O“r Parish December 10, 2023

Second Sunday of Advent (B) ‘313

c o M M u " l T v Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11 / 2 Peter 3:8-14 / Mark 1:1-8

When Will We Be SatiSﬁéd? ”

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

n 1992, Forbes magazine published an issue titled “Why Do We Feel So Bad When We Have It So Good?” It
I featured articles by such luminaries as newsman Dan Rather, President George H. W. Bush, and author John
Updike. Many of the writers reflected upon our passion for more and our hunger to live in affluence and how
that fails to satisfy. In so many ways, we as a nation find ourselves seeking distractions from living with ourselves lest
we be confronted by our ultimate loneliness. As a nation we are addicted to entertainment and smartphones, to drugs
and pornography, to finding something new. We are confronted by rising suicide rates and a pervasive, deep-seated
anger. Why are we not satisfied?
John the Baptist called the people of his day to repent, which is another way of asking them—and us—to look at
life differently. Advent is really about getting in touch with our deep longing for more, a part of our human condition
that ultimately is only satisfied by God. We have been created to long for more, a longing that feels like loneliness,
a longing that seeks to be satisfied. In the end, we can only find a sense of peace in the midst of such longing by
accepting that it can never be fully satisfied in this life. Like the spirituality of Alcoholics Anonymous, accepting rather
than fleeing from our human reality becomes a path to new life. ®

Reflect

How do you deal with loneliness and a longing for more out of life?

ohn [the] Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a |
MARK 1:4

© 2023 LIGUORI PUBLICATIONS « LIGUORI, MO 63057-9999 * IMAGE: SIMONA PILOLLA 2/SHUTTERSTOCK



Catholic Communities
Parish Pastor
Rev. William Pifher
419-446-9288

B

e

i
WL i
W '
$_t"1'=. -
Our Lady of Mercy St. Peter
409 E. Main St. OLM PARISH OFFICE A6Iile.dDéf;ni§§52
rchbold,
MASS SCHEDULE betygtie, 43521 MASS SCHEDULE
Sunda 830 a.m. ] 1st Saturday of month 8:30 a.m.
o déy S50 6o Phone: 419-237-2441 SEHTRIER 430 pm.
' S Hours: 9 am.to 3 p.m. ?Uﬂddﬂy 19:8%0.m.
uesday :00 p.m.
PASTORAL COUNCIL Ty oy and Thigsaay Wednesday 9:00 @.m.
Ron Eisel Friday 2:00 a.m.
Pat Eisel
Ray Hollstein -
MiLe BUERAIEET PARISH STAFF Parish Secretary
Traci Maginn Secretary: Sherry Renner Hin Gamaw 412-4462190
Barbara Roby OLOMFayette@olom?244 1.onmicrosoft.com emml—sfp;fe]{@f}‘eceggress.nef
IgIouUs
Clothing items can be Bookkeeper eng Herri
donated via our drop off Tami Baker . © . ei’r’ll’.lg
site on the east side of OLOMBookkeeper@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com Parish Council President
e the building. Our store is Youth Leader/CRE Stephen Bernath
s NGeps open on Thursdays from . ) .
/A )f{‘: 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Anita Van Zile
g ?’."‘i Contact Rhonda OLOMCre-youth@olom?2441.onmircrosoft.com
2 g, Monahan at
/ 517-306-7984 for Website (bulletin online)
information: stpeterarchboeld.com/our-lady-of-mercy

SACRAMENT INFORMATION
Baptism: Please call Father Pifher at 419-446-9288 to make arrangements for Baptism. A month's notice would be helpful,
Reconciliation: Father will be available for confessions starfing 30 minutes before Mass each week.
New Parishioners: A warm welcome as you enter our Parish Community! You are asked to register at the parish office or
see the pastor as soon as passible. If you are moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may remove your
name from our parish records.
Anointing of the Sick: Those who can participate: Anyone who is seriously sick or suffering a grave iliness (not a cold, or flu)
which is freated or medicated for by a doctor. Also for those of old age which often brings morale or depression factors
(body, mind, or spirit). Please make arrangements with Father or call the parish office.
Matrimony: Please contact the Parish Office six months ahead of your planned wedding date, for Marriage Preparation

and scheduling.
RCIA : The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a series of classes designed to bring new members into the Catholic

church. Weekly sessions begin in September. People who have not been baptized, who have not been practicing or who
have been raised in another faith are all welcome to register. Parishiocners are encouraged to invite interested family
members and friends. There is no obligation to join the church. This is simply an opportunity to learn more about the

