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Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9 / 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 / John 3:16-18

God Up There, God Down Here

' [Moses said,] “If | find favor with you,
Lord, please, Lord, come along in our company.”

EXODUS 34:9

EFR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

w hich of these images best describes your God:
gardener, friend, policeman, Santa Claus,
magician, doctor, lover, parent, judge, the Force?

Theologically, God is both transcendent and immanent,
up there and down here. In other words, God is powerful,
majestic, awesome, and all-knowing but always close,
caring for us, forgiving, and comforting. Most of us lean
toward one or the other in our spirituality. Whichever
image you choose will tell you something about how you
usually relate to God. None of the images are necessarily
right or wrong unless it locks us into relating to God in
only one way.

Our tendency to relate to God as either transcendent
or immanent may influence our preference for liturgical
style. If we view God primarily as transcendent, we will
tend to appreciate the Mass as a sacrifice, celebrated
formally with processions, incense, and majestic music.

If we tend to relate to God as more immanent, we

will tend to appreciate the Mass as a eucharistic meal
with the community gathered around the altar table
singing simpler music. As God is both transcendent and
immanent, we should not have to choose. The ideal
liturgical style would incorporate something of both
transcendence and immanence.

Today’s story of Moses, who climbs Mount Sinai and
there bows down in worship before God, is a story of the
transcendence of God—majestic, powerful, awesome to
behold. Today’s gospel is of an immanent God who loved
the world so much that he sent his Son, not to condemn
it but to save it.

Is your personal prayer to God “up there”
or to God “walking with me”’?
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Catholic Communities

Our Lady of Mercy
409 E. Main St.
Fayette, OH 43521

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday B0,
Thursday 9:00 a.m.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Ron Eisel
Pat Eisel
Ray Hollstein
Mike Burkholder
Traci Maginn
Barbara Roby

Clothing items can be
donated via our drop off site
on the east side cf the
building. Our store is cpen

. on Thursdays from 10 a.m.
2y, until2p.m. Contact

%ﬂ\‘ Rhonda Monahan at

Z| 517-306-7986 for information.

Parish Pastor

Rev. William Pifher
419-446-9288

OLM PARISH OFFICE
P.O. Box 429
Fayette, OH 43521

Phone: 419-237-2441

Hours: 2 am.to 3 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday

PARISH STAFF

Secretary: Sherry Renner
ouradyofmercyfayette@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Ron Baker
Youth Leader/CRE
Anita Van Zile

Website (bulletin online)
stpeterarchbold.com/our-lady-of-mercy

SACRAMENT INFORMATION

St. Peter
614 N. Defiance St.
Archbold, OH 43502

MASS SCHEDULE
15t Saturday of menth 8:30 a.m.

Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 2:00 a.m.
Friday ?:00 a.m.

Parish Secretary
Kim Garrow 419-446-2150
email-sfpeter@rfecexpress.nef
Religious Ed
Deb Herring
Parish Council President
Stephen Bernath

e Baptism: Please call Father Pifher at 419-444-9288 to make arrangements for Baptism. A month's notice would be

helpful.

e Reconciliation: Father will be available for confessions starfing 30 minutes before Mass each week.

¢ New Parishioners: A warm welcome as you enter our Parish Community! You are asked to register at the parish
office or see the pastor as soon as possible. If you are moving from the parish, please inform the office so we may
remove your name from our parish records.

e Anocinting of the Sick: Those who can participate: Anyone who is seriously sick or suffering a grave iliness (not a cold,
or flu) which is tfreated or medicated for by a doctor. Also for those of old age which often brings morale or
depression factors (body, mind, or spirit). Please make arrangements with Father or call the parish office.

¢ Matrimony: Please contact the Parish Office six months ahead of your planned wedding date, for Marriage

Preparation and scheduling.

e RCIA: The Rite of Chrisfian Inifiation of Adults is a series of classes designed to bring new members into the Catholic

church. Weekly sessions begin in September,

People who have not been baptized, who have not been practicing

or who have been raised in another faith are all welcome to register. Parishioners are encouraged to invite
interested family members and friends. There is no obligation to join the church. This is simply an opportunity to

learn more about the Catholic faith. Contact Fr. William Pifner at 419-446-9288.
BuLLETIN DEADLINE: Please note that the bulletin deadline is Tuesday, Noon. Please either call, email at ourladyofmercyfayette@amail.com or

put in the collection basket any announcement for the following week’s bulletin




SUNDAY, JUNE 4, 2023
9th Sunday Ordinary Time

The Most Holy Trinity

ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED SUNDAY’S AT 8 A.M.

