from the world and gave himself over to religion and learning. He became a priest and later entered
religious life in a Cistercian monastery, an order famous for strict discipline. St. William was known to be a cheerful man
and a hard worker, and pure of heart. He was chosen to be Archbishop of Bourges in the year 1200, much to his dismay. He
left the solitude of the monastery out of obedience and entered into the public life of a bishop, throwing himself
wholeheartedly into serving both the spiritual and physical needs of the poor. As bishop he continued his great austerities.
He had a great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and would spend much time in prayer at the foot of the altar. He was
known for performing miracles both during his life and after his death. He died kneeling at prayer, and by request was
buried wearing his hair shirt and lying in ashes. His feast day is January 10. *




Thursday, Jan. 11 - Pope St. Hyginus - Pope St. Hyginus (d. 142 A.D.) was born in Athens, Greece, and became the ninth
successor to the Chair of St. Peter. He reigned as pope for four years from about 138-142 A.D. Many of the details of his life
have not been preserved, although various actions are credited to him: defending the Catholic faith against the Gnostic
heresy which spread in Rome; beginning the practice of including godparents at infant baptisms to help the newborn child
receive a Christian upbringing; and decreeing that all churches must be consecrated. Pope St. Hyginus is buried near the
tomb of St. Peter on Vatican Hill. It is uncertain whether he became a martyr under the persecutions of Roman Emperor
Marcus Aurelius. His feast day is January u.

Friday, Jan. 12— St. Marguerite Bourgeoys - St. Marguerite Bourgeoys (1620-1700) was born in France to a large middle-
class Christian family. After having a deep religious experience at the age of 20, Marguerite dedicated her life to God
through the Virgin Mary. She then joined an aposolate which served God by educating underprivileged children. When
she was 32 the governor of Fort Ville-Marie (now Montreal, Canada), visited Marguerite's town and invited her to be a
missionary in the New World as a lay teacher, instructing the children of the colonists and the Native Americans.
Marguerite agreed and made the long ocean journey. Realizing the importance of the family in establishing New France,
Marguerite mentored young ladies and prepared them for marriage and family life as pioneer women. She signed as a
witness on the marriage certificates of many early settlers. As a result of these activities she was affectionately called the
“Mother of the Colony.” She also worked to build the first church and the first school. She also founded the Congregation
of Notre Dame of Montreal, which is an active religious order to this day. For her great apostolic and missionary activity
she is considered the co-foundress of Montreal. She is also the first woman saint of the Catholic Church in Canada. Her
feast day is January 12. '

Saturday, Jan. 13- St. Hilary of Poiters - St. Hilary of Poitiers (300-368 A.D.) was born in France to noble pagan parents.
He was well instructed in philosophy and converted to Christianity after studying the Old and New Testaments. He was
baptized into the Church along with his wife and daughter. He was widely respected by the people of Poitiers, so much so
that they elected him their bishop. Hilary worked hard to defend the Catholic Church against the entrenched heresy of
Arianism which resulted in his four-year exile to Phrygia, and his popular title, "Hammer of the Arians.” Although he was
a gentle and courteous man, he was labeled a 'disturber of the peace' for defending Jesus' sacred humanity and divinity
against the Arian heretics, the only orthodox bishop in his region doing so. He was renowned for his great learning and
sanctity, and for defending the Church valiantly in word and by pen. While in exile he wrote numerous and important
theological works resulting in his title as a Doctor of the Church. St. Hilary's feast day is January 13.




walk with us on our journey of faith.

THIS WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE

Our Lady of Mercy Parish

JANUARY 7, 2024

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commitment to minister to the physical and spiritual needs of our rural
families and steward the resources enfrusted to us. We value the diversity within our Catholic communify and invite all to

Date Time Church  Intention
Sun. Jan. 7 8:30 a.m. OLM  Marcel Bonin
Ron Lichtenwald

10:30a.m. SP Cindy Eddy, Jeanette Talbot
Tues. Jan. 9 7:00 p.m. SpP For the People
Wed. Jan. 10 9:00a.m. SP For the People
Thurs. Jan. 11 9:00a.m. OLM  For the People
Fri. Jan. 12 9:00a.m. SP For the People
Sat. Jan. 13 8:00a.m. SP NO MASS

