O“r Par iSh July 30, 2023

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M u N ' T v 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 / Romans 8:28-30 / Matthew 13:44-52 or 13:44-46

Finding Buried
Treasure

FR.JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

[Solomon said to the Lord,]

uch like still-fishing, which is when
“Give your servant, therefore,

the fish ultimately find the one sitting

quietly waiting for the fish, most of
the really treasured aspects of life somehow find
us when we're not looking. Consider falling in love
or discovering a friend; the job you enjoy so much 1 KINGS 3:9A
that you'd almost do it for free; a hobby that gives
you so much satisfaction; creative gifts you never
knew you had until you stumbled upon them later
in life. To say nothing of happiness for which so
many go looking and never seem to find, while
others are happy without ever seeking it out.

Wisdom, the gift Solomon asked for, is much

like all of that. It seems to find us. Common
sense, the stepchild of wisdom, is something most
parents want their children to have, and, for some
parents, it may be a source of great frustration as

a listening heart to judge your people
and to distinguish between good
and evil.”

they try to make sure their children have it and
use it. Wisdom is certainly a hint of the kingdom
of heaven, but then so too is finding love and
experiencing joy and living with a peace that
refuses to be unsettled by the storms of life. All
of those are the buried treasures of which the
Gospel speaks, just as for others it is the pearl of
great price for which they look and look until it
finds them, not unlike still-fishing. All are buried
treasures, hidden pearls, and tastes of eternal
life. ®

Reflect
Is there a treasure in your life
that ultimately found you?
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Catholic Communities
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409 E. Main St.
Fayette, OH 43521

MASS SCHEDULE

Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Thursday 900 e,
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Ron Eisel
Pat Eisel

Ray Hollstein
Mike Burkholder
Traci Maginn
Barbara Roby

Clothing items can be
donated via our drop off site
on the east side of the
building. Our store is open
on Thursdays from 10 a.m.
until 2 p.m. Contact
Rhonda Monahan af
517-306-7986 for information.

Parish Pastor

Rev. William Pifher
419-446-9288

OLM PARISH OFFICE
P.O. Box 429
Fayette, OH 43521

Phone: 419-237-2441

Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday

PARISH STAFF

Secretary: Sherry Renner
OLOMFayette@olom244 1.onmicrosoft.com

Bookkeeper
Ron Baker

OLOMBookkeeper@olom2441.onmicrosoft.com

Youi_h Leader/CRE
Anita Van Zile

Website (bullefin online)
stpeterarchbold.com/our-lady-of-mercy

SACRAMENT INFORMATION

St. Peter

614 N. Defiance St.
Archbold, OH 43502

MASS SCHEDULE

15t Saturday of month 8:30 a.m.

Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 9:00 a.m.
Friday 2:00 a.m.

Parish Secretary
Kim Garrow 419-446-2150
email-stpefer@rtecexpress.net
Religious Ed
Deb Hering
Parish Council President
Stephen Bemath

o Baptism: Please call Father Pifher at 419-446-9288 to make arrangements for Baptism. A month's notice would be

helpful.

e Reconciliation: Father will be avdilable for confessions starting 30 minutes before Mass each week.
New Parishioners: A warm welcome ds you enter our Parish Community! You are asked to register at the parish
office or see the pastor as soon as possible. If you are moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may
remove your name from our parish records.

«  Anointing of the Sick: Those who can participate: Anyone who is seriously sick or suffering a grave liness (not a cold,
or flu) which is freated or medicated for by a doctor. Also for those of old age which often brings mordle or
depression factors (body, mind, or spirit). Please make arrangements with Father or call the parish office.

o Matrimony: Please contact the Parish Office six months ahead of your planned wedding date, for Marriage

Preparation and scheduling.

« RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a series of classes designed to bring new members intfo the Catholic
church. Weekly sessions begin in September. People who have not been baptized, who have not been practicing
or who have been raised in another faith are all welcome fo register. Parishioners are encouraged fo invite
interested family members and friends. There is no obligation to join the church. This is simply an opportunity fo

learn more about the Catholic faith. Contact Fr. William Pifher at 419-446-9288.