ALTAR ROSARY MEETING
The Altar Rosary will meet today after Mass.

DID YOU KNOW....

Vatican City has the highest crime rate in the world! With a population around 500
people and a littfle over one crime per day, the Vatican crime rate is above 100 percent,
per capita. Although the fact is shocking it should be remembered that the Vatican is
apout ocne square mile in size, and has nearly 20 million visitors annually. Most of the
crimes are pickpockets, purse snatching and other petty offenses done by outsiders.
{from catholic.org)

CONDOLENCES

Our condolences go out fo Elizabeth Stella and family on the passing of Giovanni
(Johnny) on May 28, 2023. Graveside & Rite of Committal Service will be Saturday, June
17,2023 at 11 a.m. at Oak Grove Cemetery, State Route M-156, Morenci, MI. A small
luncheon will follow at the Stella residence, 7518 Seneca Hwy., Morenci, Ml.

OUR LADY OF MERCY WEBSITE/BULLETIN
You now can view the weekly bulletin online at
www stpeterarchbold.com/our-lady-of-mercy

ST. VINCENT De PAUL
If you know of anyone that has needs small household items and/or clothing please let
them know about us. We are open Thursday's 10 a.m. -2 p.m.

THE WISDOM OF THE SAINTS - Infroduction by Matthew Kelly
"Not every quiet man is humble, but every humble man is quiet." - St. lsaac the Syrian

Do Something Beautiful for God - The Essential Teachings of Mother Teresa

June 4 - Mary allowed God to take possession of her life by her purity, her humility, and her
faithful love. She did it so beautifully. Let us seek to grow, under the guidance of our Heavenly
Mother, in these three important interior attitudes of the soul that delight the heart of God and
enable to Him unite Himself fo us.

June 5 - The thirst of Jesus on the Cross is not imagination. “| thirst,”" He said. Hear Him saying it to
you ...and respond.

June 6 - | was travelling by frain to Darjeeling when | heard the voice of God. | was sure it was
God's voice. | was certain He was calling me to something more. The message was clear.

June 7 - If the poor die of hunger, it is not because God does not care for them. Rather, it is
because neither ou nor | are generous enough. It is because we are not instruments of love in the
hands of God We do not recognize Christ when once again He appears to us in the hungry
man, in the lonely woman, in the child who is looking for ¢ place to get warm.

ST. PETER NEWS

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Every Tuesday starting at 8 a.m.
ending with Mass at 7 p.m.

Did you know that Deacon Larry
Zachrich is also available for
Baptisms and Weddings? Confact
Larry at 419-966-7091.

June 15- 17 - St. Peter Garage Sale
—They need volunteers & donations
(no books or large appliances,
including TV's) June 14 is setup

Knights of Columbus Appreciation
Dinner

Everyone who helped with the K of C fish
fry is invited to an appreciation dinner
on Thursday, June 8 at the Knights of
Columbus Hall. The doors will open at
4:45 and the meal will be served at 5:30
pm.

FAYETTE/SURRONDING AREA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

---May 6 — Oct. 28 — Farmer's Market
@ Fayette Opera House Parking Lot —
Saturday’s 9 am -1 pm

---June 21 — Community Meal —
Methodist Community Center

5p.m. -6 p.m.

If you know of any Fayette Community events
please either call or visit the office or email to
ourladyofmercyfayette@gmail.com

June 8 - Aftimes, | feel rather sad, because we do so little. Most people praise us for our actions, but what we do is not more than a drop of water

in the ocean. Itis hardly affects the immensity of human suffering.

June 9 - Some people would advise me fo change certain things. Forinstance, they tell me that the sisters should have fans in the common room
or in the chapel. | do not want them to have fans. The poor whom they are to serve have no fans. The same is frue for the routine of the house. |

always ask the pecple, "Please do not interfere!”.

June 10 —Try to put in the hearts of your children a love for home. Make them long to be with their families. So much sin could be avoided if only

people really loved as family.

Prayer chain-ANYONE wishing to submit prayer requests can email Anita Van Zile at vanzilein@hotmail.com or call Pat Eisel at 419-

737-2163.