4:30p.m. SP For the People
Sun. Jan. 14 8:30a.m. OLM  Jeannette Tidwell

10:30a.m. SP Jeremy Belson

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT
Reported for December 31, 2023

SUNDAY OFFERTORY (10 envelopes) $ 541.00
LOOSE OFFERINGS 3 32.00
BUDGET $ 1,747.00
Over/(Under) ($ 1,174.00)
OTHER COLLECTIONS

Christmas $ 150.00
CPC Jar $ 10.00
Solemnity of Mary $ 56.00
Initial Offering 3 10.00
TOTAL COLLECTION $ 799.00

WOI'd(S) of the week (from The America College Dictionary)

WARN - to give notice or intimation to (a person, etc.) of

danger, impending evil, possible harm, or anything

unfavorable

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

---Jan. 7 = BFF's resume

---Jan. 7 — Altar Rosary meeting after
Mass

---Jan. 11 —Rel. Ed 6;45 p.m. Elem.
---Jan. 18 — Finance 5:30 p.m. & Parish
Council 6:15 p.m. meetings

---Jan. 21 - Youth breakfast after Mass

-—-Jan. 27 —6:30 p.m. Our Lady of Mercy
Adult Night Out, put on by Altar Rosary
Society

NEXT
WEEK'S

January 14, 2024

MINISTERS
Reader Shelly Gruman
Servers Micah & Will Maginn
Greeters/ Mary Bird
Gifts Shelly Gruman
Ushers Jerry & Anita Van Zile
Ministers of
the Eucharist Until further notice
Money Terry Kovar
Counters Michelle Miron

And having been warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they departed for their country
by another way. - Matthew 2:12

i.3.4.4




On what date was Jesus born? Was it December 25 or
some time between December and April, when shepherds
watched over their sheep?

Due to the complexity of history’s various calendars and ways of
calculating time, we cannot be sure of the date. Matthew and Luke,
the two Gospels that detail the birth of Jesus, do not give a date.

Early Christians observed an annual feast to remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, focusing on the paschal
mystery rather than on his birth. As Christianity grew and spread, however, Christians wanted to celebrate more
events from Jesus’ life. The celebration on December 25 has more to do with an expression of faith in Jesus as
Emmanuel, “God with us,” than with establishing the exact date of his birth.

December 25 is listed as the date of Jesus’ birth in a fourth-century calendar of martyrs, but how this date was
chosen is unclear. Some scholars believe Christians in Rome chose December 25 to counteract the celebration of
the pagan sun god Emesa. Another theory follows the influences of the seasons: early Christians believed John the
Baptist was conceived on the autumnal equinox and born at the summer solstice. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus’ conception
took place six month after John’s. That time line would place Jesus’ birth at the winter solstice, December 25 on the
Julian calendar. A third theory says Jesus’ birth would have occurred on the same date as his death, which we believe
to be in the spring at Passover. Regardless of the exact date, we celebrate Jesus as the true Son of God who came to
enlighten us and, by his death and resurrection, to give us life. ®
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Fr. John Schmidt, CSsR / DearPadre.org
Do you have a question for the Padre?

MONDAY

MAY
AY

January 8 January 12

Baptism of the Lord Weekday A WORD FRQM
ls 55:1-11 1 Sm 8:4-7,10-22a POPE FRANCIS
1in51-9 Mk 2:1-12 Like a rising star
Mk1:7-11 SATURDA (see Numbers 24:17), Jesus
TUESD/ January 13 comes to enlighten all
January 9 Weekday peoples and to brighten
Weekday 1Sm 9:1-4,17-19; 10:1a the nichisofh it
15m 1:9-20 Mk 2:13-17 eniht-alsmantty.
Mk 1:21-28 S Today, with the Magi, let
WEDNESD January 14 us lift our;‘eyes to -heaven
January 10 Second Sunday in and ask: “Where is the
Weekday Ordinary Time child who has been born?”
15m 3:1-10, 19-20 15m 3:3b-10, 19 (Matthew 2:2). Where can
Mk 1:29-39 1 Cor 6:13¢-153, 17-20 we find and encounter our
T In 1:35-42 . T s
danuary L | HOMILY, ROME, :=
Weekday 9 JANUARY 6,2023 &
1Sm4:1-11 - ] :

~ N
Mk 1:40-45
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