Catholic faith. Contact Fr. William Pifher at 419-444-9288.
BuLLETIN DEADLINE: Plecase note that the bulletin deadline is Tuesday, Noon. Please either call, email at OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com or

putin the collection basket any announcement for the following week's bulletin




SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2023
2"d Sunday of Advent

OSARY WILL NDAY'S A M.
ROSA BE PRAYED SUNDAY’S AT 8 A.M ST. PETER NEWS

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CHRISTMAAS PROGRAM
Our Lady of Mercy’s Religious Education classes will be presenting a Christmas program today Sunday, EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
December 10, 2023, after Mass. Breakfast will be served after the program in the basement. Every Tuesday starfing at 8 a.m

OFFICE HOURS ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

The office will close at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 12, 2023. Please have all bulletin information into

the office by 10 a.m. PENANCE SERVICE

Wednesday, December 13, 2023
SAVE THE DATE 6:30 p.m.

December 17, 2023, after Mass will be the day Our Lady of Mercy will be decorating the church. Anyone
who would like to help please mark it on your calendar.

CHRISTMAS NOVENA, DECEMBER 17 - 25
Please return your prayer intention card as soon as possible to be included for the Novena. You may either

mail, place in the offering basket or drop off at the office. Did you know that Deacon Larry
Zachrich is also available for

AREA PENANCE SERVICES dehsms Qnd Wedd’lngsg

Below are the area Penance Services and the times. Contact Larry at 419-966-7091.

Sunday, December 10, 2023, 2 p.m. — St. Michael, Hicksville

Wednesday, December 13, 2023, 6:30 p.m. — St. Peter, Archbold
FAYETTE/SURROUNDING AREA

4*h SUNDAY OF ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNITY EVENTS

This year the 4th Sunday of Advent will be only a few short hours and then it will be Christmas Eve. Please
note that Sunday Morning Mass (4t Sunday of Advent) and Christmas Eve Mass are 2 separate Masses. If
you are planning on attending a different Parish, please check the time of their Sunday morning Mass has
not been changed.

-—-Dec. 12 — Night of Healing 7 p.m. - St.
Richard’'s — Swanton, Ohio

---Dec. 18 — Opera House — 7 p.m. -

EREMILLSVIERKS GELLETING Clark Family Christmas — $15 General

For your convenience, the previous weeks bulletin will be on the back table. Admission - $12 Seniors - $10 Students

THE WISDOM OF THE SAINTS - Infroduction by Matthew Kelly ---Dec. 20 — Community Meal -5 -6

“God can no mere withhold His grace from a soul prepared to receive it than the sun can fail to p.m. Fayette Methodist Community Life

shine through an open window." - $t. Benedicta of the Cross Center

Do Something Beautiful for God ~ The Essential Teachings of Mother Teresa If you know of any Fayette Community
events, please either call or visit the office or

Dec. 10 - | understand the greatness of God, but | cannot understand His humility. It becomes so email to

clear in Him being in love with each cne of us separately and completely. It is as if there is no one but OLOMFayette@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com
me in the world. He loves me so much. Each one of us can say this with great conviction.

Dec. 11 - Come, O blessed Spirit of knowledge and light, and grant that | may perceive the will of the Father. Show me the nothingness of earfhly
things, that | may realize their vanity and use them only for your glory and my own salvation, looking ever beyond them to you and your efernal
reward.

Dec. 12 - Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. Actin me, © Holy Spirt, thaf my work, too, may be holy. Draw my heart, O
Holy Spirit, that | love but what is holy. Strengthen me, © Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. Guard me then, O Holy Spirit, that | always may be holy.
Amen.

Dec. 13- Let us not be afraid to be humbile, small, helpless, to prove our love for God. The cup of water you give the sick, the way you lift a dying
man, the way you feed a baby, the way you teach a dull child, the way you give medicine to someone suffering of leprosy, the joy with which you
smile at your own home — all this is God's love in the world today.