Privacy Issues for Parish Office: IMMEDATE FAMILY — must contact the parish office for all prayer requests to be posted in the parish
bulletin. Please submit with exact verbiage requested. Contact Sherry Renner at the parish office at 419-237-2441, no later than
Thursday at noon. By law, the parish office does not divulge private information we receive from hospitals.
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SaintS Of the Day (www.morningoffering.com)
Week of June 4 - June 10

Sunday, June 4 -St. Filippo Smaldone - St. Filippo Smaldone (1848-1923) was born in Naples, Italy, during a time of
upheaval and unrest both in Italy and in the Church. He decided to become a priest, and while in seminary he took on a
personal apostolate of assisting the deaf and mute community in Naples. He dedicated so much time to this work that he
barely passed his exams. After his ordination he continued to assist the marginalized of his community, especially the sick.
When the plague hit his city he contracted it, however, he was healed after praying to Our Lady of Pompeii, to whom he
had a special devotion. He continued his pioneer work in the education of the deaf and mute, though he became
discouraged at the difficulty of the task and considered going into the foreign missions instead. Dissuaded from the
abandonment of his work by his confessor, St. Filippo committed his life's mission to the needs of the deaf and mute,
training a group of nuns in the work which grew into a new religious foundation. He later expanded his work to include
children that were blind, orphaned, and abandoned. His feast day is June 4th.

Monday, June 5 - St. Boniface - St. Boniface (d. 754 A.D.) was born to a noble Christian family in Devonshire, England.
He became a Benedictine monk and devoted his life to the evangelization of the pagan Germanic tribes in what is now
Germany. He went there at the request of Pope Gregory Il in 719 A.D. and systematically opened up the vast tracks of
wilderness to the Gospel, building on the work of the earlier Irish missionaries. St. Boniface organized the Catholic Church
in Germany, instructed the faithful, and converted the pagans. He became the bishop of Mainz and founded or restored
many dioceses. Working alongside him as evangelists were his nephews and niece, St. Willibald, St. Winebald, and St.
Walburga, who all came from England to Germany to assist him. Legend has it that at Christmastime he chopped down a
large tree which was worshiped as a god and used in child sacrifice, and the local pagans converted to Christianity as a
result. Instead of worshiping the tree, St. Boniface gave them a smaller evergreen tree as a symbol of eternal life in Christ,
the origin of the Christmas tree tradition. He was martyred for his faith along with 52 others as he read the Scriptures on
Pentecost Sunday. St. Boniface profoundly influenced the course of German history in the Middle Ages and helped to
make it a Christian nation. For his missionary work he is known as the "Apostle of Germany." St. Boniface is the patron of
tailors, brewers, and Germany. His feast day is June sth.

Tuesday, June 6 - St. Marcellin Champagnat - St. Marcellin Champagnat (1789-1840) was born to a peasant family near
Lyons, France, in the same year the French Revolution erupted. He grew up amid the havoc and instability it left in every
area of life. Like many other children, St. Marcellin was poor and illiterate due to the collapse of education. Yet a visiting
priest encouraged him to enter the seminary, which he did at the age of sixteen despite his poverty. Because of his lack of
education he struggled academically, which inspired him to combat the illiteracy and spiritual poverty resulting from the
violence and chaos of the French Revolution. With hard work, prayer, and the support of his family, he was ordained in
1816. The following year he bought a simple house, opened a school, and recruited other peasant men to join him in a new
community devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary and committed to giving young people a proper Christian education. He
made his school year flexible with the farming seasons, and the fees were affordable to the poor. His congregation became
The Little Brothers of Mary, now called The Marist Brothers. They were dedicated to the education of youth, especially
the most neglected. When Marcellin died his order had 48 establishments in France with 278 Brothers. Today there are
5,100 Brothers working in over 8o countries. St. Marcellin Champagnat's feast day is June 6th.