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Please note that the bulletin deadline is Tuesday, Noon. Please either call, email at ourladvotfmercyfayette@gamail.com or
put in the collection basket any announcement for the following week's bulletin




SUNDAY, JULY 30, 2023
17th Sunday Ordinary Time

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY’S AT 8 A.M.

BULL THISTLE FESTIVAL BREAKFAST

The Altar Rosary will again host breakfast on August 5, 2023, 8 a.m. — 10 a.m., during the
Bull Thistle Festival in Fayette. We are looking for additional help for the day. If you are
willing to spare an hour or a few hours, please let Sherry Renner know 419-388-5695.

ALTAR ROSARY — JEWELRY SHADOW BOX
The Altar Rosary will be assembling a Shadow box with old jewelry from our parishioners. If
you would like to donate a piece or pieces to be included in the display or need

additional information, please see Anita Van Zile.

Sample of shadow box

SHARING YOUR FLOWERS WITH MARY

If you have any flowers out of your garden that you would like to share with Mary, there will
be extra vases on the back table every Sunday to put them in and then you can place by
the statue of Mary.

THE WISDOM OF THE SAINTS - Infroduction by Matthew Kelly
"“The proof of love is in the works. Where love exists, it works great things. But when it ceases to act i,
it ceases to exist.” - St. Pope Gregory the Greaf

Do Something Beautiful for God - The Essential Teachings of Mother Teresa

July 30 - Serve God joyfully. Let there be a no sadness in your life. The only frue sorrow is sin.

July 31-Bring God to everyone you meet each day. Humility always radiates the glory and
greatness of God. How wonderful are the ways of God who chose humility, smallness, helplessness,
and poverty to prove His love to the world. Do not be afraid to be humble, small, and helpless in
order to prove your love for God and others.

Aug. 1 One day right in the beginning, we had no rice for dinner and then a lady came and brought
rice. She said she was coming back from the office "and something in me told me to go fo Mother
Teresa and bring her rice.” How beautiful it is when we listen fo the Holy Spirit.

Aug. 2 If our life is without prayer, it is like a house without a foundation.

Aug. 3 - The sound of your footsteps in search of souls to love should be like sweet music for Jesus.
Keep the thirst for souls ever burning in your heartfs.

ST. PETER NEWS

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Every Tuesday starting at 8 a.m.
ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

Did you know thaf Deacon Larry
Zachrich is also available for
Baptisms and Weddings?
Contact Larry at 419-966-7091.

FAYETTE/SURRONDING AREA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

-—-May 6 — Oct. 28 — Farmer’'s Market
@ Fayette Opera House Parking Lot
— Saturday's 9am—1 pm

---August 4 — Fayette Opera House,
Man of Many Voices, Colin Dexter

7 pm (visit operhouse-fayette.org for more
information & tickets)

—-August 5 - Bull Thistle Festival
If you know of any Fayette Community events

please either call or visit the office or email to
ourladyofmercyfayette@gmail.com

Aug. 4- Until you hear Jesus in the silence of your heart, you will not be able to hear Him saying, "l thirst" in the hearts of the poor.
Aug. 5 - When a young woman of high caste comes and puts herself at the service of the poor, she is the protagonist of a revolution. Itis the

greatest, the most difficult revolution — the revolution of love.

Prayer chain-ANYONE wishing to submit prayer requests can email Anita Van Zile at vanzilein@hotmail.com or call Pat Eisel at 419-

737-2163.

Privacy Issues for Parish Office: IMMEDATE FAMILY — must contact the parish office for all prayer requests fo be posted in the parish
bulletin. Please submit with exact verbiage requested. Contact Sherry Renner at the parish office at 419-237-2441, no later than
Thursday at noon. By law, the parish office does not divulge private information we receive from haspitals.




“ Diocese
«Toledo

DIOCESE OF TOLEDO NEWS

ACA in progress — information and envelopes are on the table in the back.
Our Lady of Mercy is at 96.01%.

HELP WANTED
The Diocese has openings for employment. Check out the list af foledodiocese.org/careers

SAVE THE DATE
2023 Diocesan Celebration of Wedding Anniversaries

Qur Lady, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Cathedral
October 22, 2022 | 3:.00 p.m.