Dec. 14—t is not @ sin fo be rich. When is provokes avarice, it becomes a sin. Richness s given by God, and it is our duty fo divide it with those less
favored.

Dec. 15 - St. Joseph know, when Mary became pregnant, that this child was not his child. He saw that she was pregnant but didn't know how. If he
had gone fo the high priest, she would have been stoned to death. Do you see the charity and thoughtfulness of St. Joseph? If we have the same
kind of charity and thoughtfulness foward each other, our families will become the abode of the Most High. How beautiful our families will become
where there is total thoughtfulness for others.

Dec. 16 - Holiness grows fast where there is kindness. | have never heard of kind souls going astray. The world is lost for want of sweetness and
kindness.

Prayer chain-ANYONE wishing to submit prayer requests can email Anita Van Zile af vanzilein@hotmail.com or call Pat Eisel at 419-
737-2163. Privacy Issues for Parish Office: IMMEDATE FAMILY — must contact the parish office for all prayer requests to be posted in
the parish bulletin. Please submit with the exact verbiage requested. Contact Sherry Renner at the parish office at 419-237-2441, no
later than Thursday at noon. By law, the parish office does not divulge private information we receive from hospitals.
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DIOCESE OF TOLEDO NEWS

ACA in progress — information and envelopes are on the table in the back.
Our Lady of Mercy is at 100.66%.

HELP WANTED
The Diocese has openings for employment. Check out the list af foledodiocese.org/careers

DIOCESE OF TOLEDO CALENDAR
For additional happenings in the Diocese of Toledo please visit foledodiocese.org/calendar

DIOCESE OF TOLEDO FAITH & FAMILY DAY WITH THE TOLEDO WALLEYE

Faith and Family Day with the Toledo Walleye
Sunday | February 4 | 2024

Doors Open: 4:00 PM | Puck Drops: 5:15 PM

This event is open to the Youth and Families and the Office of Accessibility Families in the Diocese of Toledo. Come
gather with us at the Huntfington Center and share your faith on this special day!

On Sunday, February 4 there will be a pregame Q&A session led by Toledo Walleye players and coaches. Fans will
have the opportunity to hear from keynote speaker and former Major League pitcher, Ron Rightnower, as well as
select Walleye players about their experiences with their faith throughout their careers

$15.00 discounted admission fickets are available through the link below. Each ticket purchased receives $5.00
Walleye money to use toward any concession or fan wear in the Swamp Shop.

Tickets are limited fo the first 100 people, so please do not delay. Ticket orders close on December 31st. Sc order your
tickets foday! This is a Diocese of Toledo event by invitation only. This diocesan event is not open to the public. We
hope to see you and your family there!

Please email lpriest@toledodiocese.org or gjacobs@toledodiocese.org with any questions.

LINK to Purchase Tickets
https://fevo.me/dioceseoftoledo

The Diocese of Toledo Invites You o the National Eucharistic Congress in July 2024
"I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that | will
give is my flesh for the life of the world." - John 6:51

As part of the National Eucharistic Revival, Bishop Daniel E. Thomas invites you to join him to witness what God has in
store for his Church in the U.S. through the National Eucharistic Congress in July 2024! The Diocese of Toledo is forming a
delegation to represent our local Church in this historic event at the Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, IN, where 80,000
Catholics are expected fo gather to deepen cur understanding of, love for, and living out the great mystery of the
Eucharist. The Diocese of Toledo has reserved a limited number of tickets for this pilgrimage to the Natfional Eucharistic
Congress. Tickets are on a first-come, first-serve basis. Learn more and register: https://toledodiocese.org/congress or
see flyer on bulletin board.




Saints of the Day (www.morningoffering.com)
Week of December 10 - December 16

Sunday, Dec. 10- Our Lady of Loreto- Our Lady of Loreto is a title of the Blessed Virgin Mary associated with the house
where Mary was born, the site of the Annunciation, and the dwelling place of the Holy Family. The tradition and history
of the Holy House goes back to Apostolic times. In the 13th century the house was mysteriously moved in one piece from
Nazareth in the Holy Land to a final resting place in Loreto, Italy, carried by angels, a miracle to which the Church attests.
It was transported to prevent its destruction by Muslims who destroyed the basilica which housed it. A new basilica was
built around the Holy House in Italy, known as the Shrine of Our Lady of Loreto, one of the most popular pilgrimage sites
in the world. Written at the door of the basilica are these words: "The whole world has no place more sacred ... For here
was the Word made Flesh, and here was born the Virgin Mother." Our Lady of Loreto is the patron of aviators, fliers, pilots,
and builders. Her feast day is December 10th.