Wednesday, June 7 - Blessed Anne of St. Bartholomew - Bl. Anne of St. Bartholomew (1549-1626) was born in Spain,
one of seven children. Her parents died when the plague swept through Spain, leaving her an orphan at the age of ten. She
then became a shepherdess tending her brother's sheep. From a young age she had an extraordinary spiritual life, including
being graced with many visions. In one of them the Blessed Virgin Mary told her she would become a nun, which was
further encouraged by a vision of Jesus. When she tried to enter the monastery she was turned away for being too young.
Years later, when her family tried to arrange her marriage, she finally entered the Carmelite monastery at the age of 21, the
same one in which St. Teresa of Avila lived. St. Teresa chose Anne as her personal secretary and assistant, even though she
had to teach Anne how to write. For five years St. Anne was the companion of St. Teresa of Avila, traveling with her and
assisting her in the establishment of new foundations. It was in Anne's arms that St. Teresa died in 1582. After Teresa's
death, Anne assisted in the foundation of several other monasteries in France, becoming prioress at three of them. She
went on to found a monastery in the Netherlands where she remained until her death. After her death over 150 approved
miracles (and more that have not been officially approved) were attributed to her intercession. Her feast day is June 7th.




Thursday, June 8 - St. William of York - St. William of York (d. 1154) was born to a powerful family in England, the
nephew of the king. He became a priest and then treasurer of York Minster Cathedral at the time when the English crown
was contested by two grandchildren of William the Conqueror. When the Archbishop of York died, William was chosen
to take his place. Kind-hearted and generous to the poor, he was well-liked by the people; however, he faced political and
ecclesiastical opposition from the rival to the English throne. Because he was consecrated without papal approval, William
was accused of wrongdoing by those who wanted their preferred prelate in the position; even St. Bernard of Clairvaux
opposed him. Although he eventually confirmed William's appointment, the Pope died before the pallium was given, and
the new pope took the side of William's detractors. A new archbishop was ordained in his place while William went to live
as a monk with his uncle, a bishop, in quiet prayer and penance. The people of York, upset that their favorite had been
deposed, took to rioting. Six years later the Archbishop of York died, and another new pope made William the successor.
The people were overjoyed at his return—so many came to greet him as he entered the city that a bridge collapsed under
their weight; the fact that no one was hurt was considered a miracle. A few months later, after celebrating Mass on Trinity
Sunday, William became ill and died. Poisoning was suspected but never confirmed. Miracles took place at his tomb which
gave rise to his canonization in 1227. His feast day is June 8th.

Friday, June g - Blessed Anna Taigi - Bl. Anna Maria Taigi (1769-1837) was born in Siena, Italy, to a poor working class
family. Her family later moved to Rome, and Anna took on various low-skill jobs to help with the family finances. She
married a pious man with a bad temper, which helped her to grow in virtue, and together they had seven children. As a
young wife and mother she discerned God calling her to renounce the vanities and worldliness that she was accustomed
to. She began to give little care to fancy dress, and accepted God's grace more in her life. With her husband's consent she
transformed their home into a sanctuary through which she would serve God. Although she was not wealthy, Anna would
give her spare money to the poor and needy. She soon entered the Third Order of Trinitarians and grew in holiness. God
transformed her into a mystic: she experienced ecstasies during prayer, and was given visions of the future and the state
of other's souls which were shown to her in a miraculous golden globe of light over the course of forty-seven years. Many
sought her out for spiritual advice as she attended her household duties. She refused special favors from benefactors, and
instead lived a life of austerity, relying on God to provide for her daily needs. Anna Maria's life was marked with much
suffering, which she joyfully embraced, and God used her as an instrument for many conversions. Her feast day is June
oth.Find a Devotional for this Saint

Saturday, June 10 - St. Olivia - St. Olivia (448 - 463 A.D.) was the beautiful daughter of a noble family living near
Palermo on the island of Sicily. She desired to serve God through her life as a consecrated virgin, and gave her wealth to
the poor. When the King of the Vandals invaded Italy and came to Palermo, many Christians were martyred at his hands.
The young Olivia would visit and encourage the Christians in prison. Her piety, which was greatly admired, caused the
local authorities to send her to Tunis to face the governor. There she converted many to the Christian faith, and as
punishment she was banished into the wilderness to starve to death or be devoured by wild beasts. She was later found
alive by hunters, and upon being brought back to civilization she continued to convert many pagans with her zeal. She
was again sent to the governor for punishment and was cruelly tortured. After being dipped in a vat of hot oil and
miraculously suffering no harm, she was finally beheaded. In Tunisia there was an ancient Christian basilica dedicated in
her honor and built on the site of her tomb; today a mosque rests on the site, yet it retains her name and the memory of
her relics. St. Olivia is a virgin martyr venerated especially in Sicily and Tunisia. Her feast day is June 1oth.