If you are celebrating a milestone wedding anniversary in 2023 - 25, 40, 50, 60, or 60+ years — plan fo join Bishop Daniel
E. Thomas for the Order of Blessing Married Couples within Holy Mass. Registered couples receive a commemorative
certificate and are invited to a reception following mass.

To register visit: www.toledoanniversarymass.org
2023 GRANT-SCHOLORSHIP REV. AUGUST SCHAEFER

The 2023 Rev. August Schaefer Liturgical Grant Cycle will open on Monday, July 3, 2023. Applications and deadlines
can be found on the parish website at stjosephmarblehead.org.

E Love and Life Programs
Program 1: I + YOU = WE

Farly Support
Foudation

Happy relationships don’t grow on trees. Inspire your Marriage!

October 7 - 8, 2023
Immaculate Conception Church 414 Madison St. Port Clinton, OF 43452
This is & unique wevkend filled with lectures, R
dynaric workshaps, and individusl couple Program Leader

dislogue that leads you thrauigh 6 simple Fr. Jarostaw “Jay" Szymczak

wteps 1o reakjoyin yoor marriage. irsbitals of the Hly Family » wWarsew, Poland
All married eouples will benefit from this workshop.

Cost
$250 per couple. $300 after Sept. 25tn
Includes

m e E + Lecture & detalled warkshop materials
= « Coftee, tea & rafrashmants

1 * Al meals

[ ceanl com

Saturday, October 7th 8 u untl 8 13 oher 8th 8 am -4 pm

Registration

For more Diocese of Toledo happenings please visit toledodiocese.org/calendar




B BISHTIP DaANEELE.

THOMAS

The Eucharist and the Priesthood

“There can be no Eucharist without the priesthood,
just as there can be no priesthood without the Eucharist.”!

These words of Pope Saint John Paul Il have echoed
over and over again in my daily prayer during this
season of Eucharistic Revival. It has been clear to me
since becoming your bishop that here in the diocese of
Toledo, there is a deep and evident love for the
Eucharist, and a deep and evident love for the
priesthood! Yet many of our faithful may not be aware
that the number of priests in our diocese has been
declining for several years; that many priests are now
serving multiple parishes, some to the point of
exhaustion; and that, in the past few years, the number
of diocesan seminarians has also declined.

In some ways, these trends should be no surprise. The
past two decades have seen a sharp decline in Catholic
parish participation throughout North America and
Europe. In our diocese, Mass attendance declined 47%
from 2005 to 2022. During that period, 37% fewer
children were baptized and 45% fewer people received
Confirmation. These numbers clearly indicate that
there are not as many people practicing the faith in our
diocese, which means there is a smaller pool of possible
candidates for the priesthood and subsequently a lower
number of seminarians.

The reality of our diocese mirrors national trends. From
2014 to 2021, the total number of seminarians in the
USA decreased 22%.% Vocation directors cite many
contributing factors that go beyond the obvious rise in
secularization and the priority shifts of a generation

averse to lifelong commitment and riddled by “fear of
missing out” (FOMOQ). The tense and confusing
ecclesial climate seems to be discouraging young men
from answering the priestly call. The scandal of priestly
sexual abuse has also caused hesitation about entering
seminary. Certainly, the COVID-19 pandemic had a
negative impact: the inability of the vocations office to
host typical in person events, and the rise in anxiety for
young adults, were obstacles to healthy discernment.

So what should we do? With the tide rushing forcefully
in the wrong direction, should we just give up? St. Paul’s
words come to mind: “where sin increased, grace
abounded all the more” (Romans 5:20). Do we believe
that He can and will curb the tide? Do we believe that
He can make the difference? Do we believe and hope in
Him to draw men to the priestly vocation? We believe!

Salvation history teaches us that whenever humanity
moves away from God, an abundance of divine grace is
available to the faithful who are open to it. The Lord
uses the service of his prayerful people to lead
humanity back to God. Here and now, we are the
people the Lord is depending on to open the eyes of
hearts and minds to see the reality of our situation and
to address head on our need for priests. nlt takes the
joyful, faithful witness of priests themselves coupled
with the support and encouragement of all the lay
faithful.