Monday, Dec. 11 -Pope St. Damasus I - Pope St. Damasus I (306-384 A.D.) was born into a Christian family in Rome.
He became a deacon and served at the Basilica of St. Lawrence in Rome where his father served as priest. After the death
of Pope Liberius, Damasus was elected Pope in the year 366 A.D. Violence broke out as a rival pope was also elected, and
the two factions fought to enforce their candidate. Damasus was confirmed as the rightful pope by the Roman Emperor,
and the anti-pope was banished from the city. Pope Damasus chose the scripture scholar St. Jerome as his personal
secretary, to whom he commissioned the translation of the Bible into Latin (the Latin Vulgate). It was during Damasus’
reign that Christianity was declared the religion of the Roman state. Pope Damasus also called the Council of Rome in 382
A.D. to clarify the canon of Sacred Scripture. He opposed heresy, worked to preserve the catacombs, and advocated for
devotion to the Christians martyred under the Roman persecutions. His feast day is December 11.

Tuesday, Dec. 12— St. Juan Diego - St. Juan Diego, a humble Aztec peasant, saw the Blessed Virgin Mary on the Hill of
Tepeyac near present-day Mexico City on December g, 1531, the feast of the Immaculate Conception at the time. After a
request by the bishop to prove her identity, Our Lady asked Juan Diego to gather the roses which he found growing on
the hill, which were neither native to the area nor in season, and take them to the bishop. Juan Diego did so and placed
the roses in his tilma (or cloak). Upon opening the tilma to reveal the miraculous roses to the bishop, there was something
even more miraculous present—an image of the Virgin Mary dressed as a pregnant Aztec princess. The various design
elements on the tilma read like a codex to the Aztecs, revealing to them the truth of the Catholic faith preached by the
missionary priests. Millions quickly converted to the Catholic Church as a result. This apparition and image is venerated
under the title of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the first Marian apparition in the New World, and the only one where Our Lady
produced an image of herself. The perfectly preserved tilma is venerated at her basilica and shrine in Mexico City. Our
Lady of Guadalupe is the patroness of the Americas, the New Evangelization, and unborn children. Her feast day is
December 12th.

Wednesday, Dec. 13- St. Lucy of Syracuse - St. Lucy (Lucia) of Syracuse (283-304 A.D.) was born to a wealthy Christian
family on the island of Sicily. Her father died when she was in her infancy. Lucy grew in piety, and at a young age secretly
consecrated her virginity to Christ. Her mother pressured her into an arranged marriage with a pagan nobleman in order
to provide for her daughter’s future, which Lucy avoided. When Lucy’s mother was struck with a long and serious illness,
Lucy convinced her mother to accompany her to pray at the tomb of St. Agatha. As a result, Lucy’s mother was
miraculously cured of her malady. Lucy then told her mother about her vow of chastity, and her mother consented to her
refusal to marry. Lucy gave herself to serving persecuted Christians hiding in the catacombs, wearing a wreath of candles
on her head to illumine the dark underground caverns, with her arms full of provisions. The man to whom Lucy was
betrothed, upon finding that Lucy was a Christian and had refused his hand in marriage, had her imprisoned under the
persecutions of Diocletian. The judge sentenced Lucy to prostitution in a brothel, but God rendered her body immovable
and the soldiers were unable to carry out the task. They then tried to set her on fire, but the wood underneath Lucy would
not burn. Finally, she was killed by the sword. Among her tortures her eyes were gouged out, making St. Lucy the patron
saint of eye problems and blind people, among others. St. Lucy is among the great virgin martyrs of the Church, her name
appearing in the Roman Canon of the Mass. Her feast day is December 13th.