Our Lady of Mercy Parish

JUNE 4, 2023

walk with us on our journey of faith.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church is united by our commitment to minister to the physical and spiritual needs of our rural
families and steward the resources enfrusted fo us. We value the diversity within our Catholic community and invite all to

THIS WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE

Date Time Church Intention
Sun. June 4 8:30a.m. OLM  Giovanni Stella
10:30am  SP Gina Dammon
Tues. June 6 7 p.m. SP Mona LaNeve
Wed. June 7 9:00a.m.. SP For the People
Thurs. June 8 9:00a.m. OLM  For the People
Fri. June 9 9:00a.m. SP Amelia Salinas
Sat. June 10 8:30a.m. 5P NO MASS
4:30p.m. SP For the People
Sun. June 11 8:30a.m. OLM  Marcel Bonin
10:30am  SP Gina Damman
John Grieser

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING REPORT

Reported for May 28, 2023

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

---June 4 — Altar Rosary meeting after

SUNDAY OFFERTORY (9 envelopes) $ 1,681.00
LOOSE OFFERINGS $ 174.00
BUDGET $ 1,747.00
Over/(Under) $ 108.00
OTHER COLLECTIONS

Maintenance $ 120.00
St. Vincent dePaul $ 100.00
Rice Bowl (Lenten collection) $ 86.41
Youth Group Donation $ 4,000.00
TOTAL COLLECTION $ 6,161.41

Mass
NEXT June 11, 2023
WEEK'S
MINISTERS
Reader Anita Van Zile
Maeve, Micah & Will
Servers Maginn
Greeters/ Joyce Bonin
Gifts Marge Crowell
Phil & Tami Baker
Ushers
Ministers of

the Eucharist

Until further notice

Money Phil & Tami Baker
Counters Michelle Miron
God so loved the world

that he gave his only
Son, sc that everyocne
who believes in him

might

not perish but

might have eternal life.

John 316




Two relatives of mine died from a disease for which
they never sought treatment. Both said, “God will heal
me if that is his will.” Wouldn’t God have wanted them
to see a doctor?

It is safe to say that God would have them see a doctor. Does
doing so compromise our faith in God? No. Throughout all of
salvation history, God has relied on human beings to be his
instruments, his messengers. While we believe in God, who can
and has acted miraculously throughout history, these moments
are exceptions, not the rule. Ordinarily, God’s work is done by
human hands. The spread of the gospel itself has come about through people who have responded to God in faith.

Part of this gospel story is the healing ministry of Jesus. Christianity has from the beginning taken up Jesus’
ministry of healing and attempted to restore health to the sick, not only through prayer and the sacraments but also
through institutions that care for the sick and the dying. Even as we recognize that our primary relationship is with
God, we must also see that caring for our lives and our health, gifts from that same God, is a responsible way to
receive and be good stewards of these gifts.

Think of the training, knowledge, and experience that doctors, nurses, and all other health-care practitioners have
spent years attaining. Is not their work a miracle of God's love when it brings healing, restoration, and renewal?

Excerpted from Life, Death, and Catholic Medical Choices: 50 Questions from the Pews; ® 2011 Liguori Publications / DearPadre.org

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

June 5 June 6 June 7 June 8 June 9 June 10 June 11

St. Boniface, Weekday Weekday Weekday Weekday Weekday Most Holy Body

Bishop and Tb 2:9-14 Tb 3:1-11a, Tb 6:10-11; Tb 11:5-17 Tb 12:1, 5-15, and Blood of

Martyr Mk 12:13-17 16-17a 7:1bcde, 9-17; Mk 12:35-37 20 Christ (Corpus

Tb 1:3; 2:1b-8 Mk 12:18-27 8:4-9a Mk 12:38-44 Christi)

Mk 12:1-12 Mk 12:28-34 Dt 8:2-3,
14b-16a

Helping Catholics apply gospel messages today!
Subscribe to the award-winning Liguorian magazine. Call 866-848-2492 or visit Liguorian.org. 1 Cor 10:16-17
6 ISSUES PER YEAR. Jn 6:51-58

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

Today we can ask ourselves...do I, who profess faith in God
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, truly believe that I need
others in order to live, that I need to give myself to others,
that I need to serve others? Do I affirm this in words or do I
affirm it with my life?

ANGELUS, ST. PETER’S SQUARE, JUNE 12, 2022
C€NS PHOTO/DAVE HRBACEK, THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT
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