1 Pope John Paul Il, Gift and Mystery. On the Fiftieth Anniversary of My Priestly Ordination, Doubleday, New York, 1996, p.77-78. See also: “Letter of Pope John
Paul Il to Priests for Holy Thursday”, 28 March 2004. Available online: https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/letters/2004/documents/hf jp-

ii_let 20040406 priests-holy-thursday.html

2 Vocation Ministry, The State of Priestly Vocations in the United States, 2023, p. 23. Available anline at;

https://vocationministry.com/stateofpriestlyvocationsreport/ .




lesus encouraged his disciples not to give into despair
when faced with small numbers of ministers and a
culture greatly in need of His message. “When he saw
the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the
Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into
his harvest” (Matthew
9:36-38). Jesus taught
His  disciples that
sometimes, the only
solution is prayer and
fasting! Thus, | invite
every Catholic in the
Diocese of Toledo to
do two things to
implore the Lord of
the harvest for more
laborers to be
ordained to shepherd

"-\, ,
the Church in our ‘L .ng%glcggg

One Hail
Mary

diocese: these are i
simple, practical, and

doable!

First, | ask every Catholic to pray one Hail Mary per day
for an increase of priestly vocations. | especially
encourage families to add this Hail Mary to their prayer
before meals, regular daily prayers or family rosary, as
a way of encouraging their children to seek God’s call
for their life. Mother Mary will intercede for us with her
Son for an increase of priests in the Person of her Son!

Second, | ask all who are able to offer some form of
intentional fasting or penance each Friday for this same
intention. The fasting or penance might be foregoing a
meal, abstaining from meat, avoiding snacks between
meals, or some other small sacrifice that can be united
with Jesus’ loving offering of his life for the salvation of
the world on Good Friday, the very sacrifice we
encounter in the Eucharist.

At a diocesan level, | kindly request that every parish
offer some time of Eucharistic Adoration each week for
the intention of an increase in priestly vocations. This
might be a new addition to the parish calendar, or it
might mean encouraging prayers for vocations during
an already scheduled period of weekly Exposition and
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament. Many of our
recent seminarians have come from parishes where
Eucharistic Adoration for vocations is regularly offered.
| also ask every parish in the diocese to pray specifically

toledopriesthood.org

for an increase of priestly vocations each week at Mass
during the Universal Prayer.

Without an increase of priestly vocations, we risk not
having enough priests to celebrate the Eucharist. In
challenging times like ours, faithful Catholics need the
Eucharist more than ever to sustain them in their
mission of sharing the faith with the large number of
people in northwest
Ohio who are distant
from Christ and his
Church. The Eucharist
and the priesthood
are inseparable.

Fasting or
Abstinence

While the challenges
we face may seem
daunting, | ask that
you approach your

prayer and
fasting/penance for
priestly vocations

with hope. Just think,
if every parish in our
diocese sent just one
man to the seminary
every ten years, we
would have 122 seminarians over a ten-year period. If
just half of them were ordained priests, we would be
ordaining an average of over 6 men per year! This
would be a huge shift from our current 20-year average
of less than 2 ordinations per year. Dare we hope?

o

ey

The word “revival” comes from the Latin verb re-vivere,
meaning “to live again” and “to restore to life.” During
this parish year of the Eucharistic Revival, please join
me in praying that enthusiasm for priestly vocations
might be born anew in the hearts, minds and souls of
young men throughout our diocese, leading to a
generous response ta Christ. We pray that their future
ministry, especially their celebration of the Eucharist,
will empower many people in Narthwest Ohio to live
out their Catholic faith with renewed zeal. “There can
be no Eucharist without the priesthood, just as there
can be no priesthood without the Eucharist.”