Thursday, Dec. 14 - St. John of the Cross - St. John of the Cross (1542-1591) - also known as San Juan de la Cruz - was
born to a poor family in Old Castile, Spain. His father married below his rank and was disinherited as a result. After his
father’s early death, John was raised in poverty by his mother. He studied and served at a local hospital while committing
himself to severe penances. Uncertain of his life’s direction, he was told in prayer that he should enter religious life in
order to bring reform. John joined the ancient Carmelite Order and received permission to observe their original rule of
life, quickly earning a reputation for his humility, obedience, and religious fervor. He later met St. Teresa of Avila, a
reforming Carmelite abbess who recognized the greatness of John’s virtue and requested his assistance to found a
monastery of friars under the primitive Carmelite rule, as she had done for her nuns. Together they founded the Discalced
Carmelites, a contemplative order of strict religious observance. His reforms began to spread, and as a result John was
captured, imprisoned, and physically abused by his fellow friars. His sufferings helped him to write his most famous work,
Dark Night of the Soul. After nine months he made a miraculous escape and he went on to found and govern several
Carmelite monasteries. St. John of the Cross became an authority on the spiritual life, and his profound writings and poetry
are considered among the greatest of all Spanish literature. Because of his invaluable writings he was named a Doctor of
the Church and the patron saint of mystics, contemplatives, and Spanish poets. His feast day is December 14th.

Friday, Dec. 15— St. Virginia Centurione Bracelli - St. Virginia Centurione Bracelli (1587-1651) was born in Genoa, Italy,
to an aristocratic family. She was pious and desired the religious life, however, at the age of fifteen she was forced into an
arranged marriage. Her husband, a wealthy and illustrious man, lived dissolutely as a drinker and a gambler despite
Virginia's good example. After having two daughters, Virginia was widowed at the age of twenty. Refusing another
arranged marriage, Virginia took a vow of celibacy and began charitable works in service of the sick and poor while raising
her children. Once her daughters were grown, she used her wealth to found a refuge center for the suffering which grew
into a large hospital, and soon into two religious congregations: the Sisters of Our Lady of Refuge in Mount Calvary, and
the Daughters of Our Lady on Mount Calvary. Virginia was committed not only to serving the poor and destitute—even
to the point of seeking them out in the streets—she was also committed to training the underprivileged with skills so that
they could attain a better way of life. She also worked as a peacemaker to help settle the frequent bloody rivalries which
rose up between noble families. St. Virginia Centurione Bracelli's feast day is December 15.

Saturday, Dec. 16~ St. Adelaide of Burgundy - St. Adelaide (931-999 A.D.) was the virtuous daughter of King Rupert Il
of Burgundy, France. She became the Queen of Italy after being given in marriage to the future King of [taly. When her
husband died, she was imprisoned for refusing a second politically-driven marriage. However, when the German Emperor
Otto came to rule Italy, she accepted his rescue and offer of marriage. They had four children, the future Otto Il and three
daughters, two of whom became nuns. Pope John XII crowned Otto the Holy Roman Emperor in 962 A.D., and Adelaide
was crowned as the Holy Roman Empress. When her son, Otto II, succeeded her husband as Emperor, she was driven
from court by her jealous daughter-in-law. When they both died, Adelaide returned to court to rule the empire as regent
Queen until her grandson was of age. She used her position, power, and influence to help the poor, evangelize her people,
and to build and restore monasteries and churches. She afterwards retired to a convent in Germany, spending her
remaining days in prayer. St. Adelaide is the patroness of princesses, empresses, second marriages, widows, parenthood,
brides, exiles, and abuse victims. Her feast day is December 16.




Our Lady of Mercy Parish

DECEMBER. 10,2023

walk with us on our journey of faith.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commifment to minister to the physical and spiritual needs of our rural
families and steward the resources entrusted fo us. We value the diversity within our Catheolic community and invite all to

THIS WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE

Date Time Church

Sun. Dec. 10 8:30 a.m. OLM

10:30 am SP

Intention

Marcel Bonin

Living & Deceased Sarnac family
For the People

Tues. Dec. 12 7 p.m. SP Mary Grime
Pat & Juanita Arend
Wed. Dec. 13 9:00 a.m.. SpP For the People