Many resources to promote priestly vocations are
available at: https://toledopriesthood.org

" &: : §a )
Most Rev. Daniel E. Thomas

Bishop of Toledo
July 21, 2023




SalrltS Of the Da.y (www.morningoffering.com)
Week of July 30- August 5

Sunday, July 30-St. Peter Chrysologus - St. Peter Chrysologus (406-450 A.D.) was born in Imola, Italy. He was an adult
convert to Christianity and studied under his bishop, Cornelius, who ordained him a deacon. In his day the city of Ravenna
was the center of the Roman Empire, making the Archbishop of Ravenna an important position in the Church. When the
Archbishop of Ravenna died, a new archbishop was elected by the clergy and the people of Ravenna. Bishop Cornelius of
Imola went to Rome with his deacon, St. Peter Chyrsologus, to have the Ravenna appointment confirmed by Pope Sixtus
III. When the pope saw St. Peter, he appointed him the new Archbishop of Ravenna instead. St. Peter was an effective
shepherd who stamped out paganism, heresy, and ecclesiastical abuses from his diocese, earning the high regard of
Emperor Valentinan III who resided in Ravenna. He also organized services to help the poor of the city. St. Peter was
renowed for his profound and eloquent sermons, and his skill with taking complex theological truths and putting them in
plain language, earning him the name 'Chrysologus' meaning 'the man of golden speech’ or ‘golden word' as well as the
"Doctor of Homilies.' In 1729, Pope Benedict XIII declared him a Doctor of the Church. His feast day is July 30.

Monday, July 31 -St. Ignatius of Loyola - St. Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556) was born at the castle of Loyola in Basque
country, Spain, the youngest of thirteen children. In keeping with the young aristocrats of his day, Ignatius sought after
military prowess, vainglory, and fame, and became a knight at the age of seventeen. He was known as a fancy dresser, an
expert dancer, a womanizer, sensitive to insult, and involved in criminal behavior. During a period of convalescence after
being wounded in battle, he read a collection of saint biographies and a Life of Christ. These books profoundly affected
him, and he experienced a conversion of heart. He desired to pattern his life after the great saints, and ceremoniously
hung up his military garments before an image of the Virgin Mary. After experiencing a vision of the Blessed Mother with
the Infant Jesus, he lived for a time as an ascetic in a cave. It was during this time that he formulated his famous Spiritual
Exercises, the spiritual centerpiece of the religious order he would later establish. He then went on pilgrimage to the Holy
Land, and studied theology for many years. During his studies he gathered a group of six like-minded men and founded
the Society of Jesus, today known as the Jesuits. They went as missionaries all over the world to spread the Gospel,
especially focusing on education. Today the Jesuits have over 30,000 members and 500 universities. St. Ignatius of Loyola's
feast day is July 31st.

Tuesday, August 1- St. Alphonsus Liguori - St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787) was born near Naples, the eldest of eight
children of a noble family. He became a lawyer after receiving doctorates in canon and civil law at the age of 16. For many
years he was successful in practicing law, but grew disenchanted with the profession. After losing a case for the first time
at the age of 27 after eight years of practicing the law, he discerned a call to enter the seminary and became a priest.
Alphonsus spent the early years of his priesthood ministering to homeless and marginalized youth, and through this work
eventually founded the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, known as the Redemptorists, which aimed to preach in
city slums. He was known best for his sermons, especially his ability to convert those who were estranged from the faith,
and for his great works in moral and spiritual theology. He was a practical and prudent theologian, avoiding the extremes
of being too rigid and legalistic on the one hand, and too lax on the other, despite the fact that he struggled with
scrupulosity in his personal life. He suffered much from arthritis in his old age, his neck becoming so bent that his chin left
an open sore on his chest. His most famous written works were on the Virgin Mary and the Blessed Sacrament. For his
work in moral theology he was declared a Doctor of the Church. He is the patron saint of moral theologians, vocations,
arthritis sufferers, and those who struggle with scrupulosity. St. Alphonsus Ligouri's feast day is August 1st.

Wednesday, August 2— Blessed Jane of Aza - Blessed Jane of Aza (12th c.), also known as Joanna or Juana of Aza,
belonged to the Spanish nobility. At a young age she married a nobleman and together they had five children. She was a
pious woman known for her life of prayer and generosity to the poor. When her two eldest sons were given to the
priesthood, she went to the nearby church of St. Dominic Silos, a miracle worker and a patron saint of pregnant women,
to pray earnestly for another son who would carry on the succession of the family. In a dream the saint appeared to her
and said that she would bear a son who would be a shining light to the Church. She also dreamed of a dog that leaped
from her womb carrying a torch in its mouth, lighting all the world on fire. She gave birth to a son in answer to her
prayers, and in gratitude named him Dominic. She brought her son to the altar of St. Dominic Silos and there offered
him to God. At the child's baptism his godmother saw a star shining from his forehead. All of these signs were taken to
mean that the child would be great. Jane brought her son up with the utmost care, and as the child grew he evidenced
uncommon sanctity and virtue. When Dominic turned age seven Jane generously gave him to be educated as a priest,
leaving her family without a male heir. St. Dominic went on to found the famous Order of Preachers, or Dominicans,




(Blessed Jane of Aza - cont.)
who became known as the "Hounds of the Lord", a great preaching order against heresy and in defense of the Catholic
faith. Her feast day is August 2nd.

Thursday, August 3 - St. Lydia Purpuraria - St. Lydia Purpuraria, also called Lydia of Thyatira (ist. c), was a pious and
wealthy woman involved in the textile trade in Philippi, Macedonia. She and her husband manufactured and traded in the
lucrative business of purple dyes and fabrics, a luxury for the elite. Lydia was a worshiper of the true God, and when St.
Paul's missionary journeys brought him to Philippi in about 50 A.D., God opened Lydia's heart to accept the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Lydia and her family became St. Paul's very first converts to Christianity, as mentioned in the Acts of the
Apostles. After her family was baptized, Lydia invited Paul and his companion, St. Timothy, to stay in her home. Lydia
served the Lord through her gift of hospitality, and her home became a meeting place for the early Christians. After Paul
and Silas were released from prison, it was to Lydia's home that they first went to meet and encourage the believers
gathered there. St. Lydia's feast

Friday, August 4- St. John Vianney (Cure of Ars) - St. John Vianney, also known as St. Jean Marie Vianney (1786-1859)
was born in France to a farming family, one of six children of devout Catholic parents. He was baptized on the day of his
birth. When he was four years old the French Revolution erupted, and priests were forced into hiding. Every day they
risked their lives to give the sacraments, and John looked up to them as heroes. His First Holy Communion and
Confirmation were made in secrecy. After the Church in France was reestablished, John studied for the priesthood. He
had difficulty in his studies due to his lack of formal education during the turmoil of the revolution, but his great desire
carried him through. After his ordination he became a parish priest assigned to the small country town of Ars. There he
ministered to the carnage the revolution had left in the souls of the French people. Many were indifferent to, and ignorant
of, the Faith. John performed great penances for the people and received many graces for their conversion. He had the
gifts of miracle-working, prophecy, hidden knowledge, and discernment of spirits. He was soon known internationally,
and people came from afar to see him. Year after year he spent 1-12 hours a day in the confessional, and up to 16 hours in
the summer. By 1855 there were 20,000 pilgrims traveling annually to Ars. Because of this St. John Vianney was tormented
by evil spirits throughout his life, especially when he attempted to get his two to three hours of sleep a night. He died at
the age of 73 after serving 4o years as a parish priest. Over 300 priests and 6,000 people attended his funeral. St. John
Vianney is the patron saint of confessors and priests. His feast day is August 4th.

Saturday, August 5- St. Oswald of Northumbria - St. Oswald (605-642 A.D.) was the second of seven sons born to the
pagan king of Northumbria in northern England. After his father was killed in battle, the kingdom was split. His uncle
claimed the throne, while Oswald fled with his mother and brothers to Scotland for safety. There his family was converted
to Christianity by the renowned monks of Iona. Oswald was educated by the holy monks and grew into a brave and pious
warrior. After the death of his uncle and elder brother, Oswald moved to reclaim his father's throne and liberate it from
enemy rule. On the eve of a decisive battle, he received a vision of St. Columba who promised him success. Before battle,
Oswald erected a cross and knelt before it in prayer, along with his army. Following his victory, St. Oswald reunited
Northumbria and was made king. His influence as a monarch was so great that he was considered the Emperor of almost
all of Britain, uniting the the Britons, Picts, Scots, and the English. He requested a bishop to be sent to his kingdom to aid
in the conversion of his people to Christianity; he also invited St. Aidan and a group of Irish monks from Iona to found a
monastery for the kingdom at Lindisfarne. This ushered in Northumbria's "golden age” as the most important centre of
learning and arts in the British Isles. Oswald ruled as a saintly and powerful Christian king, in justice, humility, and
generosity to the poor and strangers, as noted by the prestigious historian, the Venerable Bede. St. Oswald was killed in
battle, and afterwards the place of his death was noted for many miracles. His feast day is August s5th.