Thurs. Dec. 14 9:00a.m. OLM

Father Raymond Ensman

10:30a.m SP

Fri. Dec. 15 9:00a.m. SP For the People
Sat. Dec. 16 8:30a.m. SP No Mass
4:30p.m. SP Mike & Joyce Britenriker
Cathy Warner
Sun. Dec. 17 8:30a.m. OLM Novena Prayers

Novena Prayers

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT

Reported for December 3, 2023

SUNDAY OFFERTORY (12envelopes) $ 956.00
LOOSE OFFERINGS $ 245.00
BUDGET $ 1,747.00
Over/(Under) ($ 546.00)
OTHER COLLECTIONS

St. Vincent de Paul $ 5.00
Votive Candles $ 3.00
Maintenance $ 500.00
Immaculate Conception $ 5.00
Christmas Flowers $ 184.00
Christmas $ 65.00
Solemnity of Mary $ 20.00
TOTAL COLLECTION $ 1,983.00

WOI'd(S) of the week (fmm Merriam-Webster online dictionary)

REPENTANCE - the action or process of repenting especially

for misdeeds or moral shortcomings

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

---Dec. 13 — NO Religious Ed. — Rel. Ed.
Students grades 3 — 12 encouraged to
attend Penance Service at St. Peter
---Dec. 13 — Penance Service — 6:30 p.m.
at St. Peter’s

---Dec. 17 — Decorate church after Mass
---Dec. 17 — 25 — Christmas Novena
---Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve Mass 7 p.m.
---Dec. 25 — Christmas Day Mass 9 a.m.

NEXT Decembe 0
WEEK'S
MINISTERS

Reader Shelly Gruman

Servers Kruez Lichtenwald
Will Maginn
Greeters/ Jerry & Anita Van Zile
Gifts
Ushers Dennis & Denise Miller
Ministers of

the Eucharist Until further notice

Money Terry Kovar
Counters Dennis & Denise Miller

John the Baptist appeared in the desert
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. - Mark 1:4




Dear Padre, — e

Do Catholics have to marry in the Church? If a couple
decides to marry outside of the Church, are they still
allowed to receive Communion and other sacraments?

Catholics are obligated to follow the laws of the Church, including
those laws regarding marriage. If a Catholic marries outside the
Church, meaning that they did not follow Church law, then they
may not receive the other sacraments until their marriage has
been witnessed by the Church.

A wedding is a sacred ceremony for the couple, but it is also
a ceremony for the Church. The Christian community is called v
upon to witness the ceremony, with the bishop, priest, or deacon called upon to bless the union in the name of the
Church. The Church can dispense from the form, that is, the place of the wedding, for good cause, and does so when
necessary. When a dispensation from the law is granted, then the person has followed the marriage laws of the
Church and is free to receive the sacraments. '

A wedding is a sacred ceremony in which a sacrament is conferred. While the park may be pretty or the church
down the street may be bigger, neither is a sufficient reason to ignore marriage law and marry outside the Church. ®

The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org

Know Someone Overly Anxious About Sin?

Since 1964, the Redemptorists’ Scrupulous Anonymous free monthly newsletter has ministered compassionately
to those struggling with scrupulosity. To subscribe, visit ScrupulousAnonymous.org.

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDA

MONDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

December 11 December 12 December 13 December 14 December 15 December 16 December 17
Advent Weekday  Our Lady of St. Lucy, Virgin St. John of the Advent Weekday — Advent Weekday — Third Sunday of
Is 35:1-10 Guadalupe and Martyr Cross, Priest and  |s 48:17-19 Sir 48:1-4,9-11  “Advent
Lk 5:17-26 Zec 2:14-17 or 15 40:25-31 Doctor of the Mt 11:16-19 Mt 17:9a, 10-13  Is 61:1-2a,
Rv 11:19a; Mt 11:28-30 Church 10-11
12:1-6a, 10ab Is 41:13-20 1 Thes 5:16-24
Lk 1:26-38 or Mt 11:11-15 Jn1:6-8,19-28

Lk 1:39-47

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

In the Bible [conversion] means, first and foremost, to change
direction and orientation; and thus also to change one’s way
of thinking. In the moral and spiritual life, to convert means
to turn oneself from evil to good, from sin to love of God. And

this is what the Baptist was teaching.
ANGELUS, ROME, DECEMBER 6, 2020

CNS PHOTQ/PAUL HARING
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