Our Lady of Mercy Parish

JULY 30, 2023

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by cur commitment to minisfer fo the physical and spiritual needs of our rural
families and steward the resources enfrusted to us. We value the diversity within our Catholic community and invite all fo

walk with us on our journey of faith.

THIS WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE
Date Time Church  Intention

Sun. July 30 8:30 a.m. OLM  Giovanni Stella
10:30 am 5P Amelia Salinas
Tues. Aug. 1 7 p.m. SP For the People
Wed. Aug. 2 9:00a.m.. SP For the People
Thurs. Aug. 3 9:00a.m. OLM For the People
Fri. Aug. 4 9:00a.m. SP For the People
Sat. Aug. 5 8:30a.m. SP For the People
4:30p.m. 5P Mike & Joyce Britenriker
Sun. Aug. 6 8:30a.m. OLM Giovanni Stella
10:30a.m SP Mary Grime

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT
Reported for July 23, 2023

SUNDAY OFFERTORY (13 envelopes) $ 906.00
LOOSE OFFERINGS $ 28.00
BUDGET $ 1,747.00
Over/(Under) ($ 813.00)
OTHER COLLECTIONS

CPC Jar $ 23.00
Votives 3 1.00
TOTAL COLLECTION $ 958.00

Words of the week (from Merriam-Webster online dictionary)

WICKED - morally very bad : EVIL

RIGHTEOUS - acting in accord
with divine or moral law : free from guilt or sin

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

-—-Aug. 5 — Bull Thistle Festival Breakfast
8a.m. =10 a.m.

---Aug. 17 — Finance Council meeting

5:30 p.m.
NEXT Aug 6, 20
WEEK'S
MINISTERS
Reader Anita Van Zile
Servers Evan Beauregard
Will Maginn
Greeters/ Joyce Bonin
Gifts Marge Crowell
Jerry & Anita Van Zile
Ushers
Ministers of
the Eucharist Until further notice
Money Michelle Miron
Counters Jerry Van Zile

Thus it will be at the end of

age. The angels will go out and
separate the wicked from the
righteous and throw them into the
fiery furnace, where there will be

wailing and grinding of teeth.
Matthew 13:49-5(
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What is spiritual Communion?

Saint Thomas Aquinas said spiritual Communion is “an ardent desire to receive Jesus
in the Most Holy Sacrament”...and to lovingly embrace “Him as if we had actually
received Him.” It is the practice of desiring union with Christ in the Eucharist by
those who cannot receive holy Communion for valid cause, such as an infirmity or
an irregular marriage. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Pope Francis also said the
practice is “highly recommended when it is not possible to receive the sacrament.”

A prayer by St. Alphonsus Liguori is ideal for those unable to receive holy
Communion:

My Jesus,

| believe that you are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament.

I love you above all things, and | desire to receive you into my soul.

Since | cannot now receive you sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace you as if you were already there and | unite myself wholly to you.
Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

Saint John Paul Il wrote, “It is good to cultivate in our hearts a constant desire for the sacrament of the Eucharist.
This was the origin of the practice of ‘spiritual Communion,” which has happily been established in the Church for
centuries and recommended by saints....Saint Teresa of Jesus wrote: ‘When you do not receive Communion and you
do not attend Mass, you can make a spiritual Communion, which is a most beneficial practice; by it the love of God
will be greatly impressed on you'” (Ecclesia de Eucharistia, 34). @
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